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Ev ERY thing that relates to great 
men, even the ſmalleſt particulars of their 
lives, have a charm that renders them pe- 
culiarly intereſting. All that tends to make 
us acquainted with their manners, their 
character, or their genius, is received with 
avidity. The moſt common or indifferent 
action of public or private life, under the 
ſanction of a great name, has ſomething 

about it that awakens all our attention. 
What hero can hiſtory produce more 
worthy of our notice than Peter the Firſt ? 
So tranſcendent was his character, that the 
moſt .celebrated writer of the age found 
his hand unequal to the taſk of delineation ; 
he ſunk under the extent of his views and 

the immenſity of his immortal labours. 
Since no one has yet been able to gra- 
tify, in this reſpect, the wiſhes of the 
THEMIS of the North, the defires of her 
A 2 ſubjects, 
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ſubjects, or thoſe of other nations, he who 
collects materials to enable ſome man of 
genius to give to the world a picture of 
the adminiſtration and ſublime virtues of 
the creator of Ruſſia, renders an import- 
ant ſervice to the memory of that great 
monarch. 

This is the laudable motive that induced 
Mr. Jacob Stæhlin to form this preſent Col- 
lection, and offer it to the Public. A more 
authentic work was never publiſhed : he 
acquired the anecdotes it contains from the 
moſt reſpectable perſons of the court and 
City. 

In his preface Mr. Stæhlin details the 
fortunate circumſtances that enabled him 
to collect theſe intereſting anecdotes. 

In 1735,” ſays he, I ſet out from 
* Dreſden to Peterſburgh, whither I was 
invited to fill a ſeat at the Academy of 
* Sciences. Count Bruhl, prime miniſter 
* to the Kign of Poland, gave me a letter 
of introduction to the Count of Lynar, 
* envoy extraordinary from King Auguſtus 
to the court of Ruſſia; this reſpectable 
nobleman honoured me with the moſt 
flattering reception, a place at his table, 
and a ſhare of his ſociety. The favour 
he ſhewed procured me the acquaintance 
of ſeveral perſons of diſtinction, as well 
* foreigners as Ruſſians: many among them 
* had not only ſerved in the fleet or army, 
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or held civil employments under Peter 
the Great, but had alſo been much about 
his perſon. Some of theſe noblemen, 
knowing that I purpoſed collecting the 
different anecdotes I might hear of their 
illuſtrious maſter, encouraged me in my 
deſign, and readily communicated thoſe 
that had come to their knowledge. 

* The opportunities I had, for twenty 
years, of enriching my collection, be- 
came ſtill better when I was honoured 
with the appointment of tutor to the 
great Duke Peter Feodorowitſch, and af- 
terwards with that of librarian, on his 
marriage. 

Collecting thus, from time to time, the 
narratives of ſo many reſpectable perſons, 
the number of anecdotes became at laſt 
ſufficient to make a volume. | 

But for the pains I have taken, the facts 
here contained would have been buried in 
oblivion; and I conceive I have done an 
action both uſeful and agreeable to my 
contemporaries and poſterity, by preſerv- 
ing a thouſand traits that mark the charac- 
ter of the Ruſſian hero. 

It is true, that almoſt all thoſe perſons 
whom I quote as eye witneſſes are now no 
more, but their deſcendants can {till re- 
member to have heard from their mouths 
what I relate in this volume. 
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The Ruſſian nobility will not look on 
my labours with diſdain. Their admira- 
tion of Peter the Great grows every day 
ſtronger. Following the direction he firſt 
gave them, and the example of the auguſt 
Sovereign who now holds the reins of em- 
pire with ſo much renown, they love and 
cultivate the arts, ſciences, and politeneſs, 
and ſtrive to extend the influence of them 
throughout their country. 
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I. 


Particular circumſtances relative to the ſecond 
marriage of the Czar Alexis Michaelovitz 
with the Princeſs Na'a'ia Kyrillouna Narich- 


tins. 


Thr Boyar Artemin Matveof was miniſter 
of foreign affairs to the Czar Alexis Michaelo- 
vitz, and was honoured with his particular con- 
hdence, He was prandfather of Maria An- 
dreuna Roumznzoff, firſt lady of honour, and 
mother of General Roumænzoff Sadounaiſky; 
ſhe is the ſame lady who ſince 1775 has held 
the poſt of grand miſtreſs of the houſehold 
to her Imperial Majeſty Catherine II. The 
Czar having loſt his firſt wife, who was of the 
family of Miloſlauſæy, went frequently to viſit 
Matveof at his own houſe, contrary to the an- 
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cient etiquette of the Czars, who never viſited 
any individual; he even ſtayed there very often 
to ſtpper. 

Going there one evening without attendants, 
he found the table covered, and ſaid to Mat- 
veof, in a familiar way, © Your ſupper looks fo 
© inviting, that it tempts me to fit down; ſo 
© you will not take it amiſs if I obey the dictates 
© of my appetite: but I deſire it may be on 
condition, that nothing be altered on my ac- 
© count, and that my preſence may hinder no 
© one from taking his place at table.” 

His Majeſty had ſcarcely ſeated himſelf, when 
the wife of Matveof made her appearance, 
followed by her only fon and a young lady. 
The Czar inſiſted on their fitting down, and 
the young lady was placed oppoſite to the royal 

ueſt. He looked at her with great attention; 

and not recollecting to have ſeen her before, 
© T thought,” ſaid he, that your ſon was your 
© -only child; but I now perceive, for the firſt 
© time, that you have a daughter alſo: how 
happens it that I never ſaw her before ?'— 
The belief of Your Majeſty,” anſwered Mat- 
veof, © was well founded; I have only a fon: 
© this young lady is the daughter of Kyrilla 
e Nirichkina, one of my relations and friends, 
© who lives on his own eſtate; my wife has 
© undertaken to bring her up in town, and, 
« with the blefling of God, to ſettle her ho- 
* nourably in the world.” 

© You do a good work,“ replied the Czar; 
and here the ſubject for the preſent reſted. 

When ſupper was over, the family of Mat- 


reof retired, but the prince remained at table 
with 
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with his miniſter, and renewed the converſation 
relative to Miſs Narichkina. 
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© This young lady,” faid he, © has a genteel 
appearance, and ſeems of a good diſpoſition z 
ſhe does not appear too young for matrimony, 
and you ought to think of finding her a ſuit- 
able match. | 

© It is true, anſwered Matvevf, © ſhe has a 
great deal of good ſenſe, much prudence, and 
an excelient heart; my wife and the whole 
family are exceſſively fond of her, and in- 
deed I conſider her as my own child. But it 
is poſſible that ſhe may not ſoon find a ſuitable 
huſband ; though endowed with many good 
qualities, ſhe is far from rich, and my cir- 
cumſtances are not ſuch as will allow me to 
make her portion conſiderable.” 

A perlon,” replied the Czar, © muſt be found 
with ſufficient fortune to make no inquiry 
about her's, and who would think himſelf 
honoured in the poſſeſſion of ſo many good 
qualities.“ 

This is exactly,“ ſaid the miniſter, what I 
wiſh : but in the age in which we live, where 
are ſuitors to be found, who attend more to 
a young lady's good qualities than to her for- 
tune?! 

And why not? ſaid the Czar; © even in 
our times ſuch men are not ſo uncommon ; 
do you only think of this, when an opportu- 
nity may offer, and I will do the ſame. 
She, well deſerves our endeavours to render 
her happy.” | | 

Matveof thanked the monarch for his good- 


neſs. Some days after the Czar-returned, and 


When he had ſpoken for two hours on public 
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affairs with his miniſter, roſe in order to re- 
tire. 4 propos,” ſaid he, ſeating himſelf 
again, © have you not forgot what I lately re- 


© commended to you? Have you not forgot the 
providing a ſuitable huſband for Natalia Kyril- 
louna ?” 

© 'There is no-danger of my forgetting it, 
Sire, anſwered Matveof;z * but nothing has 
offered as yet, and I fear it will be long be- 
fore we meet with what we are in want of. 
Young men come every day. to ſee my 
charming ward, but none ſcem to think of 
matrimony.” 


Well, well, ſo much the better, replied 


the monarch; * perhaps we ſhall be able to 
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do without them. You know that I pro- 
miſed to make it my buſineſs; and I have 
been more fortunate than you: I have found 
a gentleman who will probably be agreeable 
to her; he is a very honourable man, with 
whom I am acquainted, is not deſtitute of 
merit, and has no need of a fortune with 
his wife: he loves your ward, and is in- 
clined to marry her and make her happy. 
Though he has not yet d.ſcloſed his ſenti- 
ments, ſhe knows him; and if ſhe be con- 
ſulted, I think ſhe will not anſwer in the ne- 
gative.” | 
hat I am ſure of,” interrupted Matveof, 
I lately told your majeſty how much we de- 
fired ſuch an opportunity; and I confeſs I 
ſhould feel much pleaſure on being relieved 
from the anxiety which the ſituation of the 
poor, girl gives me. But will your Majeſty 
permit me to aſk who the perſon is that you 
mean? re I am ſufficiently acquainted 
© with 
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with him to give you additional information 
on the ſubject. 

© I have told you, replied the prince, that 
he is an honeſt man, and capable of making a 
woman happy : this you may take my word 
for: but before I ſay more, it is neceſſary to 
know, whether Natalia Kyrillouna be difpoſed 
to marry him.” 

* Ah !” ſaid Matveof, there is no room to 
doubt it, . eſpecially when ſhe knows he is 
propoſed by Your Majeſty : however, be- 
fore ſhe gives her conſent, ſhe may proba- 
bly deſire to know who he is; and this ap- 
pears to me no more than what is reaſon» 
able.” 

Well then,” rejoined the Czar, tell her 
it is me, and that I am determined to marry 
her.“ 

Thunder- ſtruck at ſo unexpected a declaration, 


Matveof fell at the feet of the Czar; * For 


the love of God, ſaid he, I intreat your 
Majeſty to alter your reſolution, or at leaſt to 
make ſome other perſon the bearer of your 
propoſals. Your Majeſty well knows, that 
I have already a multitude of enemies at court 
of the moſt diſtinguiſhed families, who be- 
hold with envious eyes the particular marks 
of kindneſs with which Your Majeſty deigns 
to honour me; how much would they be in- 
creafed, if Your Majeſty, to the mortifica- 
tion of all the noble families, married an 
humble girl of mine! Much leſs would ſuf- 
fice to mark me out as the obje& of univerſal 
jealouſy and hatred. Every one would believe 
that I had abuſed your goodneſs to obtain 


© the high honour of an alliance with Your 
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* Majeſty, and to gain a ſtill greater ſhare of 
* your good graces, by giving you my kinſ- 
« woman.” | 

© 'Theſe are idle words,“ anſwered the Mo- 
narchz I will take care that you ſhall have 
nothing to fear—My determination is fixed, 
© and I will not alter it,” 
© Be it, ſaid Matveof, according to the 
pleaſure of Your Mlajeſty; and may heaven 
proſper your deſigns ! But ſince it is ſo, I have 
one favour to beg, as well for the ſake of 


not carry your Wiſhes into execution without 
conforming to the cuſtoms of the country, 
and ſaving appearances. — Call to court the 
daughters of the moſt diſtinguiſhed families, 
who are at preſent marriageable ; Natalia Ky- 
rillouna will be there among the reſt, and 
Your Majeſty's choice will be public. It 
would be proper that every thing ſhould re- 
main a ſecret between us till then, and that 
the young lady herſelf ſhould continue per- 
fectly ignorant of her ſovereign's intentions 
+ reſpeCting her.” 

The Czar approved his miniſter's advice, and 
promiſed to follow it. Some weeks after in his 
privy council, he communicated to his miniſters, 
and to the chiefs of his clergy, his deſign again 
to marry, and ordered them to call together, 
for that purpoſe, the daughters of the principal 
nobility, who were unmarried, that he might 
chuſe a wife from among them. The election 
took place in the month of September, 1670, at 
Moſcow, where about ſixty young ladies of 
high birth and great beauty were aſſembled; 
Kyrillouna Narichkina being one of the _ 
Der. 
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Natalia, as for myſelf, which is, that you will 
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f ber. They were magnificently entertained, and 
- the Czar gave to all the moſt gracious reception, 

but Narichkina was the lady whom he raiſed to 
„the throne. 


The Counteſs Maria Andreuna Roumznzof?, 
grand-daughter of the ſame Boyar Aitemin 
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NR Matveof, mentioned in the anecdote, 
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5 5 eter in a dangerous diſtemper, refuſes to pardon 
i ſeveral aſſuſſins under ſentence of death. 


CZAR Peter at the age of twenty-five 

*F was ſeized with an inflammatory fever which 

brought him to the brink of the grave. Scarcely 

any hope was entertained of his recovery; the 

3 conſternation was general, and conſtant pray- 

ers were offered up in the churches for the 

g eſtabliſhment of his health. At this con- 

juncture, the criminal judge, according to an 

ancient cuſtom, came to wait on him, and to 

aſk if it would not be proper to reprieve nine 

criminals under ſentence of death for murder, 

rapine, and highway robberies, in order that 

they might offer up prayers to heaven fer his 
recovery. 

The fick prince ordered the judge to ap- 
proach his bedſide, and commanded him to read 
aloud the names of the nine criminals and 
their ifferent indictments. When the judge 
had finiſhed, the Monarch ſaid to him in a 
Ee + B 4 feeble 
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feeble voice; Do you think that by grant- 
ing impunity to villains, and by perverting 
the courſe of juſtice, I ſhould perform a good 
action, and that heaven in return would pro- 
long my life? do you believe that God 
would be propitious to the prayers of aſſaſ- 
ſins and profligate wretches who have forgot 
his divinity? No: I order you to delay the 
execution of the ſentence pronounced againſt 
theſe malefactors no longer than till to- 
morrow, and if any thing be capable of ob- 
© taining from heaven the reſtoration of my 
© life and health, I hope it will be this act of 
© juſtice. 

The Czar's intentions were fulfilled, his health 
afterwards improved daily, and in a ſhort ſpace of 
time it was perfectly reſtored. 

Peter Muller, Ironmonger, at Moſcow, who was 
at Court that very day, 
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Peter forges with his own hands a quantity of 
iron in bar. 


PETER the Great, deſirous of forming 
uſeful eſtabliſnments in his dominions, and of 
encouraging thoſe already exiſting, viſited the 
different workſhops and manufactories with 
much aſſiduity. Among others that he viſited 
frequently, were the forges of Muller at Iſtia, 
on the road to Kalouga, at ninety werſts dif- 
| tance 
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Stance from Moſcow. He once paſſed a whole 
month there, during which time, he drank 
Ichalybeate waters; and after having given due 


attention to the affairs of the ſtate, which he 


Inever neglefted, he amufed himſelf not only 


with ſceing and examining every thing in the 


moſt minute manner, but alſo with putting his 


hand to the work, and learning the buſineſs of 
Ja blackſmith. He ſucceeded fo well, that one 


Jof the laſt days of this excurſion he forged 
alone eighteen poods of iron (the pood is equal 
to forty pounds) and put his own particular 


mark on each bar. The boyars and other 


noblemen of his ſuite were obliged to blow the 


bellows, to ſtir the fire, to carry coals, and 
perform all the other offices of journeymen 
blackſmiths. 

Some days after, on his return to Moſcow, 
he went to ſee Verner Muller, beſtpwed great 


praiſe on his eſtabliſhment, and aſked him how 
much he gave per pood for iron in bar, furniſh- 
ged by a maſter blackſmith. © Three copecks 


. - 
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3 * or an altin,* anſwered Muller. * Well then,” 


ſaid the Czar, © I have earned eighteen altins, 
* and am come to be paid.“ Muller imme- 
diately opened his bureau, took out eighteen 
ducats, and counting them before the prince, 
It is the leaſt, ſaid he, © that can be given 


to ſuch a workman as your Majeſty.” But 


the Emperor refuſed them: * Take again your 
* ducats,” {aid he, and pay me the uſual price; 
© I have worked no better than another black- 


$ © ſmith; and this will ſerve to buy me a pair 


* of ſhoes, of which I am in great want, 
At the ſame time His Majeſty ſhowed him 
thoſe he wore, which had already been ſoaled, 

B 5 | and. 
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and ſtood in need of another repair. He took 
the eighteen altins, went directly to a ſhop, 
bought a pair of ſhoes, and took great pleaſure 
in ſhewing them on his feet; ſaying to- thoſe 
who were preſent, * I have earned them well, 
© by the ſweat of my brow, with hammer 
© and anvil.” | 

One of theſe bars of iron forged by Peter 
the Great, and authenticated by his mark, is 
ſtill to be ſeen at Iſtia, in the ſame forge of 
Muller. Another, forged alſo with his own, 
hand, is ſhown in the cabinet of the Academy 
of ſciences at Peterſburgh: but this latter was 


forged at a later period at Olonetz, on the 
lake of Ladoga. 


Peter Muller, fon of the above-mentioned 
maſter blackſmith. 


IV. 


Peter the Great's efleem for able ſurgeons, and his 
contempt of empirics. 


IT is well known that Peter the Great was 
ſenfible how much he was in want of good 
ſurgeons for his new. formed fleets and armies ; 
that he held them in great eſtimation, and 
that he carried his love of their art ſo far as to 
qualify himſelf for the performance of ſeveral 
operations. He generally carried about with 
him a couple of caſes, one of which was fur- 
niſhed with mathematical inſtruments to exa- 

mine 
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mine and verify the draughts and plans pre- 
ſented to him, relative to edifices and conſtruc- 
tions of all kinds; the other with chirurgical 
inſtruments. He drew the teeth of ſeveral 
patients, and performed the operation of tap- 
ping on a merchant's wife affſicted with a 
dropſy. In his twentieth year, be lived on a 
footing of familiarity, no: only with the cele- 
brated Le Fort, then his principal favourite, 
but with an old furgeon of much ſkill and 
gaiety, whoſe name was Tirmond. He wiſhed 
to be conſtantly with him, kept him often up 
till the night was far advanced, and made him 
work as he did himſelf in the Hungarian vine- 
yards, 'Tirmond, in ſhort, was in full poſ- 
ſeſſion of the good graces of the Czar. One 
day, when drunk, Iirmond fell into a rage 


with an old and faithful ſervant, and ran him 


through the body; the following day, feeling 
the ſtings of remorſe, he went and threw him- 
ſelf at the feet of his maſter, when the Czar re- 
fuſed to hear him till he role. Tirmond per- 
ſiſting obſtinately in his proſtrate. poſition, he 
raifed him up, embraced him, and then conſented 
to hear the accuſation he came to prefer againſt 
himſelf. Peter after he had concluded, bid him 
be compoſed, and not afflict himiclt; telling him, 
© That it was from God alone he was to aſk for 
© pardon; and that as to the reſt, if the de- 
ceaſed had left a wife or children, he would 
© do well to take care of them.” 

Tirmond did this with great readineſs, and 
ſecured to the widow a large annuity on his for- 
tune. 

This celebrated ſurgeon was upwards of 
ſeventy when he dicd, and left a widow ' nei» 

ther 
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ther old nor ugly, with an inheritance of ſe- 
veral thouſand rubles. During her huſband's 
life, this woman had ſhown a diſpoſition to 
gallantry, and after his death fixed her affec- 
tions on a young man, a journeyman barber- 
ſurgeon of Dantzick. He had an agreeable per- 
ſon, but was infinitely leſs ſkilful in his profeſ- 
ſion, than in the art of ſeduftion. Wedlock 
ſoon after joined their hands, and they abandon- 
ed themſelves to the moſt exceſſive diſſipation. 
They kept a coach and four, dreſſed magnifi- 
cently, and by this change in their manner of 
living, drew on themſelves the eyes of all Moſ- 
COW. | 

As ſoon as an opportunity offered, their con- 
duct was communicated to the Czar, and ad- 
ditions were made little advantageous to the 
young ,Dantzick barber. One day, when His 
Majeſty was at table with a boyar whom he ho- 
noured with his friendſhip, he ordered the youth- 
ful ſucceſſor of his dear Tirmond to be brought 
before him. 

The young man fancying it could be for no 
other purpoſe than to give him the appoint- 
ment of his predeceſſor, dreſſed himſelf in haſte 
in his richeſt clothes, ſtepped into his moſt 
elegant carriage, and drove in- all his ſplendour 
to the houſe where the Czar was in the midſt 
of a numerous company. Every body ran to 
the window to witneſs this ridiculous exhibi- 
tion. | | 
When the journeyman barber-ſurgeon ap- 
peared in the Monarch's preſence, the prince 
interrogated him relative to different particulars 
of his art, and made him undergo the ſevereſt 
examination before the whole aſſembly. When 

he 
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he was well aſſured that he was no other than 
an ignorant and unworthy uſurper of the place 
of his dear Tirmond, he ordered a great num- 
ber of the boyar's footmen and peaſants to be 
aſſembled in an adjoining room. The barber- 
ſurgeon, in all his finery, was ordered to mow 
their ſtubborn beards, and then was permitted 
to return home with the ſame pomp as he 
came. | | 

It may be eaſily believed that this adventure 
neither amuſed the inſolent barber nor his be- 
loved ſpouſe : they ſoon after retired to Dant- 
zick with the remains of their fortune, and paſſed 
ſome years there in profuſion and jollity till 
they had diſlipated all they poſſeſſed. An old 
friend of Tirmond's met with them afterwards 
at the time of the Swediſh war: they were in a 
moſt miſerable ſituation ; the magnificent barber- 
ſurgeon had taken up the trade of a petty broker, 
while the lady, for the ſake of a little money, 
condeſcended to waſh linen. 


Mr. Scultz, ſurgeon of the Iſmailof regiment 
of guards. 


V. 


Firmneſs of Peter in the midſt of a band of con- 
ſpirators. 


IN a diſſertation on the ſurname of Great, 
printed in 1740 or 1741, in my remarks on Pe- 
terſburgh, I have ſhewn in detail, and proved 
by examples, that of all the heroes and princes 

to 
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to whom this glorious appellation has been given, 
no one has preſerved it after his death, and 
with the univerſal conſent of all nations, unleſs 
he had the following claims to the title z namely, 
a ſuperior genius; an ardent deſire to execute 
great things, in ſpite of difficulties and dangers ; 
indefatigable activity; a perſeverance and heroic 
valour in the execution of hs deſigns; and, 
above all, a great advantage reſulting to the 
public from the exertion of theſe qualities. 

In the fame diſſertation it is proved, that not 
only all theſe qualities were united in Peter the 
Great, but that he poſſeſſed them in a higher 
degree than many of the princes who before him 
had obtained the furname of great. If in the 
life and hiſtory of this Monarch, mention were 
made of all particulars, it would be made evi- 
dent that his intrepidity alone extricated him from 
every embarraſſment, enabled him to overcome 
all obſtacles, deliver him from ſeveral moſt im- 
minent dangers, and was of ſignal utility in the 
execution of his great deſigns. I ſhalk take this 
opportunity to introduce two anecdotes, which, 
although variouſly related, appear here exactly as 
they have been tranſmitted by ocular and credible 
witneſſes. | 

At the time of the rebellion of the Strelitzes, 
a band of theſe dangerous ſoldiers, headed by 
two officers, named Sikel and Soukanin, entered 
into a conſpiracy to aſſaſſinate Peter the Firſt. 
To make their ſuccels the more certain, they 
projected to ſet fire, during the night, to two 
houſes in Motcow, contiguous to each other: 
and as in all caſes of fire the Emperor never 
failed to repair, among the foremoſt, to the 
place, the conſpirators agreed to haſten thither 

likewiſe, 
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likewiſe, to ſeem engaged in the common ex- 
ertions, and, taking advantage of the tumult, 
confuſion, and diſtreſs, to ſurround him in the 
crowd, and to give him the fatal blow without 
beifl, obſerved. 

A day was fixed for the execution of this hore 
rid project. The conſpirators aſſembled and 
dined at the houſe of Soukanin, where they re- 


mained drinking till night. But while they were 


endeavouring, by means of beer, mead, and 
brandy, to acquire the courage they naturally 
wanted to put a finiſhing hand to their enter- 
prize, one of then, urged by his conſcience and 
excels of liquor, went down about eight o'clock 
at night into the court yard, whither he was fol- 
lowed by another, agitated with the ſame in- 
quietude. Seeing themſelves alone, one of them 
{aid, * Brother, I do not know how all this will 
© end; but, as far as I can fee, the event will 
not be to our advantage. W hat ſhall we do to 
extricate ourſelves from this unpleaſant bu- 
ſineſs ?. Brother', anſwered the other, you 
are in the light: I think like you; and fee no 
other means left for us but to go to Preobraſ- 
chenzky, and make a full diſcovery to the 
Czar.*—* It is well adviſed,” replied the firſt ; 
but how ſhall we contrive to leave the company?” 
— We need only tell the reſt that it is time 
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to leave off drinking, and retire to our homes, 


© in order to hold ourſelves in readineſs for mid- 
night. — They pledged their faith to each 
other, returned to their companions, and made 
their propoſal to the band; When it was agreed 
that thoſe who choſe to go home for two hours, 
might go, on a ſolemn promiſe to return before 
midnight, and that the others ſhould remain 
at 
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at Soukanin's houſe till they heard the bell an- 
nounce the fire. | 

The two Strelitzes repaired directly to the 
caſtle of Preobraſchenzky, near Moſcow, where 
the Czar then reſided. They addreſſed them- 
ſelves to a denchtehiek, (the Emperor's valet de 
chambre) and requeſted a perſonal audience of 
His Majeſty. Peter, who had already ſome 
ſuſpicion of the body of troops to which they 
belonged, ſent to know what they defired. They 
anſwered, they could inform nobody but his 
Majeſty ; and the affair in queſtion was of the 
firſt importance, and that the leaſt delay would 
be attended with danger. The Czar then went 
in to the outer apartment, and ordered the two 
Strelitzes to be introduced. As ſoon as they en- 
tered, they threw themſelves at his feet, ſaying, 
that they brought him their heads, which they 
had deſerved to loſe for engaging in a conſpiracy 
againſt His Majeſty's life with ſeveral others of 
their companions, who, at that very time, were 
aſſembled at the houſe of Soukanin, where they 
were to wait till about midnight for a concerted 
ſignal of fire to aſſaſſinate the Czar. The in- 
trepid priuce liſtened coolly to this relation, and 
aſked if it were really true. —* Nes, replied the 
two Strelitzes, nothing can be more certain. 
© We are in your power, and you may diſpoſe 
© of our lives : but ſend to the houſe of Souka- 
© nin, and there all the aſſaſſins will be found 
© until midnight.“ 

The Czar ordered the two Strelitzes to be ſe- 
cured in the palace, and, as it was about eight 
o'clock in the evening, wrote immediately to 
Lapouchin, (fome ſay Lipounoff) captain of his 
guards at Preobraſchenzky, to aſſemble his _ 
wit 
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with the greateſt ſilence, and to march about ele- 
ven to the houſe of Soukanin, fo that it might 
be inveſted at that hour preciſely, and every one 
found within it taken into cuſtody. The captain 
obeyed his orders with punctuality. But the 
Czar, thinking he had appointed zen o'clock as 
the hour, ſuppoſed that if he went about halt 
after ten to the houſe of Soukanin, he ſhould 
find his commands executed. 

With this idea, as ſoon as the clock had ſtruck 
ten, he ſtepped into a carriage with only one of 
his denchtchicks, and drove directly to the 
houſe : he reached it at half paſt ten, and was aſto- 
niſhed at not finding a fingle guard either at the 
door or round the houſe. He thought, no doubt, 
that they were diſtributed in the court yard, and 
houſe itſelf; and walking without heſitation into 
the court yard, went ſtraight to the door, and 
entered the houſe with no other attendant than 
his denchrchick. All was in motion as ſoon 
as the conſpirators learned that the Czar was 
there. Peter walked in without any ſentiment 
of fear, and found Soukanin, Sikel, and all the 
conſpirators, aſſembled in the room. They all 
role haſtily from their ſeats, and ſhewed their 
maſter the uſual marks of reſpect. He accoſted 
them with familiarity, and told them, that, paſſ- 
ing by the houſe, and ſceing it full of lights, he 
had preſumed that the maſter of it was not alone, 
and that, as it was too early to goto bed, he had 
been tempted to ſtep in to take a glaſs with the 
company. 

The Czar, though exaſperated at the captain 
of his guards, whom he inwardly accuſed of 
not having executed his orders, took care ta 
ſhew it by no — — He continued a 


long 
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long time ſeated in the midſt of the conſpirators, 
who, ſtanding around him, drank his health in 
their turns, and were pledged by the Czar. In 
the mean time, one of them made a ſign to Sou- 
kanin, and ſaid to him in a whiſper, © Pora bra/” 
that is, Brother, it is time !'—Soukanin, not 
willing as yet to take off the maſk, anſwered, 
© Yeſchtze met ;” that is to ſay, not yet.” The 
Czar, who heard him ſprang inſtantly from his 
ſeat, and giving him a blow in the face; If it 
© be not time for you, ſaid he, ſon of a dog, 
© it is for me, Here ] let theſe dogs be bound! 
—At that very inſtant the clock ſtruck eleven, 
and Lapouchin entered the apartment, followed 
by his company under arms. On ſeeing this the 
traitors fell on their knees, confeſſed their crime, 
and bound one another by the Czar's command. 
Peter then turned to the captain of his guards, 
and, obeying the firſt impulſe of his anger, gave 
him a blow, accompanied with reproaches, for 
having been an hour behind his time. The cap- 
tain took out the note and ſhowed it to the prince, 
who, acknowledging his miſtake, kiſſed the cap- 
tain's forehead, proclaimed him a faithful officer, 

and committed the traitors to his care. 
The puniſhment of their crime is well known. 
Prince John Jourevitz Troubetzkoi, He was. 
then a captain in the Preobraſchinzky regiment 


of guards, and ordered to aſſiſt at the execution 
of theſe traitors, 
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VI. 
Peter rewards fidelity. 


GENERAL Troubetzkoi, ſpeaking to me one 
day of the rebellion of the Strelitzes, related, 
that, being captain of the Preobraſchinzky re- 
giment of guards, he was ordered to guard the 
Princeſs Sophia Alcxeuna, confined in a con- 
vent at Moſcow in a chamber, the windows of 
which were ſecured with iron bars. While he 
was in the antichamber with his guard, the Stre- 
litzes of the princeſs's faction, having under- 
mined the convent, without exciting any ſuſpi- 
cion, and pierced the floor of the room where 
ſhe was, carried her off through the ſubterra- 
neous paſſage they had made, and ſtirred up a 
new ſedition that produced much bloodſhed. 

In the heat of their fury they wiſhed to ex- 
terminate all thoſe whom they deemed of the 
adverſe party, and ſought for Captain 'Trou- 
betzkoi, who was on guard. They were al- 
ready at the door of the antichamber where he 
was poſted, and he could not have eſcaped their 
fury, when one of their number, who had been 
this officer's barber, and had received many fa- 
vours from him, reſolved to ſave his life. He 
offered to conduct his companions to the ſpot 
where the captain muſt certainly be, aſſuring 
them that he had been his barber, and was per- 
fectly well informed on the ſubject. By this 
deception he ſucceeded in leading away the Stre- 
litzes, and the captain who had barricaded the 
door within, had time to make his eſcape. | 
Some 
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Some days after, the rebellion having been 
quelled, and the rebels taken, they were con- 
ducted to execution to the ſquare. Captain 
Troubetzkoi being preſent with the Czar, acci- 
dentally perceived the barber, who had ſaved 
his life, among the number of the criminals, 
bound, and ſtretched out on blocks for execu- 
tion. He inſtantly threw himſelf at the mo- 
narch's feet, related what had paſſed, and begged 
the life of the man who had ſaved his own. 
Peter, charmed with this trait even in a criminal, 
ordered him to be inſtantly unbound, and brought 
before him. Having interrogated him, and find- 
ing his relation conformable to that of the caps 
tain, he gave him to Troubetzkoi in quality of 
ſlave for the remainder of his life, on condition 
that he never approached Moſcow. Troubetzkoi 
ſent him with his family to one of his moſt diſ- 
tant eſtates, where he gave to him and his poſ- 
terity ſome land, which the princes of the cap- 
tain's family ſtill permit his grand children to 
enjoy. 

General John Jourevitz (z, e. fon of George) 
T roubetzkoi, 


VII. 
Repartee of Peter to William King of England. 


THE ſtay made at London by Peter the 
Great, on his firſt journey into foreign countries, 
was but ſhort, and he ſaid himſelf that its du- 

tration 
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ration had been \i'l farther ſhortened by the 
number of things he found there, which were 
either remarkable or new to him. 

When he returned ro h's apartment in the 
evening, after having paſſed the whole day in 
hurrying from place to place, either on foot or 
in his carriage, it was his cuſtom to talk with 
thoſe who had accompanied him, of all they had 
ſeen and remarked; and he often told them that 
he purpoſed making a ſecond journey to England 
on ſome future day, as he found in that country 
2 number of inſtructive objects. 

One day, when he had paſſed the morning 
in viſiting the magnificent hoſpital at Greenwich 
for diſabled ſeamen, and in examining the order 
which pervades that eſtabliſhment, he went to 
court to dine with King William. That prince 
aſking him how he liked Greenwich hoſpital ? 
© Perfe&tly well, anſwered the Czar; and if 
© I were to adviſe Your Majeſty, it would be 
to remove your court thither, and convert your 
palace into an hoſpital,” 


Mr. Rondeau, Reſident from the Engliſh Court 
at Peterſburgh. 


- 


VIII. 


Anſeer of Peter the Great on refuſing a requeſt of 
| the Fe us at Amſterdam. 


© BURING the firſt reſidence of the Czar Peter 
Alexeivitz in Holland, no one could doubt, who 
ſaw 
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ſaw him employed in learning the art of ſhip 
building at Sardam, and endeavouring every 
where to obtain inſtruction concerning the ways 
and means of exciting a ſpirit of commerce, of 
eftabliſhing  manufaRories, and of working up 
raw materials, no one could doubt, I ſay, that 
his principal object, the end of all his labours, 
was the eſtabliſhment of manufactories in his 
own dominions. As he was likewiſe very eager 
to engage foreign artiſls, artiſans, and manu- 
facturers to ſettle in Ruſſia, granting them en- 3 
tire liberty and various privileges, the Jews of 4 
Amſterdam thought they might derive advan- I 
tage from this diſpoſition, They knew that the 
Czar Iwan Vaſiliovitz had baniſhed all the Jews 
from his dominions, and that no one had hi- 
therto been permitted to return. But they 
thought as Peter the Great was labouring to 
give a new form to the Ruſſian empire, and did 
not ſcruple to aboliſh ſeveral ancient cuſtoms, 
that he would likewiſe repeal the edict iſſued by 
the Czar Iwan Vaſiliovitz againſt the people 
of Iſrael. 

For the purpoſe of obtaining this favour, 
they applied to the celebrated De Witſon, bur- 
gomaſter of Amſterdam, the Dutchman whom 
Peter honoured with the greateſt ſhare of famili- 
arity, and begged of him to endeavour to pre- 

| vail on his Czarian Majeſty to permit the Jews, 
as well as other foreigners, to ſettle in Ruſſia, 
to trade, and eſtabliſh manufaftorics. They 
did not forget to ſet forth the great advantages 
that would reſult to his empire from the ex- 
tenſive ſale of its productions, which the Jewiſh 
merchants would procure; and they offered 


to preſent the monarch with the ſum of one 
hundied 
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hundred thouſand florins as the firſt mark of their 
gratitude. 

De Witſon ſuffered himſelf to be perſuaded, 
and promiſed to embrace the firſt opportunity 
of ſpeaking to His Majeſty. He kept his word, 
and laid their demand before him in a very cir- 
cumſtantial manner. The Czar viſited De Wit- 
ſon familiarly every day; held this honeſt man 
in high eſtimation, confulted him about every 
thing, and conſidered him as the beſt maſter he 
could have in a variety of matters. It was, 
therefore, painful to ſend him away with a re- 
fuſal. However, after having liſtened with the 
moſt ſerious attention to the propoſals, he an- 
ſwered, with a ſmile, Mynheer Witſon, you 
© know the Jews, and the ſpirit of my people: 
I am acquainted with both : it is not yet time 
to open a paſlage for the Jews into my coun- 
try. You will, therefore, tell them from me, 
that I thank them for their offers, but that 
if they ſettled in my dominions at preſent, I 
ſhould not be able to repreſs my pity. Though 
they are reputed to have the ſecret of deceive 
ing all the world, I fear that my Ruſſians 
would make them dupes in their turn.” 


M. Hofy, a Dutch ſurgeon, much eſteemed 
by Peter, and who followed him into 


Ruſſia. 


J e a .. 


Nicholas de Witſon, burgomaſter of Amſter- - 
dam, of whom I have juſt ſpoken, was, at the 
ſame time, member of the States of the provinces 
of Holland and Weſt Frieſland, and was as 
great a ſtateſman as a ſage. In his youth he ac- 
companied the Dutch embaſly to Ruſſia, and was 
preſented 
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preſented to the Czar Alexei Michaelovitz, fa- 
ther of Peter the Great. His ſtay in Ruſſia fur- 
niſhed him with the means of collecting mate- 
rials for the compoſition of a geographical chart 
of Northern and Eaſtern Tartary, which he did 
at a great expence, with much trouble, and by 
a molt extenſive correſpondence with Armenians, 
Perſians, Turks, Tartars, Georgians, &c. It 
was publiſhed at Amſterdam, and he dedicated 
and ſent it to the Czar Peter Alexeivitz, who 
was then young. Some years afterwards he 
publiſhed, as an explanation of this chart, his 
excellent work on Northern and Eaſtern Tartary, 
printed in Dutch in 1692. Peter the Great go- 
ing afterwards to Holland, lived on the moſt in- 
timate footing with this learned and profound 
politician, and derived great advantage from their 
daily intercourſe. 


IX, AND X. 


ddeas of Peter the Great concerning the Court of 
Vienna and the Feſuits. 


IT is. well known that Peter, on his return 
from England and Holland, paſſed through Ger- 
many in his way to Vienna, where he was re- 
ceived by the Emperor Leopold in a manner 
worthy of theſe two princes. | 

But his ſtay at that court was not long. The 
ſudden news of the rebellion of the Strelitzes 

forced 
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forced him to haſten his departure, and defer his 
XX intended journey to Venice. 


However, this attentive and penetrating mo- 


arch ſaw and reflected on many things in the 
few days he paſſed at Vienna. 


After his return, the Imperial Court became 
one day the topic at his table. The Czar ſaid 
that he had found every thing in good order at 
the Emperor's, but that he was a little ſorry to 
meet with nothing but Jeſuits at his Court, 
This was the more ſurpriſing to him, as the 
Emperor knew that theſe prieſts poſſeſſed little 
leſs land than himſelf in his own dominions, and 
certainly more money; and yet in the laſt war 
with the 'Tarks they had neither furniſhed him 
with troops nor ſubliidies. 

Wellclotsky, Privy Counſellor, 


To whatever length Peter the Great carried 
his toleration of all ſets of Chriſtians, by al- 
lowing them, without exception, the public ex- 
erciſe ot their religion, as well as to have their 
own prieſts and eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, though 
he did not even hinder the Catholics from hav- 
ing monks, when the community was willing to 
pay the expences; though, at the recommenda- 
tion of the Emperor Joſeph, he granted a ſmall 
monaſtery to both the Capuchin and Franciſcan 
friars; to the firſt at Moſcow, and to the others 
at Peterſburgh; yet no one dared venture to 
peak to him in favour of the Jeſuits, or to ſo- 
licit an eſtabliſhment for them in Ruſſia : the ſo- 
ciety was baniſhed irrevocably from his domini- 
ons, as it was from his heart. 

* I know,” he uſed to ſay, that the Jeſuits 
are moſtly learned men, verſed in all the arts, 
C © and 


„ 7 fe, 


— — 


26 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OP 


0,0. OC A &a SS; 206-9 


and from whom much advantage may be de- 


rived ;z but they will not, by any means, ſuit 
my purpoſe: for I know alſo, that whatever 
zcal they affect for religion, it is in their hands 
no more than a cloak, and the means of 
obtaining riches; as their ſchools and know- 
ledge are only the inſtruments with which they 
execute their intrigues, and the arms they em- 
ploy to ſerve and defend the intereſts of the 
Pope, and to enſlave other ſovereigns.” 

Another time, ſpeaking of the extraordinary” 


power the Jeſuits had acquired: © Its the ſpirit 
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of this order,” ſaid he, to intermeddle in af- 
fairs of ſtatez and I am aſtoniſhed that there 
are ſtill Courts in Europe who cannot, or will 
not, perceive it. Notwithſtanding the refine- 
ment of the Courts of France and Spain, they 
are, in my opinion, far from being ſufficiently 
political, ſince they tolerate in the ſtate an or- 
der of men who have found means to appro- 
priate to themſelves immenſe property both in 
their European and American dominions, who 
have been the ſource of ſo much miſchief to 
them, and who from time to time have car- 
ried their villainy ſo far as to affinate ſeveral 
kings that were obnoxious to them.” 

Count Beſtouchefi, Chancellor of Ruſſia. 
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uit XI. 

'er 

ds 4 Peter's anger at ſeeing human blood /hed to no 
4 4 purpoſe. 

= g WHEN Peter the Great took the town of 


he Narva by aſſault in 1704, the Ruſſian ſoldiers, 

MF fatigued and exaſperated by the length of the 
ſiege, were ſo furious in pillag ng the place, that 
the monarch could neither ſtop nor reduce them 
f. to order, till he oppoſed their paſſage ſword in 

band, and put ſeveral of his own men to death. 
111 He afterwards repaired to the citadel, where the 
Count de Horn, the Swediſh commandant, was 


a brought priſoner before him. Ia the firſt tranſ- 
ly port of his anger the Emperor forgot himſelf fo 
55 far as to ſtrike him. It is you, you alone,” 
. © ſaid he, who are the cauſe of the effuſion 
* * of ſo much blood: you ought long ago to have 
= * capitulated, as you had no aſſiſtance to hope for, 
_ nor any means remaining to fave the place. ; 

bY © Behold this blood! added he, throwing his 


IT ſword on the table: it is not the blood of 
IF < your Swedes, but of my own ſoldiers: with 
this fword I reſtrained their fury, and ſaved 
the inhabitants of the city from the laughter 
to which your thoughtleſs obſtinacy had de- 
voted them.” 
Miſs Anne Iwanowna Cramer, who lived 
with her parents at Narva at the time of 
the hege. 


* 


* * - = 


N. B. This lady was carried priſoner to 
Ruſſia, and, after having experienced many 
C2 viciſſitudes 
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viciſſitudes of fortune, was received at the 


court of the Czar in the quality of maid of ho- 
nour. 


XII. 


Peter the Great at church in the cathedral of 4 
Dantzitk. 1 


IN the courſe of the Czar's ſecond journey 
to Holland, in 1716, he arrived at Dantzick on 
a Sunday, at the very moment the gates of the 
city were going to be ſhut, although in open 
day. He eatered the city and went to his inn, 
ſcarcely meeting a ſingle perſon on his way. 
His ſurpriſe was great at finding the ſtreets of 
ſo populous a town thus deſerted, and as ſoon 
as he had alighted, he aſked his landlord the 
reaſon. 

He learned that it was the hour of divine ſer- 
vice; that all the inhabitants were at church; 
and that it was cuſtomary to keep the gates f 
the city ſhut during the time of ſervice. The 
Czar did not wiſh to loſe an opportunity of ſee- 
ing the form of worſhip at Dantzick, and begged 
the landlurd to conduct him to church. The 
reigning burgomaſter was there, and, in all 
likelihood, had already received notice of his 
arrival; for, as foon as the Czar entered the 
church, he roſe up to meet-him, and con- 
ducted him to the burgomaſter's feat, which 
was a little more clevated than the reſt, The 
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1 Czar ſat down bareheaded, made the burgomal- 


ter fit beſide him, and liſtened to the preacher 

with the greateſt attention, keeping his eyes con- 

ſtantly turned towards the pulpit, while thoſe of 
all the congregation were fixed upon himſelt. 

A few moments after, feeling his head grow 
cold, he took the ample periwig, which covered 
that of the burgomaſter, without ſaying a word, 
and put it on his own. "The bareheaded burgo- 
maſter, and Peter in his gala wig, continued to 
attend to the ſermon without emotion, and when 
it was finiſhed, the Czar, reſtoring what he had 
borrowed, thanked the burgomalter by an inclina- 
tion of his head. This little incident ſeemed 
quite a thing of courſe with the Ruſſian monarch, 
who was accuſtomed to it : but it is ealy to con- 
ceive how fingular it mult have appeared to the 
Dantzickers. When the ſervice was over, the 
magiſtracy deputed a quorum of its members 
to compliment the prince. They were told by a 
Ruſſian nobleman, that he was very well ſatisfied 
with what he had ſcen. He added, that the re- 
moval of the burgomaſter's wig was a trifle 
which ought not to aſtoniſh them; that the Em- 
peror never paid any attention to ſuch little mat- 
ters; and that, as he was ſcarce of hair, it was 
his cuſtom, as often as he felt his head cold at 
church, to take the wig of Prince Mentchicoff, 
or that of any other nobleman who happened 
to be withia his reach. 

Mr. Wahl, ſyndic of the city of Dantzick, ard 
Mr. Ochlets, burgomaſter, deputed to ad- 
dreſs the Empreſs Anne in 17 34, after the tak 
ing of their town by the Ruflians. 
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XIII. 
Bon mot of Peter the Great to Prince Waldeck. 


PETER, in his way to Holland, paſſing 
through the ceuntry of Waldeck, in Lower Sax- 
ony, reſolved to take that opportunity of drinking 
the Pyrmont waters for a few days. The Counts 
of Waldeck (now princes) repaired thither to re- 
ceive ſo diſtinguiſhed a gueſt, and invited him to 
come and fee their new palace of Arholzden as 
ſoon as he ſhould have done drinking the waters. 
The Czar accepted the invitation; was treated 
with the utmoſt magnificence ; and, after a re- 
paſt, which was very long, was led through all 
the apartments of the palace. 'The reigning 
Count then aſked how he liked the edifice ? 'The 
Czar, who was uſed to live in a very plain way, 
anſwered that the ſituation was certainly charm- 
ing, and the ſtructure in a noble taſte; but that, 
in his opinion, it had a defect. The Count preſ- 
ſing His Majeſty to explain himſelf: I can 
find only one, ſaid he : © the kitchens ſeem to 
me to be much too large.” 

Field Marſhal Count de Munich. 


Peter 


PEN. 31 


XIV. 
Peter diſcovered by a Dutch Innkeeper. 


THE Czar, who always obſerved the ſtrict- 
eſt inco-rnito in his travels, on his ſecond journey 
to Holland in 1716, entered Nimeguen with his 
little ſuite at the cloſe of the day. He went to 
an inn, and wiſhing to go to bed early, that he 
might ſet off at break of day, ordered only a 
few eggs aud ſome butter and cheeſe for ſupper : 
a few bottles of red wine were drank at table, 
and his faite retired to reſt. The following 
morning the horſes were ready at dawn of day; 
but before the Czar anade his appearance, his 
purveyor, Dmitry, Andreitch Chapeloff, called 
for a bill. The innkeeper's demand was an hun- 
dred ducats.— Chapeloff, aſtoniſhed, thought it 
neceſſary to remind the landlord that their ſupper 
had only conſiſted of a dozen eggs, and a little 
butter, cheeſe, aud bread. —* It does not ſignify, 
anſwered mine hoſt, I muſt have an hundred 
© diicats before you leave the houſe. Chape- 
loff's rhetoric was thrown away: he would make 
no abatement. That officer, afraid to inſert 
ſo weighty an article in his diſburſements with- 
out his maſter's knowledge, went and informed 
the Emperor. Well perſuaded that he was not 
known, he came down, as if accidentally, 
into the court yard, the gates of which he found 
ſhut by the innkeeper, whom he aſked in Dutch, in 
his way, how he could preſume to exact ſo large 
a ſum for ſach ſlender fare ?--* An hundred 

a C4 © Jucats 
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© ducats a large ſum !* ſaid the landlord: © if I 
« was Emperor of Ruſſia, I would give a thon- 
* ſand.'—On hearing this, the Czar turned his 
back, without ſaying a word, made a ſign to the 
purveyor to pay, and walked away. The Dutch- 3 
man would not open the gates of the yard till he 
had received his hundred ducats, and wiſhed the 
gentlemen a good journey. 


Mr. Dmitry Andreitch Chapeloff, chamber- 
lain at court, 


XV. 
Peter the Great at Paris. 


IT was in the year 1717 that the Ruſſian Mo- 
narch viſited France. In the plan of the journey 
he had laid down, he had not neglected to take 
notes of the principal things he intended to fee 
in the capital. At his firſt viſit to the regent, he 
begged that all ceremony might be diſpenſed 
with, and that the only entertainment given him 
might be a ſight of the royal palaces, the hoſpi- 
tals, arſenals, manufactories, the hotel of the 
invalids, mint, &c. 'The Duke of Orleans, who 
had received this prince in a manner worthy of 
him, aſſured him that every one would be eager 
to gratify his deſires, and introduced to him Louis 
XV. then very young. The Czar made his 
compliment to him in a few words; but as he was 
obliged, in ſpeaking, to ſtoop very much, he 

ſuddenly 


if I 
10U- 

his 
the 
che 
| he 

the 


JC Tm 


PETER THE GREAT. 33 


3 ſuddenly took him up, and held him on his arm 
in the moſt affectionate manner: then giving him 
Ja kiſs—* 1 wiſh, with all my heart,“ faid he, 
that Your Majeſty's improvement may keep 


pace with your growth, and that you may 


== C 
JF © hereafter reign with glory: perhaps the time 
1 


may come when we may ſtand in need of one 

another, and be reciprocally uſeful.— The Czar 
had brought with him from Holland Prince Cou- 
rakin, his ambaſſador to the United Provinces, 
who ſerved him as interpreter on this and all 
other occaſions at Paris. 

The Czar had heard much of the convent of 
St. Cyr, near Verſailles, fonnded by Madame de 
Maintenon, for the reception of young ladies, 
and choſen by her as a retreat after the death of 
Louis XIV. He wiſhed to fee this foundation, 
and ſent a meſſage to Madame de Maintenon. 
She anſwered, that ſhe ſhould think herſelf much 
flattered by ſo great an honour ; but that it would 
give her much greater pleaſure if ſhe were not il], 
and almoſt unable to receive his viſit. 

That is nothing,“ ſaid the Czar: I will not 
be troubleſome to her ; but 1 muſt abſolutely 
ſee her, and pay her my reſpects. She has 
much merit; has rendered great ſervice to the 
king and nation, which has always received 
good at her heads, and never evil, if we ex- 
cept the Hugonots, whom ſhe injured only 
through ſimplicity and ill-directed zeal.” 
He went to St. Cyr the fame day, and found 
Madame de Maintenon in bed, with the curtains 
drawn round her: he opened them ſoftly, ad- 
dreſſed the ſick lady in the moſt affable manner, 
ſat down on the foot of the bed, and made her 
an apology. I am come,” faid he, to ſee 
5 © every 
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© every thing worthy of remark that France 
© contains, and could not negle&t to wait on 
© you to pay you my reſpects, and to aſſure you 
© of the ſentiments of eſteem with which you 
© have inſpired me.'—His Majeſty, whoſe eyes 
were conſtantly fixed upon her, aſked what was 
her diſorder ?—* My diſorder,” anſwered ſhe, in 
a weak voice, is my age.'—The Czar, after a 
proper return, roſe up, and went to. view and 
examine every particular of the houſe. 

The following day he went to the Gobelins“, 
and ſeemed loſt in admiration on beholding the 
beauty of the tapeſtry of that celebrated manu- 
factory. On his return home he found four 
pieces of it ſent thither by the regent's direction: 
they conſiſted of St. Peter with the miraculous 
draft of fiſhes, the reſurrection of Lazarus, the 
healing of the paralytic, and the money chang- 
ers driven from the temple; all done after excel- 
lent pictures by Jouvenct. Theſe four pieces of 
tapeſty, eſtimated at ſixty thouſand. crowns, are 
extremely beautiful, and ſtill in a good ſtate of 
preſervation. They were to be ſeen a few years 
ago in an apartment of the winter palace at 
Peter{burgh, | 

The Czar went to the King's library to ſee 
what was rare or remarkable; and here he was 
requeſted to accept of a dozen volumes in royal 


folio, bound in Morocco, gilt: they were com- 


of beautiful engravings of the palace and 
gardens of Verſailles, and of the campaigns of 
Louis XIV. engraved from drawings. of the 


celebrated Vander Mühlen, by the beſt artiſts of 


Paris. Peter depoſited theſe valuable works 
in his cabiget, aud after his death they were 


— 


* A manufactory of tapeſtry and ſcarlet cloth at Paris. 
given 
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given to the library of the academy of Peterſ- 
burgh, 

But the Czar was never more agreeably ſur- 
priſed than at the mint, where he paſſed a whole 
morning. After having obſerved the different 
apartments with the greateſt attention, and had 
the moſt minute particulars explained to him, he 
was deſirous of ſeeing a medal ſtruck. The di- 
rector immediately ordered planchets of gold and 
ſilver to be brought, and aſked the maſter of 
the mint for a die.— Which will you have?” 
ſaid the maſter.—* It is of little conſequence,” 
anſwered the director; the firſt that comes to 
hand. — A die was placed upon the plate, a 
planchet laid upon it, and the bar put in motion. 
The Czar, who had not let the leaſt movement 
in the operation eſcape him, received the medal 
ſtill warm from the die, from the hands of the 
director. How great was his ſurpriſe when he 
ſaw on one fide his own buſt, very like him, 
and on the other a very flattering compliment; 
that is to ſay, a Fame, and a river, with this 
motto — © Vikes ACQUIRIT EUNDO.”' — He 
continued ſome time looking at the medal with 
great aſtoniſhment, and turned it over and over. 
At laſt he ſhowed it to his attendants, ſaying to 
them in the Ruſſian tongue, It is myſelf.— The 
director of the mint continued to have theſe me- 
dals ſtruck, and diftributed them to all who ac- 
companied the Czar: the perſons of the greateſt 
diſtinction receiving a gold one, and each of the 
reſt one of ſilver. When it was known in France, 
by information from Holland, that the Czar 
was coming to Paris, in order to ſee every thing 


e 3 there, preparations were concerted for this agree- 
a | able 
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able ſurpriſe : the idea“ naturally ſuggeſted itſelf, 
and the engraver was ſoon ready. Peter kept 
this medal in his cabinet till his death; it was 
then added to the cabinet of medals of the Aca- 


demy of Sciences at Peterſburgh, where it is 
{till to be ſeen. 


Baron Tcheriafſoff, who attended the Czar 


in this journey in quality of ſecretary, 


XVL 


Peter and a country clergyman. 


THE Czar Peter was too wiſe a monarch to 
loſe ight for a moment of ſo important an ob- 
ject as agriculture. Whatever part of the world 
he viſited, nothing relative to that ſcience eſcap- 
ed his attention. In all his travels, whether 
through France, Holland, or Germany, when 
he ſaw the country people at work on the right 
or left of the road, he left his carriage to obſerve 
them, and generally converſed with them on the 
ſubject of their occupations. He frequently en- 
tered their houſes, examined every thing, parti- 
cularly their uten(:ls of huſbandry, of which 
he ſometimes made drawings on the ſpot, and 


The idea was ſuggeſted by the Duke d*Antin, ſu- 
perintendant of the buildings, gardens, arts, and ma- 
nufactures of France; and the Roval Academy of In- 
{criptions and Belles Lettres furniſhed the legend. 
The Czar put the bar in motion when the medal was 
track, — See Memoires de PAcad. des Belles Lettres, 
Tom N. page 1, & ſuiv. 

always 


elf, 
ept 
vas 
ca- 
is 


zar 


. 
8 l "dd * A — 
- F — . - 


PETER THE OREAT. 37 


always wrote down his remarks on tablets he 
carried about with him for that purpoſe. It was 
more eſpecially his amuſement at each ſtage while 
the horſes were changing. 

As he was paſling through a village, on his 
return to Paris, he ſaw a man dreſſed very dit- 
ferently from the peaſants, at work in a garden 
of moderate extent. Finding, on inquiry, that 
this laborious cultivator was the vicar of the place, 
he entered the garden, which he perceived to be 
well ſtocked with handſome fruit trees, the houſe 
being ſituated in the middle, and a little foreſt 
of mulberry trees behind. Ihe Czar converſed 
with him a full half hour, and learned that the 
greateſt part of the trees had been planted by 
the vicar himſelf, who ſtill continued to prune 
them with his own hands. 'The prince aſked, 
with aſtoniſhment, why he was obliged to ſub- 
mit to ſuch laborious occupations, and if his pa- 
riſhioners never gave him their aſſiſtance? “ Very 
ſeldom, Sir, anſwered the vicar: * when any 
of them have a few moments leiſuce, they do 
not want a good inclination 3 but they have al- 
ways ſo much buſineſs themſelves, that they 
have little time to ſpare to do mine. How- 
ever, the duties of my office leave me ſufficient 
for the cultivation of my little piece of ground; 
and if the ſeaſon is favourable, I always make 
a few hundred livres a year by the ſale of my 
fruits and filk, which are a very neceſſary ad- 
dition to m-: ſlender allowance.“ 

The Ruſhan monarch was enchanted, and 
wrote down the name of this worthy paſtor in 
his tablets : then turning to the companions of 
his travels“ Obſerve this worthy eccleſiaſtic,? 
laid he: the labour of his hands ſupplies him 
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« with cyder, wine, and ready money into the 
s bargain. Do not fail to remind me of him 
* when we return to Ruſſia: III try it there are 
© any means to animate our village prieſts to cul- 
* tivate their glebes, in order to deliver them at 
once from poverty and floth.” 


The Baron of Teherkaſſoff, who was one of the 
Czar's attendants in the above journey. 


XVII. 


* of Peter the Great for his country and 


dominions. 


EVERY one knows that this great monarch 
gave a new face to the Ruſſian empire; that he 
rendered it at once formidable and flouriſhing, 
by diſciplining his troops, by creating a powerful 
navy, by perteCting the education of the young 
nobility, by eſtabliſhing manufactures, giving 
vigour to commerce, and encouraging the arts 
and ſciences: in ſhort, that he gave his empire 
an influence and importance it never enjoyed 
before his time. Every one is likewiſe well ac- 
quainted with the cruel chagrin he felt for the 
behaviour of his ſon, Alexei Petrovitch, who 
oppoſed all his deſigus, and counteracted his moſt 
uſeful operations. This was carried to ſuch a 
length, that it reduced him to the painful ne- 
ceſſity of extorting a public declaration from his 
lon, by which the young prince acknowledged 

himſelf 


PETER THE GREAT. 39 


ö himſelf to be incapable of reigning, to have for- 


feited his right of ſucceſſion, and to have re- 


nounced his pretenſions to the throne. Thus 
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did the love of his country gain the aſcendancy 
over paternal affection in the heart of Peter the 
Great. He rather choſe to exclude his own {ſon 
from the crown, than to expoſe the empire to 
the danger of ſinking again into the ignorance 
and barbariſm from which he had raiſed it. 

But a ſtill more aſtoniſhing proof of the pa- 
triotic ſentiments that moved this prince to ſacri- 
fice every thing, even his own perſon, to the 
public good, is the letter he wrote to the ſenate 
of Peterſburgh from the camp at Pruth in 1711, 
when he was blocked up with his whole army, 
deſtitute of proviſions or reſource, by an hun- 
dred thouſand Turks. In this deſperate ſituation, 
from which it ſeemed that nothing but a mi- 
racle could deliver him, his unealineſs did not 
ariſe from his own danger, but from that of the 
ſtate. He ſaw with unſhaken courage the mo- 
ment draw near, when the only alternative left 
would be to periſh with his troops by the Turkiſh 
ſcimitar, or to ſurrender himſelf priſoner of war. 
At laſt, when he thought all was irrecoverably 
loſt, he entered his tent, fat down with great 
tranquillity, wrote and ſealed a letter, and ſent 
for the officer in whom he placed the greateſt 
confidence. —* Will you undertake,” ſaid he, 
* to paſs through the enemy's camp, and carry 
* a letter to Peterſburgh ?—The officer, who 
was well acquainted with the country, anſwered 
in the affirmative, and aſſured His Majeſty that 
his letter ſhould be dclivered. Peter, rely- 
ing on the word of this ſervant, gave him the 
letter, addreſſed to the ſenate, kiſſed his fore- 


head, 
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head, and added theſe words—* Go, then, and 
© God be your guard.” 

In nine days the officer reached the capital, 
and delivered his letter to the aſſembled ſenate. 
The doors were ſhut while it was read, and great 
was the aſtoniſhment of the aſſembly when they 
heard what follows : 

* I have to inform you, that, deceived by falſe 
intelligence, and from no negle&t of my own, 
I find mylelf blocked up in my camp by a 


mine: my proviſions. are intercepted, and we 


taken priſoners, if Heaven aſſiſt us not by ſome 
unexpected means. If I ſhould happen to be 
taken by the Turks, I deſire you to conſider 
me no longer as your Czar, or Lord, nor to pay 
attention to any order that may be brought you 
in my name, not even if you ſhould perceive 
the handwriting to be mine; but to wait till I 
come in perſon: or, if I am doomed to die 
here, and you ſhall receive well authenticated 
accounts of my death, you will proceed to 
elect the moſt worthy among you for my ſuc- 
ceſſor. 

The original of this letter is ſtill exiſting in 
the cabinet of Peter the Great, at the imperial 
palace in Peterſburgh, among a multitude of 
other papers in his own handwriting. Prince 
Michaila Michailovitz Stcherbatoff, who has the 
care of them, has ſhown them to ſeveral perſons 
of diſtinguiſhed rank. 

Prince Michaila Michailovitz Stcherbatoff, great 
chamberlain and keeper of the archives to the 
ſenate of Peterſburgh. 
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XVIII. 


Peter the Great's taſte for Painting. 


IT was during his ſecond journey, in 1716 
and 1717, that the Czar's diſcernment in mat- 
ters of painting was the moſt evidently ſhown. 
He viſited, at Amſterdam, the maſters in the 
higheſt repute at that time; paſſed whole hours 
in ſeeing them paint, converſed with them con- 
cerning their art, and acquired a great deal of 
taſte. He was particularly pleaſed with the pro- 


ductions of the Flemiſh and Brabantine ſchools, 


and made a conſiderable collection of their 
works. | 

His favourites were, Rubens, Van Dyck, 
Rembrandt, Jan Stein, Van der Werf, Lin- 
gel bach, Bergheim, Mieris, Wouverman, 
Breughel, Oſtade, Van Huyſen, &c. but he pre- 
ferred the Dutch ſea pieces. The productions 
in this way, which he eſteemed the moſt, were 
thoſe of the celebrated Adam Silo, who made 
painting his ſtudy, after having been himſelf 
captain of a ſhip, and who bore away the palm 
from all his competitors, in the repreſentation of 
ſea manceuvres. Indeed the Czar found them 
very uſeful for his inſtruction in the knowledge 
of thoſe particulars, and he furniſhed the anti- 
chamber of his ſummer palace at Peterſburgh 
with them. At Peterhof, where he had form- 
ed the firſt gallery of paintings ſeen in Ruſſia, 
in the palace of the Fmprefs, called Montplai- 
fir, the ſea pieces of Silo were placed in the moſt 
conſpicuous ſituations. 


The 
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The Ruſſian monarch being at a public ſale 
of pictures at Amſterdam, found himſelf by the 
ſide of a dealer, of the name of Xſel, a Swils, 
a good painter of hiſtory pieces and ſtill life, 
and, above all, an excellent connoifleur, and 
well acquainted with the maſters of the Low- 
Country ſchool. It was there that Peter made 
the acquiſition of a numher of pictures, of which 
a great part were employed in forming the gal- 
lery at Peterhof, and the reſt in decorating his 
antichainbers. That he might have a perſon 
capable of attending 40 the preſervation of his 
purchaſes, and even to augment his collection, 
he took Xſel into his fervice, and carried him to 
Peterſburgh. 

This artiſt executed there ſeveral fine pieces 
m his manner; among which a ſkull, with an 
extinguiſhed candle ſtill ſmoaking, and muſical 
EY &c. is remarkable. He died at 

eterſburgh in 1743, at a very advanced age, 
with the title of Painter to the Royal Academy 
of Sciences. 

Xſel, the Painter. 


XIX. 


Peter the Great's principles in the reception he 
gave to ſtrangers. 


IT would be injuſtice to this monarch to ſay 
that he had a blind partiality to foreiguers and 
| their 
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& their manners. He has ſufficiently ſhown on 
all occaſions that he had no other view in re- 
ceiving them kindly than the good of his em- 
ire. 

; In his firſt journey to England, Holland, and 
Germany, he had attentively obſerved what his 
own ſubjects were deficient in, as well in rei- 
pect to manners, as in regard to commerce and 
induſtry. When he returned in 1698, he turned 
his intention to the means of enlightening his 
nation, by inviting foreigners of merit to his 
dominions, according to the plan already laid 
down by the Czar ivan Vaſiliovitz, his prede- 
ceſſor. 

As early as 1699 he ordered two ukaſes to 
be publiched throughout the empire, both of 
which tended to the accompliſnment of his de- 
ſigus. By one he permitted the nobility to ex- 
tend their travels beyond his dominions; but on 
condition that thoſe who deſired to derive profit 
from their excurſions ſhould acquaint. him with 
their intentions, and receive his inſtructions con- 
cerning the particular objects of ſtudy which 
they might prefer, according to his condition, 
fortune, abilities, diſpoſition, and views. The 
other ukale was addreſſed to all his ambaſſadors, 
reſidents, and charges d affairs, in foreign 
courts, requiring them to make known, in his 
name, in every country, that all foreigners who 
would come to Ruſſia ſhould be welcome, and 
ſhould not only enjoy particular protection and 
great privileges, but ſhould likewiſe receive 
pecuniary advances, and every kind of aſſiſt- 
ance in the formation of their eſtabliſhments. 
The Czar was particularly deſirous of acquir- 
ing good ſea and land officers, engineers, 
gunners, 
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gunners, ſkilful artiſts, manufacturers, and ar- 
tiſans. He alſo took meaſures to inſure them a 
good reception, and every neceſſary aſſiſtance, 
even in his ablence. 

Hence it was, that, when report afterwards 
ſpoke of Peterſburgh, the new city he was build- 
ing, a multitude of foreigners arrived from all 
countries, ſettled there, built houſes, and lived 
either in His Majeſty's ſervice, or by their own 
induſtry, He gave them the moſt gracious re- 
ception ; allowed the officers double pay; con- 
verſed Boy the artiſts and artiſans in the moſt 
affable manner, viſited their workſhops, and placed 
young Ruſſians apprentices with them, with a 
view of bringing up maſters, who might after- 
wards, in their turn, inſtruct their countrymen. 
He ſeized every opportunity of encouraging theſe 
young people, and of exciting their emulation, by 
aſſuring them they ſhould be promoted when they 
made themſelves capable of fulfilling his deſigns. 

The monarch, however, ſoon perceived that 
ſeveral Ruſhan noblemen cenſured, in ſecret, the 
favour he ſhewed to foreigners in general, and his 
condeſcending familiarity with foreign builders, 
Dutch captains of ſhips, German artiſts and 
others, and diſcovered a jealouſy of the prefe- 


rence he gave them. He therefore thought it 


proper to give an explanation. One day, when 
he ſaw himſelf ſurrounded by a great number of 
theſe noblemen, all Ruſſians, he availed himſelf 
of the opportunity, and turned the converſation 
on the foreigners—* I well know, ſaid he, 


© that the favour I am obliged to grant them 


publicly does not pleaſe all my ſubjects: but I 
© have two kinds of ſubjects; I have intelligent 
© and well-meaning ones, who ſee very plainly 

© that 


_—_ 
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«© that if I endeavour to retain foreigners in my 
« dominions, it is only for the inſtruction of my 
© people, and conſequently the good of the em- 
© pire: I have others who have neither ſufficient 
« diſcernment to perceive my good intentions, 
nor candour to acknowledge, and chearfully 
© to comply with them; who, in ſhort, from 
© want of reflection, deſpiſe all that appears new, 
© feel regret on ſeeing us emerge from our an- 
© cient ſtate of ſloth and barbariſm, and would 


© hold us down, if it were in their power. Let 
them reflect a little what we were before I had 
© acquired knowledge in foreign countries, and 
© had invited well-informed men to my domi- 
* nions: let them conſider how I ſhould have 
* ſacceeded in my enterpriſes, and made head 
© againſt the powerful enemies I have had to en- 
© counter, without their aſſiſtance |! — 


Paul Iranovitch, Count Iagouchinſky. 


XX. 
Peter's pleaſure gardens for the uſe of the public. 


WHEN the Czar had conquered Eſtonia, and 
taken the city of Rival, he was not content 
with repairing the ramparts and the defences of 
the port; he reſolved alſo to have a magnificent 
pleaſure garden laid out in a very agreeable ſpot 
oppoſite to it. Nothing was forgotten: it was 
decorated with extenſive pieces of water, little 
iflands, jets d'eaux, ſtatues, &c. and, to render 
the place complete, a fine palace was conſtrued 
in the Italian manner; the ſtoue neceſſary for 

| which 
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which was taken from the quarry of Laagberg 


in the neighbourhood. 'This place was called 
Catherine's Valley, (Catherinen- Thal) in honour 
of the Empreſs. The Czar knew very well 
that he ſhould have but little enjoyment from it, 
any more than his conſort, who hardly ever left 
him in his travels, and more ſeldom in his cam- 
paigns z but his object was to give to the public 
a place of recreation. Some years after, when 
the whole had been long finiſhed, he returned 
to Rival with the Empreſs, and went to lodge 
at the palace. He was much aſtoniſhed to fee 
ſcarcely any body walking in the beautiful cover- 
ed avenues, and other delightful walks of the 
gardens ; and, finding a ſentry at the entrance, 
aſked why ſo fine a walk was ſo like a deſert fo 
© It is becauſe we let no perſon come in,” ſaid 
the ſoldier.— Howe“ replied the Czar, ſharp- 
ly 3 © and pray what blockhead has given you 

© theſe orders? Our officers.—“ What fol- 
* IyP cried the monarch : * could theſe people 
imagine that I made ſo vaſt a walk, at ſo much 
© expence, for myſelf alone, and not for the 
advantage of the public 

The following day he ordered it to be pub- 
liſhed with found ot drum through all the city, 
that admiſſion into Catherinen-Thal was granted 
to every body, and that the ſentries in the gar- 
den were only intended to prevent diſorder, or 
any damage being done to the trees and whatever 
elſe it contained. Catherinen Thal to this day 
continues to he the 1 huilleries “ of the city of 
Rival. 

MI. Gleihils, bargomaſter of the town, 


XXI. Peter 
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+ The Thuilleries are beautiful gardens at Paris, 
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Peter the Great's affability to officers and artiſts. 


” 


ALL Peter the Great's hiſtorians have ſpoken 
of the ſtrong taſte he diſcovered in his youth for 
every thing that relates to navigation: nor have 
the ingenious means that were employed to in- 
ſpire him with this taſte been forgotten, nor the 
aſtoniſhing progreſs he made as he advanced in 
age. 
Even the life he led at Sardam 1s pretty well 
known; and it is no ſecret that he repaired to 
the dock-yard with the workmen at the dawn of 
day, carrying, like them, his axe and other 
tools on his ſhoulder. But what the public is 
not ſo well acquainted with is, that this, paſſion 
never deſerted him : in the midſt of his court he 
never employed his hours of leiſure in the after- 
noon ſo agreeably as in converſing with ſkilful 
mariners and able builders. I have been aſſured 
of this by a number of Ruſſians and foreigners, 
and J have committed to paper ſeveral circum- 
ſtances communicated by them, which have not 
hitherto appeared in print. 

It was not one of Peter's faults to be prodigal 
of titles, dignities, or enormous pay. All the 
Engliſh and Dutch mariners he had at Peter(- 
burgh, as well to equip his veſſels as to navigate 
them, had conſiderable wages, it is true, but 
only the rank of capta n. The following were the 
means furniſhed them by chance of obtaining 
more diſtinguiſhed appointments :—As the Czar 
was exceſſively fond of having them about his 

| perlon, 
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perſon, it conſequently happened that as often 
as he paſſed his evening at any nobleman's, they 
were, out of compliment, invited alſo, that the 
monarch might enjoy the entertainment moſt a- 
dapted to his taſte. 

One evening, when they were to be preſent at 
a great aſſembly, they agreed among themſelves 
to refuſe to fit down. The Czar preſſed them 
repeatedly to take ſeats; but they anſwered 
only by a low bow, and continued ſtanding. 
Not divining at once the cauſe of this unuſual 
and obſtinate reſpe&, he at laſt aſked why none 
of them choſe to fit down, notwithſtanding his 
reiterated orders? We entreat your Majeſty,” 
ſaid one of them, not to take it amiſs; but 
© while we ſee the colonels and other field offi- 
* cers ſtanding behind your Majeſty, and only 
the generals and brigadiers permitted to fit, it 
* would not become us, who are no more than 
* captains, to Me the ſame liberty.'—The Czar, 
who caught their idea ſmiled, and faid to them, 
© Well, well, ſay no more about this to-day ; 
© bat fit down, and I will endeavour to find a 
© remedy for the inconveniency,* He noted in 


his tablets what had happened, and ſome days 


atter made a promotion among them, which gave 
to each the rank of brigadier, colonel, or major, 
according to their abilities and reſpective length 
of ſervice. 

M. Bruyns, boatſwain general. 


XXII. De- 
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XXII. 


Diſtiuction made by Peter beteueen certain 


nations. 


THIS monarch had ſtudied with much at- 


Wention the diſtinguiſhing character of the indivi- 
WH uals of ſeveral European nations: he well knew 
heir manner of thinking and living, and, in 
onſequence of this knowledge, had laid down 
ales for the encouragement to be given to thoſe 
x hom he invited to his dominions. One day, 
en he was at the admiralty, where the ap- 
oiatinent of ſeveral foreigners was in agitation, 
e rook occahon to ſpeak of the manner of treat- 
ng then, their diſpoſitions, abil.ties, and incli- 
ations, and particularly concerning the quantum 
f ſalary that ſhould be allotted to each. 


* Toa Frenchman, ſaid he, good pay may 
be given : he is a man of pleaſure who does 
not amals money, but ſpends whatever he 
earns. The caſe is nearly the ſame with a 
German: he loves good livin”, and ſcarcely ſaves 
any thing. An Engliſhman requ res ſomething 
more: he will enjoy himſelf at any rate, ſhould 
he even he obliged to have recourſe to his own 
cred t. As to a Dutchman, he ſcarcely eats 
ſufficient to ſatisfy nat-'re, and thinks of no- 
thing but of œconomiſing; leſs therefore will 
ſerve him: and lefs ſtill will ſerve an Italian, 
who is naturally ſo parſimonious, that he al- 
ways poſſeſſes much money: he does not even 
make a myſtery of it, but confeſſes, without 
reſerve, that he ſerves abroad with no other 

D © view 
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| * view than to accumulate ſufficient to live upon 
© hereafter at his eaſe, in his paradiſe, his dear 
© Italy, where money is ſcarce.” 

Count Ivan Grigory Tchernichoff, vice preſi- 
| dent of the admiralty college, who had 
2. heard it related by people older in office. 


9 XXII. 


Peter the Greats indulgence to thoſe in whom he 
" confided, and who were nece{ſary to him. 


1 TH E ſenate had long perceived that Prince 
W. Menchicoft 's accounts were not exact, and that 
malverſations found their way into the purchaſe || 
of ammunition z with which he was charged, 


Mt They had more than once thought it incumbent Wl 


on them to fend to that nobleman and demand 1 
| an explanation; but they never received a ſatis= Wl 
1 . "x 
9 factory anſwer : the prince, at moſt, returned 


10 ſome inferior officer, merely out of decency, with 
| a verbal meſſage, but took care never to return 
a written anſwer in his own handwriting, or 
(Mgr ſigned with his name. At length the ſenate, that 
1 they might not be reſponfivle themſclves, had a 
| paper drawn up, containing the principal charges 

[ relative to the department with which Prince 
Menchicoff was entruſted, and contented them - 
ſelves with laying it on the table of the aſſembly, 
in the place where the zar was accuſtomed to 
ſit, without mak.ng any farther repreſentation on 
the ſubject. It did not eicape the vigilant eyes 
of 
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of the prince the firſt time he came to the ſenate: 
he took up the liſt of charges, ran his eye haſtily 
over it, and laid it down again on the table with- 
ont ſaying a word, or even ſeeming to have look- 
el at the contents. The paper ſtill continued in 
its place. At length the ſenators took the refolu- 
tion of ſpeaking to him. The privy-counſetlor 
Tolſter, ſeated next the Czar, after having pre- 
ſented the paper, aſked what His Majeſty thought 
of the contents? — Nothing,” anſwered the 
Emperor: Menchicoff wilt always be Menchi- 
* coff.” — The ſenators were left to interpret theſe 
words in any way they pleaſed to underſtand 
them; and there the matter reſted, no one 
thinking proper to mention it a ſecond time. 

Comte Offerman, 


= 


XXIV. 
Peter the Grea! frequently a godfather. 


bp THOUGH fo great a prince, the Czar 
as not offended when the meaneſt of his ſub. 
Wy <cts requeſted him to hold their children at the 
baptiſmal font; and he did hot refuſe perſons 
ven of the loweſt rank. When he was at lei- 
lure, he even condeſcended to (it at their table, 
and leemed better ſatisfied with their fender 
are than with the moſt ſplendid entertainment. 
dis true that he was at all times a declared enemy 
pf all expence incurred from ceremony or ſhow, 
ad never miſſed an opportunity of teſtifying his 

2 diſpleaſure 
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diſpleaſure on ſuch occaſions. He ſtood ſponſor 
for almolt every one of the firſt children, at 
leaſt, of all the officers and ſoldiers of his regi- 
ment of guards. But it was allo needleſs to ex- 


pect a conſiderable lar geſs; for he generally con- 


tented himſelf with giving a kiſs to the ſoldier's 
wife, and putting a rouble under the pillow, ac- 
cording to ancient Ruſſian cuſtom. When the 
child was an officer's, the preſent was a ducat. 
Brigadier Groot, at Muſcow, as well as feveral 
old officers, and other aged pertons in the 
city. 


Remark of the Author.— I have heard this 
anecdote confirmed by the |;,mprets Elizabeth her- 
ſelf. During the two firſt vears after the ROS 
of her nephew, Prince Peter Feodorovitch, 
was her cuſtom to viſit him almoſt every mens 
in deſhab:ille. One day the aſked the prince what 
preſent he had made to the othcer of the guards, 
whoſe child he had held at the font in the chapel 
of the court ?—ilis Highnets astwered, that he 
had ſent him an hundred ducats —* Ha! ha! 
replied the Empreſs, Jaurhing : © you may de- 
pend upon bein often aſked to ſtand godfather ; 
© and if Your Highneſs docs the honours ſo 
* magnificently, you have nothing farther to do 
© but prepare a hcavy purſe, be Emperor, my 
father, who was ſpoutor to the children of as 
many as withed it, Wuo retuled no one, did 
not ſo: a k is to the mother, and a ducat un- 
der the pillow, was all, and the patents were 
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NO FHINC: was fo much the object of the 
Czar's antipathy as 2 black inic&t of the icara- 
beus or beetle kind, which breeds in houſes that 
are not kept clean, and eipeciaily in places where 
meal and other proviſions are depoſited. In the 
country the walls and ccilngs of the peaſants” 
houſes are covered with them, particularly in 
Ruſſia, where they abound more than in any 
other part of the world. hey ate there called 
taracan , but our natural s give them the name 
of dermeſte, or diſſecting iCcarabens. 

Althou h the Ruſſian monarch was far from 
being ſubject to childiſh {cars, ur wonlauiſh fan- 
cies, one of thele inſects ſufficed to drive him 
out of an apartment, nay, even out of the houſe. 
In his frequent jouruies in his own dominions he 
never went into a huuſe without having bis apart- 
ment carefully 1wept by one of his owa fervants, 
and being aſſured that there were no taracans to 
fear. One day ke paid a viſit to an officer who 
ſtood pretty high in his eſteem, at his country 
houſe, which was built of wood, at a little 
diſtance from Moſcow. The Czar expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction with what was offered him, and 
with the order he vbicrved in the houſe. The 
company fat down to table, and dinner was al- 
ready begun, when he aiked his landlord if there 
were taracans in his houſe ? 

© Not many,” replied the officer, without re- 
flecting; „and the better to get rid of them, I 
D 3 | © have 
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* have pinned a living one to the wall.” At the 
ſame time he pointed to the place where the in- 
ſect was pinned, and ſtill continued to palpitate. 
Unfortunately, it was juſt beti ie the Czar, in 
whom the unexpected fight of this object of his 
averſion produced ſo much emotion, that he roſe 
inſtantly from table, gave the officer a vio- 
lent blow, and left his houſe with all his adtend- 
ants. 


John Hofy, ſurgeon to His Imperial Majcſty. 


XVXVI. 
Great memory ef the Czar. 


AT the time of the firſt revolt of the Stre- 
litzes at: Moſcow, Peter the Great, then very 
young, was conducted by his mother, and a 
ſmall party of faithful ſervants, to the abbey of 
Troitz, which was ſuppoſed to be a place of ſafety, 
and was at the diſtance of ſixty werſts from the 
City. But his retreat did not eſcape the attention 
of the rebels, and a fierce band was ſoon ſeen 
running in ſearch. of the prince, with the inten- 
tion of killing him. They ſearched the whole 
houſe, and not finding him there, ſome of theſe 
banditti penetrated as far as the church. There 
they ſaw him on the altar, in his mother's arms, 
and in the moit ſacred part of the temple. One 
of the villains ran inſtantly with his uplifted ſabre 
to give him the fatal ſtroke. In this critical mo- 
ment, when there was no reaſon to hope for the 

priace's 
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prince's ſafety from human aſſiſtance, Divine 
Providence, which deſtined him for ſuch great 
things, and afterwards preſerved him in ſo many 
dangers, now ſaved him, for the firſt time, by 
one of thoſe unexpected interferences that belong 
to it alone. The rebel held the young Czar 
by the ſhoulder with one hand, with the other 
he lifted the murderous weapon, and was in 
the very act of cutting off his head; while the im- 
perial child gazed at him with harror in his look. 
Another rebel ſuddenly cried out to the firſt, 
Stop, brother, not upon the altar; wait till 
© he is out of the church: he cannot eſcape us 
now. - Me hen, hehold ! at that very inſtant, 
the other Strel tzes, perceiving a numerous body 
of cavairy flying to the aſſiſtance of the Czar, 
and already in the ſquare before the church, cry 
out to thoſe who are with'n to make their eſcape. 
They all fled in the utmoſt d forder, and left 
the young prince unhurt to the care of his de- 
liverers. 

More than twenty years after this event, when 
ſeveral other ſeditions had been quelled, and 
when the Strel.tzcs were ſuppreſſed, and no longer 
an object of diſmay, every thing being quiet, 
and the Czar occupied by the cares of govern- 
ment, he happened one day to be in the ſquare 
before the admiralty reviewing ſome hundreds of 
newly- entered ſeamen. As he was walking 
through the ranks, his obſervant eye permitting 
nothing to eſcape him, he ſuddenly uttered a 
icream of fear, ſtarted ſeveral paces back, and 
ordered one of the ſailors to be taken into cuſtody. 
The wretch, whoſe conſcience explained but too 
well the meaning of this emotion, unintelligible 
to all others, fell at the feet of the Czar, and 

D 4 cried 
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Cried out, * Pardon! Your Majeſty! I am 

© guilty, and deſerve to die. Nobody could tell 
from what all this proceeded: even thoſe who 
knew the man had always ſeen him exact in do- 
ing his duty, and regular in his conduct. But 
what, was the general aſtoniſhment when the 
Czar was heard to aſk him if he had not been a 
Strelitz, and if he were not the very man who, 
in the monaſtery of 'Troitz, had held the ſword 
over his head ?—The ſailor confeſſed it; and, 
on being farther queſtioned, related, that having 
enlifled very young in that corps, he had been 
concerned in the rebellion; that afterward feel- 
ing the ſting of repentance, he had deſerted his 


accomplices before they were taken into cuſtody ; 


that for ſeveral years he had wandered about in 
diſtant deſerts, leading the moſt miſerable life; 
aud that having at length offered himſelf to the 
admiralty as a peaſant arrived from Siberia, he 
had been received as a ſailor, and had done his 
duty like an honeſt man till that moment. 

The Emperor's clemency awakened at this in- 
genuous recital, commiſerated the poor wretch, 


and pave him his life; but forbade him ever to 


appear before him, under penalty of the ſevereſt 
puniſhment. The ſailor returned thanks to God 
and his ſovereign, and was ſent to a province 
ſufficiently diſtant, ſo az to leave no room to 
fear that the Emperor would ever ſee him again. 
Field-marſhal Troubetzkoi, and Mr, Bruyns 
maſter-attendant general. 


XXXVII. Peter's 


N ar K r OD 
8 he ; wv AY r j 


PETER THE GREAT. 87 


XXVII. 


Peter's cabinet of natural Hi, and ether cot 
lecticns. 


THE firſt ſtay that Peter the Great made in 
Holland, in 1698, was ſolely devoted to the ac- 
compliſhment of his principal view, which was 
to acquire information concerning navigation, 
ſhipbuilding, commerce, manufactures, induſtry, 
&c. but in his ſecond journey, in 1717 and 1718, 
in which he included France, he applied him- 
ſelf a great deal to the ſciences and polite arts. 
He went every where to view public collections, 
and even the principal private cabinets of natu- 
ral hiſtory, pictures, and other productions of 
the arts. Among others, there were two at Am- 
ſterdam uncommonly beautiful, that greatly at- 
tracted his attention. Aﬀter having ſecn them 
often, and examined them in the minuteſt man- 
ner, he at laſt purchaſed them tor conſiderable 
ſums, and ſent them to Peterſburgh with the ne- 
ceſſary precaution. One was the entire collection 
of the celebrated anatomiſt Ruyich, who had 
been forty years in forming it. A defcriptive ca- 
talogue of it has been printed in Holland with 
this title — Theſaurus anatomicus per ſcrinia di- 
viſus, with plates, and is ſtill to be found in the 
hands of anatomiſts. This collection is yet en- 
tire in the poſſeſſion of the Academy of Sciences 
at Peterſburgh. The other was that of the 
Apothecary Seba, conſiſting of all known land 
and ſea animals, birds, reptiles, and inſects, of 
the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, of which a deſcrip- 
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tion appeared in four volumes in folio, with 
beautiful engravings, entitled Scbe "Theſaurus 
Naturz, &c. The Czar alſo made Xſel, the 
painter, copy the portraits of theſe two cele- 
brated men, and placed them in his cabinet of 
natural hiſtory. That of Seba is ſtill to be ſeen 
at the academy; but it is not known what is be- 
come of that of Ruyſch : the librarian Shouma- 
cher ſuſpected that this portrait, after the death 
of Peter the Great, inſtead of being delivered 
to the academy with the other effects deſigned 
for it, was millaid or Joſt in the removal. 

Theſe two celebrated collections were the 
foundation of the cabinet of the academy. of 
ſciences. Peter the Great granted for this pur- 
poſe a large inſulated ſtone building, ſituated 
on the banks of the Neva, in a place called So- 
nolnoi-Dvor. It was his cuſtom to go thither 
two or three times a week, and there ſtudy 
the orders of the ſyſtem, at an early hour, be- 
fore he went to the admiraity. He enjoyed him- 
ſelf ſo much in the mic{t of theſe precious col- 
leftions of natural hiſtory, that he reſolved one 
day to give at this place the firſt audience to an 
ambaſſador from the cuurt f Vienna. His 
chancellor aſked him if he would not prefer his 
ſummer palace for the mceting f—* Let him 


come here,“ an{wered the monarch : © the place 


© in which I ſce him the firſt time muſt be in- 
different to him: he is ſent on an embaſly to 
me, and not to one of my palaces; and 
© can tell me whatever he has to ſay in any 
place.“ The audience was really given in the 
cabinet of natural hiſtory at five. o'clock in the 
morning. | 
Another 
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Another time, when His Maj:(ly was there 
witi the attorney general, Paul Ivanovitch la- 
gouchiniky, ſofhe other ſenators, and ſeveral 
grandees, he made them obſerve the ſyRematical 
arrangement of his cabinet of natural hiſtory, 
and of the anatomical collection of Ruyſch, 
explaining to them the great advantages that 
might be derived thence on what related to the 
knowledge of the human body, the inſtruction 
of ſurgeons, and to the injuring of the opera- 
tions of the healing art. At the ſame time ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the librarian Schoumaker, 
who was charged with the care of it under the 
direction of Aroſky, the fit phyſician, he in- 
timitated his orders, that the admiſſion ſhould 
in future be tree to all perſons who might apply, 
and that care ſhould be taken to condutt them to 
every part, and to ſhow and explain to them mi- 
nutely whatever they might deſire to ſce. 

The attorney general beſtuwed juſt praiſe on 
the wiſe and benevolent. views of His Majeſty ; 
but an ill- directed ſpirit of economy made him ob- 
ſerve, that, as the preſervation of io many cu- 
riofities required a certain annual expence, it 
would be auviſeable to make all thoſe who might 
wiſh to ſee the cabinet pay a rouble or two, by 
way of eſtabliſhing a fund for its ſupport, or 
even for its augmentation. The Czar, whoſe 
intention it was to allure his ſubjects to the ſtudy 
of nature, interrupted the attorney general: 
Paul Ivanovitch,“ ſaid he, © you do not know 
what you ſay ! Your propoſal would produce 
an effect exactly contrary to my views. Who 
would care for my exotic collections if I only 
ſhowed them for money? On the contrary, 
it is my will and intention not only that every 
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© body enter gratis, but alſo, whenever a com- 
© pany comes to ſee the cabinet, that they be 
© offered, in my name, and at my expence, a diſh 
of coffee, a glaſs of wine, or ſome other re- 
© freſhment, in this repoſitory of curioſities.” 

In conſequence of this order, the librarian 
was allowed four hundred roubles a year over 
and above his ſalary to defray this new expence. 
In the reign of the Empreſs Ann I have often 
ſeen refreſhments offered to perſons of diſtinction 
who came to view the cabinet. As for decent 
people of inferior rank, the under librarian, or 
{ome other proper perſon, conducted them with 
civility and attention, ſhowing them all the curio- 
ſities, aud adding a few words by way of expla- 
nation. 


Counſellor Schoumacher, libranan, and jia- 
ſpector of the cabinet of natural hiſtory, 


&c. 


XXVIII. 


Encouragement given by Peter the Great to pro- 
..  getlors. 


IN matters of political reform, prudence re- 
quires us to proceed ſtep by ſtep, to examine 
every thing, that we may retain only what is 
good, and not to overturn the whole fabric at 
once. Peter the Great was too wiſe to deviate 
from theſe principles. He had a natural propen- 
fity to employ himſelf in all thoſe reſearches 


which promiſed to be in any way of the ſmalleſt 
utility 
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utility to the welfare of the ſtate. Indeed he 
never rejected any one of the numerous projects 
preſented to him, without having firſt examined 
it, except thoſe of alchymiſts ; for, with regard 
to them, he was convinced that a man who pre- 
tended to make gold mult be a very bad chymiſt; 
that is to ſay, in few words, according to his ex- 
preſſion, very ignorant, or a very greatknare. 
Eager to obtain new knowledge on every ſub- 
ject, his active genius did not miſs any opportu- 
nity of acquiring it; and it was with this view 
that he encouraged all projectors. He had the 
patience to hear them attentively, but carried his 
caution ſo far as to have the neceſſary experi- 
ments made by ſkilful people in his preſence, that 
he might judge of the practicability of their 
ſchemes with his own eyes. If the experiment 
ſucceeded according to the aſſertion of the pro- 
jector, the Czar always gave him a proportiona- 
b'e reward, and offered him a ſuitable employ. 
If, on the contrary, the project was found im- 
practicable, of no utility, or founded on falſe 
principles, whether from want of judgment, 
knowledge, or attention, provided at leaſt no in- 
tended deceit appeared, he himſelf took the trou- 
ble of undeceiving the projector, and never ſcat 
him away without ſome preſent: If he was a fo- 
reigner, he joined to it a ſum of money to enable 
him to return to his own country; and when en- 
deavours were made to diſſuade him from doing 
this, he became the projeCtor's apologiſt.— Why 
5 ſhould he be a knave?” ſaid he: © the man knew 
© no better; ſuch were his ideas : beſides, there 
* was no cunning in the caſe; his intention was 
* tobe uſeful to me.” 
Field-marſhal Count de Munich, 
XXIX. Sin- 
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XXIX. 
Singular edict of Peter the Great. 


SOME years after the city of Peterſburgh 
was built few ſtreets were paved, and, on the 
ſmalleſt fall of rain, they were very wet and 
muddy; yet, when the Czar appeared in public, 
every one fell on their knees, according to an 
ancient cuſtom of the nation. It is eaſy to con- 
ceive the ſituation of his ſubjects on riſing. The 
ſovereign, little dzhrous of ſuch uſcleſs reſpect, 
always made a figa to the people to abſtain, and 
declared ſeveral times that this ceremony was by 
no means flattering to him. But as this declara- 
tion had no effet, and as the old cuſtom conti- 
nued to be kept up, he at laſt iſſued a proclama- 
tion, forbidding, under penalty of the knout, 
any perſon to kneel before him in the ſreets, or to 
cover himielf with mud in hotuu of bis ſove- 
rein. 


John Hofy, tirit ſur geen ito tis Majeſty, 


þ © 4 ® 
Peter the Great a ſoldier and ſeaman. 


FROM his earheſt youth this prince prepared 
himſelf for the life of a hero. The fatigues at- 
tendant on the profeſſion of a ſoldier were taken 
as an amuſement; and that he might be able to 
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ſupport them, accuſtomed himſelf to the plaineſt 
and even the moſt, laborious way of life. He 
was ſcarcely ten years of age when he formed at 
Moſcow a company of young men of quality, in 
the German manner, with whom he encamped, 
attended the daily exerciſe, and performed all the 
duties of a ſoldier. He would not arrogate to 
himſelf the command of this company, the firſt 
of the kind that had been ſeen in Ruſſia, but 
choſe rather to paſs through every rank, begin- 
ning with the loweſt, that he might be thorough- 
ly acquainted with every part of the ſervice. He 
was a drummer for fume time, and afterwards 
continued for twelve years a common fold ier, 
mounting guard in his turn, fleeping under a 
tent, or in the guard room on the guard bed, 
ſtanding centinel by night as well as by day, and 
cating at the common meſs without diſtinction. 
When a redoubt was throwing up lor a ſham 
fight, or a mock attack, he, as well as the reſt, 
whecled carth in a barrow wh ch was made with 
his own hands. "Thus he not only exerciſed 
himfelf in the laborious profefiion of arms, but 
{et a proper example to his ſubjects, whom be 
was delirous of rendering brave and warlike. 
As to the childiſh parade of birth, that r:diculous 
vanity that piumes itlelf on the merit of ancel- 
tors, he made a jeſt of it on all occaſions, and 
endeavoured to inſpire the Ruſſian nobility with 
a taſte for true glory, and to incite them to ſigna- 
lize themſelves, like him, by their own ſervices. 
Theſe are the principles that ſerved afterwards 
for a baſis to the regulation of 1722, concern ng 
the difference of ranks. "The monarch thereby 
commanded that precedence on every occaſion 
ſhould be regulated by length of ſervice, and 


that 
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1 4 that no officer ſhould rank before another, unleſs 
4 | he had acquired it in that way. This ordinance 
| is ſtill in force throughout the Ruſſian empire; 
r neither high birth nor age itſelf gives any prece- 
dency. Baron, count, nay even kniſe, (prince) 
1 give way to the leaſt dignified gentleman, and the 
49 oldeſt to the youngeſt, whenever the latter has 
7 acquired pre- eminence by his ſervices in the civil 
or military line. It muſt be ſaid in juſtice to the 
court of Ruſſia, that it has never known the cuſ- 
tom adopted by ſeveral others, where titles, rank, 
and what are called dignities, are acquired for 
money, and without any other merit. 

After theſe employments of his youthful days, 
the marine having become the principal object of 
his attention, he went to Sardam and Amſter- 
dam to learn and practiſe the art of ſhipbuilding, 
This indefatigable monarch. afterwards thought 
proper to ſerve on board the Ruſſian fleet with his 
ſubjects, as he had done in the army. He be- 
gan in the loweſt ſtation, and obtained by degrees 
to the rank and appointment of rear admiral, 
with which he rather choſe to chatent himſelf 
than to do injuſtice to the adm rails and vice- 
admirals, his ſeniors, 

A vice-admiral having become vacant, Rear- 
admiral Peter Alexcivitz preſented a petition to 
the council of the admit ty, praying for the ap- 
pointment, and ſetting forth his ſervices. The 
council having taken the matter into conſidera- 
tion, thought proper, after proper deliberation, 
to give the appointment to another: an anſwer, 
however, was given to Peter Alexcivitz in writ- 
ing, importing, That the council was ſenfible 

© of his ſervices, and in hopes that he would 


„ {till render himſelf more worthy of promotion, 
granted 
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granted him the reverſion of the firſt vice- 
admiral that ſhould become vacant; but that 
for the preſent, having compared his ſervices 
with thoſe of another rear-admiral, it had 
been found that the latter had not only ſerved 
longer, but had diſtinguiſhed himſelf on a 
greater number of occaſions ; that the council 
conſequently had not been able to avoid doing 
juſtice to merit, and preferring the other can- 
didate to Peter Alexeivitz “. 

Peter was well ſatisfied with this anſwer, and, 
when the promotion in queſtion was ſpoken of 
at court, highly applauded the conduct of the 
council.—“ If they had acted with ſo much ſer- 
vility,“ added he, as to have paſſed over de- 
* ſerving competitors for my ſake, they ſhould 
have had reaſon to repent it.“ 

Mr. Bruyns, maſter attendant of the admi- 

ralty. 
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XXXI. 


Peter the Great entertains Dutch ſeamen at 
court, 


AS ſoon as any ſhip arrived at Peterſburgh, 
the Czar ſel failed to repair 'on board, to 
examine its ſtruure, and obſerve any parti- 
cular that was new. Such was his conſtant 
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* Had not this been concerted between Peter and 
the admiralty ? X ExGLisH TRANSLATOR, 
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cuſtom, at leaſt in regard to the Dutch veſlels 
which made this voyage annually. The monarch 
did not ſcruple to accept a glaſs of wine, or even 
of brandy, with biſcuit and cheeſe, from the 
captains, and converſed with them concerning 
their paſſage, eſpecially through the” Baltic. He 
was much pleaſed to hear, and avail himſelf of 
their obſervations, and often carried the converſa- 
tion on this matter very far. In return, he al- 
lowed them to come to court as often as they 
pleaſed, and to be preſent, without reſerve, at 
his entertainments : in general, indeed, they par- 
took of them, and ſeldom returned before they 
were more or leſs in liquor. It is eaſy to con- 
ceive how much this reception was to the taſte 
of people in that line of life, and with how 
much pleaſure they ſteered their courſe for Pe- 
terſburgh. As the Czar indulged them in the 
greateſt familiarity, his officers did not dare to 
treat them with leſs conſideration, and were not 
backward in expediting their buſineſs in a ſatis- 
factory manner. For their parts, they were ſo 
enſible of their advantages, that whenever any 
thing was not done to their fatisfaftion, they 
threatened to make their complaint to the Em- 
peror. It was well known that he gave them 
free acceſs to his perſon, and the promptitude 
with which he did them juſtice had been evinced 
on more than one occaſion. In ſhort, all who 
came under the deſcription of ſeamen, more eſ- 
pecially the Dutch, who were by far the moſt 
numerous—all, ] fay, were on a footing of the 
greateſt familiarity with the Czar. It may even 
be ſaid that they ſometimes abuſed his indul- 
gence, and carried their freedom beyond all 
bounds. But the monarch, who was no ſtran- 

ger 
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ger to their character, and bore with them for 
more reaſons than one, took al! in good part, 
and was much diverted by their fallies. 

One day he met in the walks. of his palace 
the maſter of a Dutch veſſel newly arrived, who 
had often made the voyage of Archangel at the 
the time that port was the centre of Ruſſian 
commerce, and who had now made that of Pe- 
ter{burgh for the ſecond time.—* Well,” ſaid the 
Czar, do not you like this place better than 
* Archangel? and will you not in future under- 
take this voyage with as much pleaſure as the 
other ?- Not altogether,” anſwered the cap- 
tain, without reflecting on what he ſaid. —Peter, 
who expected a very different anſwer, was a 
little diſconcerted, and, with rather an angry 
look, aſked him his reaſon ?—The ſenſible ma- 
riner immediately perceived that this was not the 
way to pay his court—* I beg your Majeſty's 
pardon, ' replied he; © but at Archangel we 
© were regaled with excellent pancakes, and 
© none are to be had here. —“ Well, captain,“ 
jaid the Emperor, with a laugh, and in his own 
jargon, * is that all? - Come and ſce me to- 
© morrow at court, with all your countrymen, 
© and you will then know if my pancakes are 
* not as good as thoſe of Archangel.” 

When the Czar returned, he ſent for Felton, 
his chief cook, and ordered him to prepare on 
the following day a plentiful collation of good 
pancakes in the Dutch way, with every thing 
elſe that was neceſſary. He afterwards invited 
all the Dutchmen to his ſummer palace to ſpend 
the evening, where they were regaled in the 
garden with every thing they could deſire, in 
His Majeſty's preſence, who diſmiſſed them at 
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break of day in high ſpirits, and perfectly well 
ſatisſied. ä 


The fame Mr. Bruyns, and Felten, the chief 
cook. 


XXXII. 


Peter the Great ſubiect to ſpaſmodic affeFtions, 


I T is well known that the Czar, while young, 
and even until his death, was ſubje& to frequent 
fits of a violent ſpaſm of the brain. It was a 
kind of convulſion, which threw him for a cer- 
tain time, ſometimes for whole hours, into fo 
dreadful a ſituation, that he could not bear the 
preſence of any perſon, not even of his beſt 
friends. This paroxyſin always gave warning 
of its approach by a contorſion of the neck to- 
wards the left fide, and by a violent contraction 
of the muſcles of the face. As theſe fits had 
never been obſerved during the early youth of 
the prince, but only after his acceſſion to the 
throne, they have been generally attribured to 
one or other of two cauſes—<ither to the exceſ- 
ſive fear he muſt have been ſeized w.th in the 
monaſtery of 'Troitz, when, at the foot of the 
altar, and in his mother's arms, he ſaw the nak- 
ed ſabre of a rebel lifted over his head; or to 
the effet of the poiſon ſuppoſed to have been 
given him by his ambitious ſiſter, Sophia Alex- 
ieuna. Theſe fits ſometimes attacked him with 
extraordinary violence, when agitated by a ſud- 

den 
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den paſſion; and then it was immediately per- 
ceivable by convulſions, by the contraction of 
the muſcles of the face, and by the diſtortion 
of his neck. 

As the harp of David had been formerly a cure 
for the convulſions that tormented Saul, fo a re- 
medy not leſs efficacious, though not of a muſical 
kind, had been found for thoſe of Peter the 
Great, and was frequently adminiſtered with 
great ſucceſs. Count Paul Iagouchiniky made 
the diſcovery, when he was as yet only dencht- 
chick (page) to the Czar. Whenever he ſaw 
him fall into a fit, he retired inſtantly, but re- 
turned ſoon after with the Empreſs Catherine, or, 
when he could not find her, with ſome other 
young woman, frequently the firſt he met with. 
He conducted her to his maſter's apartment, as 
if the Czar had expreſſed a defire to ſpeak with 
her, introduced her without being announced, 
and contented himſelf with ſaying, * Peter Alex- 
* eivitz, here is the perſon to whom you wiſh to 
ſpeak.' He then retired, and left her alone with 
the Emperor. 

The Czar had naturally a ſtrong inclination 
for the fair ſex ; but it is difficult to ſay whether 
it was the unexpected appearance of a young 
and beautiful woman, or the pleaſing found of 
her voice, and the charms of her converſation, 
that had ſo powerful an influence on his frame. 
It is, however, certain, that the ſurpriſe occa- 
tioned by the fight of a pretty face, a hand- 
{ome ſhape, and the pleaſure of ſoft converſation, 
gave a turn to the animal ſpirits, his convulſions 
loon ceaſ:d, and after a few moments of this 
innocent and unexpected enjoyment, he reco- 
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vered h's former ſerenity of countenance, and 
appeared in the higheſt good humour. 


Count Paul Ivanovitch Iagouchirſky, at the 
table of Count Pynar, envoy from the 


EleQor of Saxony. 
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XXXII1. 
Pigilance of Peter reſpecting the police. 


COUNT Defiere was one of the young men 
brought up by Peter the Great. He ſerved in 
quality of denchtchick for a great number of 
years, and 1s the ſame perſon who, in the reign 
of Catherine the Firſt, was diſgraced by his own 
brother-in-law, Prince Menchicofft, was after- 
wards baniſhed to Siberia, and recalled at the ex- 
piration of fifteen years by the Empreſs Eliza- 
beth. After having been denchtchick of Peter 
the Great, he obtained the command of a regi- 
ment, was promoted to the rank of major gene- 
ral, and lientcuant general, and was at laſt ap- 

nted lieutenant general of the police, which 
poſt he held till his exile. The Czar kept ſo at- 
tentive an eye over all that came under the juriſ- 
dition of the police, and it was ſo difficult for 
any thing to eſcape his obſervation, that it was 
abfolutely aecelſary for the lieutenant general to 
be himſelf very watchful in his department. 

One day the Czar, according to cuſtom, 
went in a carriage towards the admiralty, driv- 
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ing by the fide of the canal of Morika, with 
Lientenant-general Defiere in his company. 
They proceeded as far as the ifland called New 
Holland, to the magazines of ſhip timber. Here 
they were obliged to paſs a little bridge over a 
canal which goes from the farm of Golowin to 
the river Mor:ka. The planks happened to be 
looſe, and ſo much deranged as to make it dan- 
gerous to paſs the bridge. The Czar was oblig- 
ed to alight while his denchtchicks put the planks 
in order, and faſtened them ſo as to enable him 
to, paſs over. 

During the work he could not avoid expreſſing 
his diſpleaſure at the want of attention ſhown by 
the police in the preſervation of the roads and 
bridges; and as the lieutenant general himſelf 
happened to be there to receive his juſt reproaches, 
he adminiſtered a little manual correction on the 
{pot as a puniſhmeat of kis negligence.— This will 

make you more attentive,” ſaid he, as he was 
leaving off, © and teach you from time to time to 
take your rounds, and ſee if every thing be ſafe 
and in good condition ? The bridge by this 
time be ng repaired, and the Czar's anger at an 
end, they ſtepped again into the carriage, as if 
nothing had happened, Peter faying kindly to 
the lieutenant of the police, Sadiſs, brat /* that 
is © Sit down, brother! 


Count Defiere, chamberlain to the Grand Duke, 
and fon of the lieutenant general of the police 
of that name. 


XXXIV. Peter 
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o XXIV. 


Peter the Greats averſion to hunting. 


THE Czar, contrary to the cuſtom of all 
other princes, kept no huntſmen in his pay. He 
had only a few gamekeepers, who in the ſeaſon 
furniſhed his table with game, and two or three 
intelligent rangers at the admiralty, employed to 
mark-the timber in the foreſts in the environs, 
and to attend particularly to the preſervation of 
the oak trees. Far from taking pleaſure in the 
chaſe, he had a great repugnance to the ſeeing 

animals ſuffer. Being one day at an eſtate in 
the province of Moſcow, whither he went to 
paſs a few days, a gentleman in tte neighbour- 
hood, who was a great ſportſman, thought to- 
pay his court by inviting him to a hunting party, 
for which he had made preparations, and which 
was to terminate with the chace of the boar: 
but the Czar thanked him graciouſly, and de- 
clined to make one of the party. * Hunt, pen- 
© tlemen,” ſaid he, hunt as much as you pleaſe, 
© and make war on wild beaſts. For my part, 
© I cannot amuſe myſelf that way while I have 
enemies to encounter abroad, and obſtinate and 

refractory ſubjects to reduce at home. 


Dmwiry Andreitch Chapelof, chambetlain 


3 
* 
8 

— 
© 
N 
z 
8 
8 
» 

4 


- 


XXXV. The 


PETER THE GREAT, 73 


XXXV. 
The Czar*s tafte for painting and engraviug. 


PETER the Great. in his firſt journey, in 
1697, to Germany, England, and Holland, 
made good pictures and ſkilful painters the ob- 
jects of his attentive obſervation ; but they. were 
not his chief occupation. His great aim was to 
acquire information concerning navigation, ſhip- 
building, commerce, and other matters of the 
greateſt public utility. He had not ſufficient 
leiſure to think deeply on the ſubject of the po- 
lite arts. Nevertheleſs, on his return, he did 
not loſe the opportunity of bringing with him 
ſeveral good pictures, moſtly fea pieces, as well 
as a very ſkilful draughtſman , and engraver, of 
the name of Peter Picard, whom he had met 
with in Holland. He made him engrave ſeveral 
beautiful views of the city of Moſcow and its 
environs; in 1715, the Ruſſian fleet before 
Cronſtadt; in 1716, a view of Peterſburgh ; 
and ſeveral other pieces. Picard alſo made 
drawings of ſeveral entertainments given by the 
Czar on particular occaſions, ſuch as the mar- 
riage of the dwarfs, and Chineſe marriage, the 
feaſt of the Kniſe Pabſt, &c. and he afterwards 
made etchings from theſe drawings. Some of 
the plates, and ſome of the proof impreſſions, 
are {till extant. The repreſentation of the battle 
of Pultowa, an engraving two feet four inches 
in breadth, and one foot eight inches in height, 
is a production of this artiſt, and is a maſter- 
piece; as well as the fiege of the Turkiſh for- 
treſs of Aſoph in the year 1696; in the fore 
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ground of this piece are large and exact like- 
neſſes of the Czar Peter the Firſt, Field-marſhal 
Alexei Semeonovitch Schein, Field-marſhal Gor- 
don; Golowin, general. of artillery; and Le 
Fort, admiral general; alton horſeback : the 
three firſt in Ruſſian habits, and the other two 
in the old French dreſs, with ſhoulder belts. 

This artiſt, as ſkilful as laborious, was much 
beloved by the Czar, who frequently ſeated him 
beſide himſelf in his ſledge or calaſh. He not only 
produced the excellent works we have from his 
pencil, but alſo formed ſome pretty good Ruſ- 
ſian diſciples, who afterwards painted ſeveral va- 
luable pieces : among others, the firſt ſhips pre- 
ſented to the Czar. One of theſe gentlemen 
was Alexei Souboff, of whom we have ſeveral 
good engravings : among others, the fea fight off 
Greucham in 1721, twenty-eight inches in 
breadth, by twenty in height, an excellent 
piece. 

During the ſtay the Czar made at Paris, per- 
fect likeneſſes of him were taken by two of the 
beſt artiſts of that capital, Rigaud and Natoire, 
father-in-law of 'Toque, who was not leſs cele- 
brated than himſelf. Natoire painted a three- 
quarter length of him in armour, and repreſented 
the Empreſs Catherine in a fitting poſture, and 
of the ſame ſize, after a portrait brought from 
Peterſburgh*. Rigaud alſo painted the Czar, in 
the ſame proportion, for the Court of France; 

that 


* Theſe two excclient portraits were brought to 
Peterſburgh , w here the author has more than once ſeen 
and admired them in the gallery of the Grand Chan- 
cellor, Count of Worvizui?, in che reign of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth. | 
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that is to ſay, for the Duke of Orleans, the regent 
of the kingdom, and guardian of Louis XV“. 

Peter the Great, in the laſt years of his life, 
retained the celebrated Dannhaner about his per- 
ſon. This artiſt excelled in paiating portraits in 
the Italian manner. 'The colouring of his works 
was beautiful, and the art with which he em- 
ployed the magic of light and ſhade wonderful. 
We have ſeveral portraits by him of the Em- 
peror and his conſort Catherine, in different at- 
titudes, which are perfect likeneſſes. 

The Baron de Mardfelt, envoy from the King 
of Pruſſia to the Czar, not leſs ſkilful as a mi- 
niature painter than able as a politician, was at 
Peterſburgh at the ſame time. He painted por- 
traits not only of the Emperor and Empreſs, but 
alſo of the beautiful princeſs Anne and Elizabeth 


Petrowna, on ivory, of an octagonal ſhape, 


with admirable {kill, and with the greateſt re- 
ſemblance. The Imperial family, which had 
perſuaded him to undertake this valuable work, 
received the originals as a preſent, after he lad 
taken copies for himſelf. The Emperor, not- 
withſtanding his conſtant application to ſtate at- 
fairs, often ſtaid whole hours with this miniſter 
den he was employed in painting, and was 
never tired admiring his abilities+, 
Baron of Mardfelt, nephew of the above- men- 
tioned minifter, and his ſucceſſor as envoy from 
Prutjia te the Empreſſes Anne and Elizabeth. 
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* This excellent original was tranſported from Paris 
to Peterſburgh, among a collection of pictutes, and 
was bought by the Empreſs Catherine II. with other 
ſelect pieces. 

F The Empreſs Catherine I. made a preſent of thee 
invaluable portraits to the Duke of Holſtein when he 
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XXXVI. 


Earnefineſs of Peter the Great to diſcover pious 
frauds and deflroy ſuperſtition. 


THE Czar diſplayed the greateſt prudence in 
all the circumſtances of his lifez but it was par- 
ticularly worthy of admiration in the addreſs, 
celerity, and vigour, with which he found means 
to diſpel the religious terrors of the lower claſs of 
people, whoſe ſmplicity, ſuperſtition, and igno- 
rance, expole them to the ſeduction of prieſtcraft. 
This virtue, which contributes ſo much to the 
repoſe of ſtates, was always highly advantageous 
to the Czar. It is this virtue that inſured him 
{pcedy and certain ſucceſs in all his undertakings, 
and hindered abuſes from taking deep root. 

Malice and folly had exhauſted their ſhafts, 
and Peter triumphing over all the obſtacles that 
had oppoſed the foundation of Peterſburgh, had 
already built ſome hundreds of houſes in the dif- 

erent iſlands on which it ſtands, as well within 
as without the fortifications, with a great number 
of public buildings, ſuch as ſhops, warehouſes, 
and colleges : when one day that he was abſent 
on a viſit to the works carrying on at the canal 

of Ladoga, at a day's journey from Peterſburgh, 
the people were ſcen on a ſudden crowding 
towards a church ſituated cloſe to the new town, 
in 


1 


married the Princeſs Anne Petrowna, and he carried 
them to Kiel; but the Grand Duke Peter Feodowntich 
brought them back to Peterſburgh, and depoſited them 
carctul!y in his cabinet. 
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in conſequence of a report that the image of the 
Virgin Mary had ſhed tears. This pretended 
miracle made the people believe that the Virgin 
was ſorry to be obliged to ſtay in that part of 
the world ; that her tears could have no other 
cauſe but to threaten the new eſtabliſhment, and 
indeed the whole country with ſome great con- 
vulſion. 

Count Goloff kin, then high chancellor, who 
hved near the church, repaired thither; but the 
crowd was ſo great, that it was not without 
much difficulty he got out again, and it coſt 
him till more to diſperſe the people. He im- 
mediately ſent a courier to Peter, to inform him 
of this event, and of the murmurs of the popu- 
lace. The Emperor ſet off inſtantly, travelled 
all night, and the next day before noon appeared 
ſuddenly at Peteriburgh. He went directly to 
the church, where he was received by the prieſts, 
and conducted to the miraculous image. 

'The Czar, it is true, did not perceive any 
tears ; bit ſeveral ſpectators informed him that 
they had often ſeen them, and that in a few days 
the ſame thing would inevitably happen again. 
He looked at the image a ſecond time with much 
attention, and perceiving ſomething in the eyes 
that ſeemed ſuſpicious, he reſolved to make it 
undergo the moſt ſcrupulous examination. Diſ- 
ſembling the impreſſion this diſcovery had made 
on him, he ordered one of the prieſts who was 
preſent to take down the holy image from the 
elevated place it was in, and to bring it to his 
palace. There, in preſence of the high chan- 
cellor, the principal noblemen of the court, the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of the clergy, and the prieſts 
who had been preſent when the image was taken 
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down, and had brought it thither, the clear- 
hghted Czar began anew to ſcrutinize all its 
parts, which which were entirely covered with 
paint, and a very thick varniſh. 

He ſoon found ſome very ſnall holes in the 
corners of the eyes, which the ſhade produced 
by the hollow that terminated them, rendered 
almoſt imperceptible. Ke turned the image round, 
took away the upper part of the frame, ſtripped 
off with his own hands the ſecond cloth that co- 
vered it behind, and then diſcovering the ſource 
of the image's fallacious tears, enjoyed the plea- 
ſure of ſceing his ſuſpicions realiſed. There 
was a little cavity near the eyes hollowed out in 
the plank, ſtill containing ſeveral drops of 
dil, and covered over with a kind of lining. 
Here is the treaſure l cried Peter; here is 
© the ſource of the miraculous tears! He then 
made all preſent draw near, that he might give 
more authenticity to his diſcovery, and to con- 
vince themſelves of the artifice and impoſture that 
had been practiſed, 

To give them an idea of this piece of mecha- 
niſm, he told them it was natural for the con- 
gealed oil to continue without running in a cool 


place till its fluidity was reſtored by heat: that 


he had ſhown them the holes at the corners of 
the eyes through which it filtered in the ſhape of 
tears, which neceſſarily happened as often as the 
flame of the tapers placed before the image was 
near enough to heat the ſurrounding air. 

This diſcovery, manifeſted before ſo many wit- 
neſſes, gave much pleaſure to Peter. He reco- 
vered his tranquillity, and, diſſembling his anger 
as well as his deſire of diſcovering the authors 
of the artifice, he contented him ſelf for the pre- 

ſent 
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ſent with addteſſing the aſſembly in theſe words 
—* You have al! ſeen the ſource of the pretended 
© tears ſhed by the image of the Bleſſed Virgin; 
and I deſire you to declare to the public what 
© you have been convinced of by the evidence of 
© your own eyes. Deſtroy the effects of the filly 
© and malicious preſage founded on this mock 
miracle, and let it become the object of uni- 
verſal derifion. For my part, I ſnall keep this 
image, which, though not divine, is very 
© ingeniouſly fabricated, and mean to depoſit it 
© in roy cabinet of curioſities.” 

Incenſed, however, at ſuch a machination, 
and mortified at the preſage theſe artificial tears 
had ſuggeſted, he ſet every engine to work in 
order to diſcover the author. After a lapſe of 
ſome time, and ſeveral ſecret inquiries, he at laſt 
ſucceeded, and the impoſtor having confeſſed all 
the circumſtances of his crime, and the motive 
by which he had been actuated, was ſo ſeverely 
chaſtiſed, that no one afterwards thought proper 
to attempt any thing of a ſimilar nature, 


M, Cormidon, intendant of the Court. 


XXXVII. 
Peter”s deteſtation of ingratitude. 


THE Czar had ſhown from his earlieſt youth 
much greatneſs of ſoul, and very virtuous incli- 
nations. All low and unmanly vices he abhor- 
red; but none appeared to him ſo deteſtable as 

—— OY | iogratitude.. 
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iogratitude. On every appearance of this in- 
famous vice his emotion was ſo impetuous, 
as plainly to manifeſt his way of thinking on that 
point. 

I ſhall ſelect only one trait from a number 
which fhew the high eſtimation in which grati- 
tude was held by this prince, and the abhorrence ; 
excited in his breaſt by a contrary behaviour. 

When he eſtabliſhed the admiralty at Peterſ- 
burgh, he engaged in his ſervice a number of fo- 
reign workmen; among them was a very ſkilful 
Dutch anchor-{mith, to whom a large ſalary was 
given in return for his abilities. This man, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the other maſters, 
choſe ſome young Ruſſians for his pupils. One 
of the number improved ſo well, that he not on- 
ly made him his firſt aſſiſtant, but alſo embraced: 
the firſt favourable opportunity of introducing 
him to the Czar as his beſt pupil, recommending 
him at the ſame time to his majeſty's bounty, as 
deſerving an augmentation of pay. 'The Czar, 
who knew the world better than the honeſt 
Dutchman, promiſed to attend to his requeſt ; 
but added at the ſame time, that there was no 
hurry, and that it was proper the lad ſhould un- 
dergo a longer trial. 

The young Ruſſian accordingly remained ſome 
+: months longer with his maſter on the old footing ; 
. but at length loſing all patience, he preſented a 
; petition ſecretly to the Czar, begging to obtain 


e 
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8 the deſired augmentation. 

9 1 Recollecting the promiſe he had made to his 
£ 1 maſter, the Czar received it graciouſly.— Lour 
1 © petitioner,” ſaid the petition, has learnt the 
+ * « art of forging anchors ſo perfectly, that he is 
1 © as capable of working himſelf, and of inſtruct- 


ing 
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ing others, as his maſter, whom Your Majeſty 
© may, therefore, diſmiſs, and thereby fave the 
© high wages you give him, your petitioner be- 
© ing willing to.ſupply his place in conſideration 
© of the augmentation which he has been pro- 
© miſed, | | 

The reaſons adduced to prevail on the Empe- 
ror to keep his word excited his indignation to 
ſuch a degree, that he threw the petition in the 
face of the anchor-ſmith, and <xclaimed with 
much warmth, For ſhame, you wretch! is it 
thus you ſhow your gratitude to your maſter 
and benefactor? He who not only inſtructed 
© you carefully, bu who alſo recommended you 
© fo kindly to me, and ſolicited ſo ſtrenuouſly 
the augmentation you aſk for. He ſhall re- 
main in my fervice as long as he pleaſes: I 
f * will never diſmiſs him, nor diminiſh his pay.” 
q He then ordered the ungrateful Ruſſian to be 
1 chaſtiſed with the batogs“ in preſence of his bro- F 
4 ther workmen, and to be ſent to a diſtant forge. ; 
Captain Gruys, ſon of the admiral of that 

name. 


XXXVIII. 
Equity of Peter the Great. 


THE Czar loved juſtice, and was not only 
inclined to be equitable himſelf in regard to every 
© one, 


* A kind of whipping made uſe of in Ruſſia. 
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one, but required the ſame thing in others: the 
leaſt injuſtice ſhocked and incenſed him. It is 
this virtue that dictated the noble code of laws 
promulged to his country, and directed him in 
all his actions. Of this the following anecdote is 
a proof: 

Daas, the maſter of a Dutch ſhip, was one of 
the three firſt navigators who arrived with loaded 
veſſels at the new port of Cronſtadt, and from 
thence went to Peter{burgh, after the ſeat of com- 
merce had been removed thither from Archan- 

el. 
, This ſhip maſter met with a misfortune the third 
time he arrived at Cronſtadt, where there was 
then only one harbour, in which ſhips of war 
and merchant veſlels anchored without diſtinction. 
His ſhip, in entering the harbour, ran aboard of 
a frigate, and broke the accommodation ladder (a 
kind of little ladder ſuſpended to the fide of a 
ſhip to facilitate the entrance.) The captain of 
the frigate, who was a Ruffian, angry at the 
Dutchman's want of addrefs, reprimanded him 
ſeverely, bad him taken into cuſtody, and con- 
demned him to pay a ſum of nioney as a puniſh- 
ment. The Dutch captain offered to pay for the 
damage he had done; but that did not ſatisfy the 
officer, who ſent a guard of ſoldiers and failors 
on board his veſſel. Luckily for Daas, the Czar 
arrived opportunely at Cronſtadt; and as the 
Dutchman would not, by any means agree to 
what was exacted by the officer, he immediately 
waited on the Emperor, aud laid his caſe before 
him. The creator of the Ruſſian marine, and of 
foreign commerce, gave great encouragement to 
navigators who frequented the new port and city, 


and always received them graciouſly. He was 
5 highly 
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highly incenſed at the injuſtice of the com- 
mander of the frigate, and, ſtepping immediate- 
ly into a boat, ordered himſelf to he rowed into 
the port, that he might ſee what damage had 
been done. He found that the frigate had ſuf- 
fered no injury whatever, except that of loſing 
her accommodation ladder, which could be re- 
paired at little expence, and in a few hours. He 
then reprimanded the commander in ſevere terms. 
—* Are you not aſhamed,” ſaid he, © to behave ſo 
unjuſtly to foreign mariners, whom I treat with 
indulgence, in order to engage them to come 
to my ports ? Withdraw inſtantly the guard you 
have put on board the veſſel of Daas. He 
acted fairly in offering to pay for the damage. 
Why did you exact ten times more than would 
purchaſe a ladder entirely new? If ever I hear 
that you are guilty of the like conduct again, 
I will teach you to be juſt in the ſevereſt man- 
ner. In three hours I expect to ſee the ladder 
of your ſhip repaired.” 

The Czar then went to examine the new 
works carrying on by his direction, and returned 
again on board the frigate, where the ladder was 
repaired and fixed, but it was not painted. 

* You have executed my orders by halves,” 
ſaid he: © the ladder was painted red before; 
order it to be done ſo directly, if you do not 
© Wiſh to incur my diſpleaſure: conduct yourſelf 
© with more equity on all future occaſions, and 
let foreigners receive at your hands nothing but 
marks of politeneſs and friendſhip.” 


Van Bruyns, maſter attendant general, 


J 


XVXIX. Pu- 
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XXXIX. 


Puniſhment of a falſe prophet. 


ON the banks of the Neva, near a church of 
which we have already ſpoken, ſtood a very old 
and very lofty aſh tree. A peaſant in the vici- 
nity of Peterſburgh thought proper to foretel 
that in the month of September following there 


would be ſo great an inundation in the city, that 


the water would cover this tree. 'The populace, 
who are ever credulous, immediately took the 
alarm. A, great number of people made prepa- 
rations to ſave themſelves in caſe of accidents, and 
ſome even retired to the neighbouring heights. 
When the Czar was informed of the matter, he 


ſuſpected that it could be nothing but a contriv- 


ance of ſome of the noblemen who were dif- 
fatisfied with his new ſettlement, and diſpleaſed 
at his having, made it his place of reſidence ; or 
of ſome of the lower claſs of people, forry to have 
been removed againſt their inclination from their 

ancient habitations to people his infant city. 
Peter the Great, who had a predilection for 
the place where he had laid the foundations of 
Peterſburgh, irritated at this rumour, ordered 
the fatal tree to be t-lled, and took all poſlible 
means to diſcover the prophet. Several hundred 
perſons were interrogated, and obliged to dif- 
cover from whom they had heard the prediction. 
After much trouble, the falſe prophet was found 
to be a Ruſſian peaſant, who, with many others, 
had been brought from a diſtant country to in- 
habit a village of Finland, which he found an 
unpleaſant reſidence. It appeared —_— 
at 


5 
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that his diſcontent was the ſole cauſe of the pre- 
diftion which had been ſpread. The Emperor 
ordered him into cuſtody till the end of Septem- 
ber. At this time no ſigns appearing of the 
threatened inundation, all perſons were ordered 
to repair, at the day and hour pointed out, to 
the place where the tree had been cut down, and 
the unfortunate prophet, placed on an elevated 
ſcaffold, received fifty ſtrokes with the knout, 
in preſence of all the people of the town, as a 
warning to them not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
deluded by impoſtors, who fought only to de- 
ceive them. 
M. Konig, then ſecretary of Baron de Schaf- 
firow, and afterwards cyuniellor of com- 
merce to the Duke of Holſtein. 


| 1 
X. ; 


Peter's generofity and ſeverity in regard to a 
| judge, | 


THERE was at Moſcow a very learned 
counſellor, who was ſo celebrated, that his re- 
putation reached the ears of Peter. He had been 
deſcribed to him as ſo thoroughly acquainted 
with the ancient and modern law, that his me- 
mory retained, in an eminent degree, all the edicts 


iſſued by the different Czars. It had even hap- 
pened frequently that he made the judges ac- 
quainted in open court with laws contrary to 
his own intereſt, or the cauſe he defended ; 
adding, that he rather choſe to loſe a ſuit 

| than 
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than to gain it improperly. When a client gave 
him a falſe relation of the affair in litigation, ſo 
that he did not learn the true circumſtances till. 
he heard them-in court from the mouth of the. 
adverſe party, the loſs of his cauſe gave him no 

| Concern. —* I ſhould not have undertaken it, 
ſaid he, © if my client had not deceived me.“ 

This was a man according to the Czar's own 
heart. That prince, who never gave credit to 
public reports till he had ſcrutinized them him- 
ſelf, was therefore defirous of ſeeing him. He 
ſent for him repeatedly to his preſence, and con- 
verſing with him on ſeveral obſcure points of 
law, tound that he polleſſed great ſagacity, an 
excellent judgement, and apparent probity. 
He reſolved immediately to employ him, and 
raiſed him from the degree of counſellor to the 

* rank of chief judge or governor of the province 
1 of Novogorod. On appointing him to this of- 

i fice, His Majeſty declared to him, in the moſt 
| formal manner, that he had as much confidence 
in his integrity, as in his {kill in icitiag diſputes 
impartially; and that he truſtc} he would con- 
tinue to diſtribute juſtice in ad ſinteteſted man- 
ner throughout tte extent of his juriſdiction. 
The new magiſtrate 1yphes to rais flatteriug mark 
of eſteem by a promniſe of faithfully fulfilling 
the duties of his charoe; and he kept his word 
for a conſiderable time to the Czar's great ſa- 
tisfaction. 

After ſome years, it was publicly reported 
that he frequently received preſents ; that he per- 
verted the laws, and committed flagrant acts of 
iajuſtice. Peter, who flattered himielf that he 
had not been miſtaken in the man, conſidered it 


at firſt as a calumoy'; but the murmur redoubling 
on 


— 
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on ſome important occaſion in which the ma« 
giſtrate had been guilty of malverſation, he 
thought it incumbent on him to inquire into the 
matter. 

On making inquiry, the monarch found that: 
the upright judge, corrupted by preſents, was no 
longer ſo, and that he had more than once made 
a trade of juſtice. Reproaching him, therefore, 
ſeverely with his crime, the magiſtrate confeſſed 
that he had ſuffered himſelf to be ſeduced by 
bribes in ſeveral affairs ſubmitted to his judgment, 
and that he had pronounced ſentences contrary 
to law.—* I ſhould never have thought you ca- 
© pable of ſuch baſeneſs, replied the Czar; and 
© what was the reaſon of your conducting your- 
« ſelf thus ?—*< Becauſe 1 found,“ anſwered the 
culprit with confuſion, that whatever were 
© my exertions, my gain was confined to my ſa- 
* lary, which is not only too ſmall to enable me 
© to provide any thing for my wife and children, 
© but alſo to permit me to live like other perſons 
© of the rank to which Your Majeſty has raiſed 
me; ſo that my ſituation was not more envi- 
able than before.” 

Ho much then would it require,” ſaid the 
* Czar, *© to put you above the neceſſity of re- 
© ceiving preſents, and making a trade of juſtice ?? 
— Twice the income I enjoy at preſent,” an- 
ſwered the judge. Will that be ſufficient,” ſaid 
the Czar, to enable you to diſcharge the duties 
© of your office with fidelity Y—* Yes, Sire,” 


cried the magiſtratez and 1 will ſubmit to the 


* leycreſt puniſnment if I ever pronounce one 
© unjuſt ſentence from intereſted motives, if I 
© receive preſeuts, if I act contrary to law, or 
© if I make au ill ,uſe of Your Majeſty's confi- 

© dence.? 
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fidence.— “ Well,” continued the Emperor, I 
© pardon you for this time : you ſhall enjoy dou- 
ble your preſent ſalary, and I will add to it, 
halt as much more, on condition that you 
keep your word; for, depend upon it, 
that in future I will have a conſtant eye on 
your conduct, and if I detect you again, be 
aſſured you ſhall inevitably be hanged.” 
The governor, tranſported with joy, fell at his 
ſovereipn's feet to return him thanks. His conduct 
for about a year was contormable to the deſire and 
withes of the Czar : he adminiſtered Juſtice ac- 
cording to the moſt rigid rules of equity, and 
diſcharge d all the functions of his office in an ir- 
reproachable manner ; but fancying at laſt that 
the Emperor had long ceaſed from inſpecting his 
conduct, he began to take preſents again, and to 
commit acts of oppreſſion and injuſtice. The 
Czar being informed of this, the judge was tried 
and found guilty, and received a meſſage from 
the ſovereign, importing, that as he had not kept 
his word, his prince was under the neceſſity of 
keeping his, and he was accordingly hanged. 
Peter Muller, maſter bilacxtuiith at Moſcow. 


* 


Z 


XLI. 


In paſſing through Wittemberg in Saxony, the 
Czar pays à viſit to Luther's houſe and tomb. 


PETER had an inſatiable deſire of ſeeing 
every thing, and availed himſelf of every circum- 
ſtance that could afford him gratification in that 
reſpect. On his travels, he always took care, 

as 
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as ſoon as he arrived in the ſmalleſt city, or moſt 
obſcure diſtri, to inquire after every thing that 
Was remarkable, all which he carefully examined. 
When he was told that there was nothing either 
remarkable or extraordinary, he always replied, 
* Who knows; if it be not ſo to you, perhaps it 
© is to me: let me ſee all? and it very often 
happened that, contrary. to his expectation, he 
met with things hizhly worthy of attention, 

Paſſing one day through a ſmall village in Ger- 
many, a perſon came to the inn where he ſtopped, 
and aſked him to buy a padlock, admirably con- 
ſtructed, with ſome other valuable articles in 
the lockſmith's branch, at a very low price. 
When he knew they were the productions of an 
inhabitant of the place, at whoſe houſe many 
other things were to be found equally excellent, 
he judged him worthy of a viſit, and went to his 
houſe. He there ſaw locks of very curious 
workmanſhip, examined their inſide with much 
attention, as well as the tools uſed by the artiſt, 
and returned with his hands full of a variety of 
articles of great ingenuity.— Did you ever fee 
* the like in our country,” ſaid he to his attend- 
antsz could we have expected to find ſuch 
things in ſo ſmall a place? - He ordered the 
lockſmith to be told, that if he wiſhed to better 
his fortune, he had nothing to do but to repair 
to Peterſburgh, and inform the Czar of his ar- 
rival, who would take care to procure him a 
ſituation ! in life far ſuperior to whatever he could 
expect in ſo ſmall a city. 

At the time of his ſecond j journey to Holland, 
in 1716, he arrived one day about noon at Wit⸗ 
temberg, in Saxony. While his dinner was pre- 
paring, he aſked the innkeeper if there was 

: nothing 
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nothing worthy the attention of travellers ?— 
— Not much,” anſwered he, * unleſs perhaps an 
old palace of the Elector, where is to be ſeen 
the apartment occupied by Doctor Luther, his 
* itudy, and his monument in copper, placed in 
© the church.'—* Oh I muſt fee that,” replied the 
Czar ; for I have heard much of that man ſo 
* deſerving of praiſe, who waged war againſt 
* the Pope and his adherents with ſo much 
courage, and ſo much advantage to his ſove- 
* reign,” 

The illuſtrious traveller deſired to be conducted 
to the church, where he ſaw placed over his 
tomb a ſtatue in bronze of that celebrated Doctor 
as large as life, 

The En >eror examined it with the greateſt at- 
tention, and ſaid on going away, It is not too 
© much for ſo great a man. He was afterwards 
conducted to the apartment where Luther lived 
and died : a large ſpot of ink was ſhown him on 
the wall, and he was told that the Devil having 
appeared one day to Luther while he was writing, 
and having played a thouſand ridiculous pranks 
to divert his attention, the Doctor loſt all pa- 
tience, took up his ink bottle, and threw it at 
his enemy's head. — This, ſaid his conductor, 
© is the cauſe of the ſpot you ſee, which is in- 
© delible in ſpite of every attempt to efface it.” 
Peter felt the ridicule of the ſtory, but con- 
tented himſelf by anſwering, * Is it poſſible that 
© ſo learned a man could really think he ſaw the 
© Devil 

Perceivizg that the ſmoaky walls were full of 
names written with a pencil, he aſked what was 
the meaning of it. It is nothing, replied his 
conductor, * but the names of the travellers — 

j * ve 
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© have viſited this palace, and who have wiſhed to 
© leave. traces of their viſit.'— I muſt add 
mine, {aid the Czar, and taking from his 
pocket a piece of chalk, wrote his name in Ruſ- 
ſian characters cloſe to the ſpot of ink. 

To preſerve this memorial, which was written 
by the hand of jo great a monarch, a tin box. of 
a Circalar form has been placed over it, about 
two inches high, and ſeven or eight in diameter, 
witu a grate over the upper part, through which 
the inſcription may be read. 

I ſaw it thus in my way to Ruſſia, in 1735. 


XLII. 


Peter's care to preſerve the ancient monuments of 


his Empire. 


FEW fſovereigns have been ſo attentive as our 
hero to the preſervation of -antiquities capable of 
illuſtrating the labours of the hiſtorian. After hav- 
ing concluded a peace as uſeful as glorious, with 
the Swedes, in 1722, he marched againſt the 
Perfians. As he was paſſing through Caſſan, he 
was deſirous of reſting there for a few days, but 
having been informed that at ten or twelve miles 
diſtance were ſtill to be ſeen the ruins of the 
ancient city of Bulgar, the celebrated capital of 
the nation of that name; he ſet off immedi- 
ately to examine them perſonally, He walked 
over them, and examined every thing that ap- 
peared worthy of notice, with the greateſt at- 
tention z and having found inſcriptions in 4 

er. 
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and Arabic on the tombs, and other monuments, 
he ordered them to be copied, and tranſlated into 
the Ruſſian tongue, and afterwards depoſited in 
his cabinet at Peterſburgh. 

As he perceived that theſe valuable remains 
had ſuffered great injury from the hand of time, 
and the inattention and indifference of the inha- 
bitants, whoſuffered them to decay more and more, 
ſo that in a ſhort time no veſtige of them would 
have remained, he wrote from Aſtracan in the 
month of July following, to the governor of 
Caſan to ſend maſons immediately with ſufficient 
materials to give the buildings and monuments 
that remained ſuch a repair as might prevent 
them from falling into the total ruin, with which 
they were threatened, and ſtrictiy enjoined 
him by an annual repair to preſerve them from 
decay. 

Prince Lewis de Heſſe Hambourgh, formerly ge- 
neral of artillery, who ſerved in this campaign 
againſt the Perſians, and was at Caſan at che 
fame time with the Emperor. 


XLIII. 
Peter's ſimplicity at meals, 


WHEN Peter and his conſort dined or ſupped 
alone, which often happened, they had only a 
very young page, and a favourite chambermaid of 
the Empreſs to wait on them. And when he 
had ſeveral of his miniſters or general officers 

. 
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at his table he was only attended by his chief 
cook, Velten, a denchtchick*, and two very 
young pages, and they had orders to retire as 
{oon as the deſſert was put on the table, and a 
bottle of wine had been ſet before each gueſt. 

No lacquey ever made his appearance during 
his repaſts, except when he eat in public. I 
have no occaſion for them,” he often repeated, 
© to make their obſervations on me when I give 
a looſe to my converſation.” 

He ſaid one day at table to the old Baron of 
Mardfeldt, envoy from the court of Pruſſia: 
* Hirelings and lacqueys never loſe fight of their 
* maſter's mouth: they are ſpies on all he ſays, 
* miſconſtrue every thing, and conſequently re- 
© peat every thing erroneouſly.” 

The Baron of Mardfeldt, nephew of the perſon 
here ſpoken of, who had heard his uncle re- 
late It, 


XLIV. 


Popular manners F Peter the Great. 


THE ardent deſire of this monarch for know- 
ledge of every kind is well known. This laud- 
able paſſion not only led him into workſhops and 
manufactories, and impelled him to examine the 

| operations 


12 — 


* A Denchtchick is a ſoldier, appointed to wait on 
an officer ; the Empreſs allows officers a certain num- 
ber according to their reſpeQive ranks, 
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operations of other profeſſions worthy of hid 
attention, but alſo induced him to viſit the very 
loweſt claſs of people in his dominions, and to 
encourage thoſe who were ſucceſsful in their little 
enterprizes. 2 

One day when he was walking at Archangel, 
on the banks of the Dwina, he ſaw a number of 
ſmall boats at anchor, and aſked what they con- 
tained, and to whom they belonged. He was 
told that it was a cargo of all kinds of merchan- 
dize, which ſome peaſants of Kolmogorod were 
carrying to town to ſell. This anſwer did not 
ſatisfy the Czar; he was deſirous of ſeeing, and 
"—— to them; he therefore advanced, and 
ound that the greater part were laden with pots 
and other earthen ware. 

While he was examining every thing, and 
queſtioning the men in the boats, in ſtepping 
from one of them into another, a plank broke 
or bent beneath him, ſo that he fell into a veſſel 
laden with earthen ware, and broke a large quan- 
tity, without, however, doing himſelf any in- 
Jury. 

The peaſant to whom the boat and merchan- 
dize belonged, ſeeing the devaſtation, ſcratched 
his head, and ſaid to him, Batauka, ** that is to 
ſay, father, I ſhall bring home but little money 
© from market,” How much ſhould you have 
© made of your merchandize ?' ſaid the Czar. — 
© If things had gone well,“ anſwered the pea» 
. fant, © I ſhould have made about forty-ſix al- 
tins. + The emperor then pulling a ducat out 


* This is a familiar word, and much uſed in the 
Ruſſian tongue. | 
ft An aitin is equal to three copecks, and a copeck 
to about a halfpenny Engliſh, 
of 
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of his pocket, gave it to the poor peaſant, 
There,“ ſaid he, © is what you regret. I have 
as much pleaſure in putting an end to your 
concern, as you have in receiving this money. 


I ſhould be ferry to be the cauſe of your lofing 
* your labour.” 


Profeſſor Lomonoſow, whoſe family was of Ko- 
lingorod, and who had this anecdote from his 
father, an eye witneſs of it. 


«„ 6 


XLV. 


EPabliſhment of a manufafory at Kalinka, near 
Peterſburgh. 


PETER obſerved that very large quaatities 
of merchandize were brought from German 
to Peterſburgh, part of which could be manu- 
factured in Ruſſia, though in a coarſe way, but 
the reſt was utterly unknown. He knew very 
well, that as there was a great dearth of arti- 
fans and of the moſt uſeful manufacturers in nis 
country, it was neceſſary to give every encou- 
ragement to induſtry. 

The art of ribbon weaving was that which 
he principally endeavoured to introduce in his 
dominion:. For this purpoſe he erected a 
large and ſolid building, of two ſtories, at Ka- 
linka, near Peterſburgh, near that ſpot where 
the river Fontanka falls into the gulph of Fin- 
land, and called it Kalinka Houſe. He there 
let on foot a manufactory of ribbons and 


worſted 
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worſted ſtockings, or rather a ſchool for theſe 
two trades *. 

The Czar engaged foreign maſters, paid them 
well, and gave them young Ruſhans as appren- 
tices, who were taken from the poor families of 
the nobility of Novogorod, as well as from the 
other orders of citizens. 'To encourage them, 
he frequently inſpected their operations for whole 
hours together. Not content with this, he gave 
orders that fome of the elder ones ſhould come 
every Sunday afternoon to court,' where he queſ- 
tioned them concerning what they had done dur- 
ing the week, and as they were obliged to bring 
ſpecimens of their work, he was able to judge of 
their progreſs. 

At. the expiration of a year, he ſent for Boris 
Feodorowitſch Schallikin, ſon of a poor gentle- 
man of Novogorod, who was the greateſt pro- 
ficient among the young Ruſſians of this eſta- 
bliſhment ; he could make all kinds of ribbon 
and filk laces, but he did not know how to ſet 
up the loom, and arrange the materials for 
weaving. This young man, having told the 
Czar that all his companions were in the ſame 
predicament, becauſe their maſter always put the 
work upon the loom himſelf, and did not permit 
any one to witneſs the operation ; that prince or- 
dered him to employ all poſſible means to learn 


* This building, which was a little out of repair, 
was converted in 1781, by order of the Emprets Ca- 
tharine II. into a general hoſpital, which was built on 
its foundation, and which 1s abundantly endowed and 
provided with every thing that can tend to the relief 
of ſuffering humamty, 

this 


PETER THE GRTA Tx. 97 


this particular, which is the capital point in the 
buſineſs, and promiſed to reward him if he ſuc- 
ceeded. 

Schallikin, deſirous of meriting the good graces 
of his ſovereign, made a hole ſecretly in the cor- 


ner of the ceiling of the work ſhop, by mcans 


of which, and by lying on his belly, he could 
obſerve his maſter when he was at work. After 
having gained by degrees an inſight into his man- 
ner of proceeding, he informed the Czar that 
he was able to put all k nds of ribbons upon the 
loom, and prepare the warp. 

The Emperor propoted his coming, for ſome 
weeks, to the palace, ordered an apartment to 
be given him, and deſired him to ſet up a loom, 
ind make trial of it. 'I'he artiſt ſucceeded to 
admiration, and preicnted to him a ribbou in the 
newelt fathion, perfectly well woven. Peter 
was overjoyed, he kifled Schallikin's forehead, - 
gave him ſome rubles, ordered h:m to be new 
clothed, and deſired the matter to appoint him 
his fiſt aſſiſtant. He then reproached him with 
his unfair conduct in regard to his apprentices, 
from whom. he conccaled the moſt eſlential part 
of his buſineſs; after which he diſmifled him, 
and appointed another in his place, whom he ac- 
quainted with the reaſon ot h.s predeceſſor's diſ- 
grace, | 

Some years after the expiration of the term 
tor which the new maſter was engaged, Peter 
diſcharged him, and put Schallikin at the head 
ot the manufactory, with the title of commiſſa- 
ry, and the privilege of being reſponſible to no 
per ſon but the Czar himiclf. This eſtabliſument 
fell to nothing in the-reign of Peter II but the 
Empreſs Elizabeth continued punctually to pay 

F | the 
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* the director his ſmall ſalary, and left him the 

1 enjoyment of his apartments in the building. 

The Commiſſary Boris Feodorowitſch Schalli- 
chin, whom I knew ata very advanced age, at 
my country houſe, in the vicinity of Peter 
the Great's eſtabliſhments, 
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XLVI. 
Firft likeneſs of Peter the Great on his cein. 


THE Czar knew very well that on all the 
medals and money which had heen ſtruck in his 
reign, his head was ill executed, and the I ke- 
neſs as bad as poſſible. The want of {kill in his 
painters and engravers was very often, for this 
reaſon, the ſubject of his pleaſantry. 

In paſſing through Nuremberg, on his re- 
turn from his ſecond journey, which was to 
France and Holland, he ſtopped ſome days to 
ſee the manufactories and viſit the artiſts there. 
Finding the famous painter Kuperiky in this city, 
he fat to him for his picture, and ſent it by ex- 
preſs to Peterſburgh to the mint, with orders to 
have all the dies ſunk after this portrait, whether 
for roubles, half roubles, or medals. It was 
not till the year 1718 that Ruſſian money was 
7 i ſeen well executed, and bearing the likeneſs of 
7% ® Peter the Great, 


M. Schattler, countellor of the mint. 


1 nr 2 e * 
„ 


XLVII. Peter 


ET 1404 ee 
| _ * * „ - s } b 
„ A * 9 * ** 6 * 
2 P . a 2 
$ 


: 3 


* 


_ 


5 
-» 


F 


by OY 


eee er ages be 


1 2 4 15 * 


D 


PETER THE GREAT. 99 


XLVII. 


Peter the Great in imminent danger of being af- 
- ſ[affinated by a fanatic, 


TT was generally the cuſtom of the Czar after 
holding a council to accompany his miniſters as 
{ar as the aatichamber. One evening when he 
was employed with them at his ſummer palace at 
Peterſburgh, a ſtranger cntered the little For 
tanka gate, and ſtole into the antichaniber. He 
carried a bag under his arm, made of different 
coloured ſtuffs, and fimilar to thoſe in which 
the ſecretaries and clerks carry the papers they 
preſent to the Emperor to ſign. 

Nobody ſuſpected this man of any ill defign, 
becauſe he was ſuppoſed to belong to one of the 
officers, and to have orders to wait there with his 
diſpatches. And indeed he ſhoweꝗ ſo much tran- © 
quillity, during ſeveral hours that he remained 
there, that no one aſked him any queſtions; but 
it was not long before hz difcovered his abo- 
minable deſigns, 

When the miniſters retired, the Emperor ac- 
companied them as uſual. This wretch, taking 
advantage of a moment when he was unoblerved, 
turned towards the wall, drew ſomething from 
his bag, which he ſeemed anxious to conceal by 
folding the bag round it, and ſeeing the Czar 
return, followed him fo ſuddenly, and fo boldly, 
that the attendants ſuffered him to enter his 
apartment, ſuppoſing he was going to execute 
lome order he had received. Yet, as neither the 
lacqueys nor the denchtchicks had any know- 
ledge of him, one of theſe ſtepped forward, and 
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placed himſelf between the Emperor and the 
aſſaſſin, whom he ſeized by the arm to keep from 
the door, at the fame time aſking who he was, 


and what he wanted. As the man made reſiſt- 


ance, and ſtill endeavoured to enter, the ſcuffle 
occalioned ſome noiſe. The Czar turned round 
and aſked what was the matter; and at this in- 
ſtant a knife, half a foot in length, fell from 
the ſtranger's empty bag, and explained the bu- 
fineſs. The monſter immediately proſtrating 
himſelf, avowed his guilt. Feter aſked him 
what he intended to do with the knife ?—* To 
© aſſaſſinate you.'—* But, why?' returned the 
Czar, calmly, have I done you any harm? — 
© No; but yon have to my brethren and reli- 
© gion*,'—* Very well; I will clear up that 
point. Take care of him,” added he, addreſs- 
ing himſelf to his attendants, and do not hurt 
* him; I will examine him more fully to-mor- 
© row.” 

All the circumſtances of this crime are not 
known, but it is certain that the culprit was 
puniſhed, and that from that epoch all of his per- 
ſuaſion wear a piece of yellow cloth on their 
backs to diſtinguiſh them from the reſt of the 
nation, and perhaps to perpetuate the memory 
of this horrible crime. 

Ficld Marſhal Count de Bultwilim. 


* This man, as he conteſſed himſelf, was a Roſno- 
lick or Separatiſt, a very tuperliitivus tc, diffuſed 
throughout Ruilla, 


XLVIII. The 


44 l 3 & 2; yp 4 LE bag, "IT —— 


= N * 
99 


4 . 


f 2 ED 


OOO CA © Ca „ 
f Hom 4 


r 


af 0s it, - 4p n 


4 


+ 


n 


PETER THE GREAT. 101 


XLVIII. 
The Czar's ſeverity ſoftened by the bon mot of a 


magiſtrate. 


PETER the Great being one day in the ſe- 
nate, heard complaints of a great number of 
robberies recently committed. In a tranſport of 
rage, he cried out, Ey the death, I will put a 
« ſtop to this pillage.” At the ſame moment caſt- 
ing his eyes on Pail Ivanovitch lagouchinſky, the 
attorney general, he made him approach.—* Paul 
© [rvanovitch, ſaid he, write this ordinance 
immediately in my name, and publiſh it 
throughout the empire, that whoever ſteals, 
be it a thing of the ſmalleſt value, ſhall be 
inſtantly hanged -The attorney general took 
up his pen, pauſed, and exhibiting marks of 
great ſurpriſe, male anſwer, Does Peter Alex- 
© eivitz think of the conſequences of ſuch an or- 
* dinance !'—" Write what I have commanded 
* yon,” replied the Czar. —The magiſtrate, in- 
ſtead of obeying, ſaid in a jocular way, Do you 
© wiſh, Sire, to be a maſter without ſervants, 
© an Emperor without ſubjefts ?!—Do we not 
All ſteal, ſome more, ſome leſs, ſome privately, 
and ſome without diſguiſe ?? 

Peter, taking his meaning, began to relax like- 
wife, and permitted things to remain as they 
were. 


Count Iacouchinſky, cabinet miniſter, 
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XLIX. 


Prudent advice of a Po'ifh lady to Peter the Great, 
and the method be 3 to make him ſenſible 
of its expediency. 


THERE was a lady at Warſaw, who, though 
ſhe had paſſed the firſt bloom of youth, was 
All an agreeable woman, and extremely olekfing 
zn company by the wit and graces which ſhe poſ- 


felled She was deſcended from one of the 


moſt ancient families in Poland, and was allied 

to the beſt houſes in the kingdom, a circumſtance 

which gave her much influence in public affairs. 
Peter lived in habits of great intimacy with 


this lady, and often paſſed whole eveninge in her 


company, availing himſeif of her acquaintance 


With the principal Poliſh families, and her know» 


ledge of public affairs, 
Ihe converſation turned one day on the ſitu- 


| ation of the Ruſſian army, which, till then, had 
not been victorious in all its conteſts with the 
; Swediſh troops.—* I have ſent,” ſaid the Em- 


pexar, * for a body of recruits, both officers and 
« ſoldiers, to reinforce my army. Have you 


„ alſo,” ſaid the lady, * ſent for a reinforcement 


of foreign officers ?“ No, anſwered he.— 
« But why not ?˙—“ Becauſe I do not believe it 
« neceſſary; the Ruſſian officers are now ſuffi- 
«© ciently maſters of the art of war to form as 


many good ſoldiers and officers as I have oc 


©-cafon for,—* Your Majeſty is greatly miſ- 
© taken: it is as yet too early to flatter yourſelf 
© with that; the progrels which your troops 
© have made by the aſliftance of foreign oo 
c VI 
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* will quickly diſappear when you have no longer 
any in your army.” 

Peter diſputed à long time on this ſubject; 
he even grew a little warm, and perſiſted ob- 
ſtinately in his opinion. —* This is quite enough, 
ſaid his companion; but let not Your Ma- 
jeſty forget the advice | give you. I am per- 
* ſuaded you will remember it on ſome future 
* day, and that you will regret having oppoſed, 
* inſtead of having followed it. Here the con- 
ver ſation dropped. 

Two days after, the Czar, according to cuſ- 
tom, paid another viſit to the lady, who had 
not forgot his obſt.nacy in their laſt interview. 
As to the |\niperor, he thought no more of it, 
and appeared in perfect good humour. After 
having ſpoke of a variety of ::atters, he aſked 
his friend if the muſic of her chapel, which he 
had not heard for a long time, was as good as 
ever? —* Jam very well fatisfied with it,“ ſaid 
ſhe; you know how much I like muſic, and 
may eaſily imagine that I keep my band in 
good order: Your Majeſty ſhall hear it this 
© evening at ſupper.” 

The Poliſh lady took advantage of this cir- 
cumſtance, to make the Czar ſenſible of his 
miſtake relative to the ſubje& of their late diſ- 
pute. She took the maitre d'hotel afide, and 
ordered him to get the muſic ready for the hour 
of ſupper, but to compoſe the orcheſtra of Poles 
alone, excluding all the foreign muſicians, eſ- 
pecially the maſter of the band, a German by 


extraction, who was forbid even to make his ap- 


pearance. | 
When the company had been ſome time at 


table, the concert began; but the execution of 
„ the 
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the differeqt pieces of muſic was fo imperfect, ſo 
wretched, and there was fo little harmony, that 
the gueſts, who, at that lady's houſe, had been 
accuſtomed to an excellent orcheſtra, ſeemed all 
furpriſed, while the miſtreſs of the houſe ap- 
peared not to perceive it. At length the Czar 
aſked her why her band, which was formerly fo 
good had fallen off ſo much ?—* They are, 
however, Sire,“ anſwered ſhe, the ſame mu- 
© ſicians, except the foreigners, whom I have 
* diſmiſſed, I have no longer any but Poles in 
* my ſervice.” 

Peter felt the force as well as delicacy of this 
. reproof, and tapping his female friend on the 
ſhoulder, I comprehend you, faid he; © you 
are in the right.'—He accordingly changed 
his ſyſtem, and made a regulation, that in time of 
peace as well as in time of war, one third of the 
officers of his army ſhould always be foreigners. 


Lieutenant-general Weimarn. 


L. 


The lady mentioned in the preceding anecdote makes 
Peter the Great ſenſible of the inhumanity and 
folly of a barbarous order he had iſſued. 


THE Ruſſian monarch ſeeing Charles XII. 
return from Saxony with an army newly re- 
cruited, and abundantly ſupplied with all kinds 
of proviſions, and paſs through Sileſia with a 

| view 


P 


n 


PETER THE GREAT. 105 


view to enter Poland, and from thence to pene- 
trate into his empire by the way of the Ukraine, 
felt himſelf much embarraſſed ; and as the dan- 
ger was urgent, gave orders to deſtroy all the 
bambts, villages, and ſmall towns, on the 
route the Swedes were expected to take, from 
their entry in Poland to the Ukraine, and 
to burn all ſorts of proviſions that the enemy 
might not find any kind of ſubſiſtence. 

During the execution of this cruel order, 
which excited the cries of the wretched inhabi- 
tants of Poland and the Ukraine, the Czar- re- 
mained at Warſaw. The lady of whom we 
have ſpoken, made ſerious remonſtrances to him 
relative to the miſerable ſituation to which he 
was going to reduce an innocent and numerous 
909y of men, not only in Poland, but in his 

n dominions; and that this violent ſtep would 
deprive his own army of all means of ſubſiſting 
in a country which was before in ſo happy and 
flouriſhing a ſtate.—* I grant it,” anſwered he; 
© but I have no other way to (top the enemy, 
© and gain time.'—* Your Majeſty,” replied the 
lady, reminds me of a Poliſh gentleman, who, 
© having ſome cauſe to be diſpleaſed with his 
© wife, thought proper to make himſelf an eu- 
nuch by way of puniſhing her.” 

Communicated by the tame pet ſon as the preced- 
ing article. 
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Peter's precautions to preſerve the ancient monu- 


ments of Ruſſia. 


ONE day, when the ancient hiſtory of Ruſſia 
was the ſubject of converſation, ſomebody ob 
ſerved to Peter the Great, that ſeveral works 
under that title had already appeared in Ger- 
many, France, and Holland, —* All that has 
© been written abroad on this matter, ſaid the 
Czar, * is good for nothing. What can fo- 
© reigners ſay of our hiſtory? We have written 
© on the ſubject ourſelves. Perhaps they wiſh 
© to induce us to turn our attention that way. 
© I know very well that the materials are ſcat- 
* tered up and down the empire, and buried in 
£ the duſt of monaſteries. It is long ſince 1 
formed the project of ſnatching them from the 
© deſtrution that threatens them, and of doing 
all in my power to facilitate the compoſition 
of a good hiſtory of Ruſſia by ſome able pen 
but as yet a thouſand obſtacles have fruſtrated 
my intention.” 

In 1722 he ſent orders to the principal convents 
in his dominion, particularly to Novogorod and 
Kiow, to make a {trift ſearch for all old chroni- 
cles, and to collect and ſend them to the fynod 
of Moſcow : by theſe a number of precious ma- 
nuſcripts was collected, and depoſited in the ca- 
binet of the Emperor. After his death a part 
of them was tranſported to the library of the aca- 
demy of ſciences at Peterſburgh, and the reſt 
left in the archives of the printing houſe of the 
ſygod of Moſcow, where they are very carefully 


picderved. 


* „ Aa 


The Librcariaa Schoumaker. 
LII. The. 
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LII. 


T he care talen by the Czar ts preſerve the cal trees 
in his dominicns, 


THE fondneſs of this monarch for the ma- 
rine, and his taſte for ihipbuilding, made -the 
preſervation of oaks a matter of neceflity ; more 
eſpecially as the place choſen by the creator of 
the Ruſſian navy, for the «ſtabliſhment of a 
dockyard, was little favourable to this ſpecies of 
timber. 

At the commencement of his ſettlement on the 
banks of the Neva, and after he had laid the 
foundations of a few edifices, he touk a German 
ranger into his {ervice, and ordered him to infpett 
the foreſts of Ingria and Novogorod, and to 
mark all the oaks they contained, This officer 
could not diſcover any foreſt of oak in theſe pro- 
Vinces: thoſe of the ſouth, as the Ukraine, the 
banks of the Tanais and Volga, and the pro- 
vince of Caſan, being the only diſtricts that con- 
tained any. There were, however, a few ſcat- 
tered oaks in the northern provinces, but in far 
ſmaller numbers than were neceſſary. | 

The Czar made ſeveral regulations for their pre- 
ſervation, and forbade all perions, even gentle» 
men, to fell oaks on their own ground, without 
acquainting the admiralty, and obtaining permiſſi- 
on from the ranger. | 

To convince the public of the important light 
ia which he conſidered this ſpecies of trees, he 
ordered two very old oaks in the iſland of Cron» 
ſtadt to be encloſed with rails, and a ruund table 
and benches to be placed under them. | 

| The 
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The Czar frequently had parties of pleaſure in 
this ſpot, when he came to Peterſburgh in the 
ſummer ſeaſon. He generally took ſome ſea cap- 
tains and ſhipbuilders with him, and amuſed himſelf 
in converſing and drinking with them under the 
ſhade of his favourite trees. | 

He often cried out, while looking at them, 
Oh!] that we had but as many oaks in this 
© country as there are leaves and acorns on theſe 
under which we ſit.— On this iſland, and op- 
poſite his palace of Peterhoff, on the banks of 
the gulph of Finland, he built a villa, on a ſpot 
where he had found a little ſtump of oaks, and 
named it Doubk;, that is, The Houſe of the 
Oaks. 

Several ſea officers and ſhipbuilders, by way 
of paying their court to the Czar, planted oaks 
in their gardens at Peterſburgh. Peter thanked 
them publicly the firſt time he went to ſee their 
plantations. | 

He himſelf choſe a piece of ground, two hun- 
dred paces in length, and fifty in breadth, ſitu- 
ated on the road to Peterhoff, at a little diſtance 
from the city, to try if it were poſlible to form a 
nurſery of his favourite trees. Spite of the ri- 
gour of the cl mate, the enterprize ſucceeded : 
the trees indeed grew but ſlowly, but they con- 
tinued to Improve, and are now very promiſing, 
and five or fix yards high. The Czar ordered 
the nurſery to be encloſed with a hedge, and an 
advertiſement to be ſtuck up, forbidding any 
branch to be broken, or any thing in the planta- 
tion to be injured, under pain of the ſevereſt chaſ- 
tiſement. | 

At the expiration of a few years, when the 
trees were about the heighth of a man, he walked 

one 
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one day to the ſpot, and, on entering the enclo- 
ſure, that he might be a better judge of their 
growth, had the mortification to ſee ſeveral bro- 
ken branches and a number of leaves lying ſcat- 
tered on the ground. This was the more painful 
to his feelings, as it was evident that it was not 
the effect of wind, but a treſpaſs committed 
through wantonneſs or malice. 

On his return to the city, he ſent to the lieu- 
tenant general of the police, and ordered him to 
diſpatch a guard to the nurſery in ſecret to find 
out, if poſſible, thoſe who might attempt farther 
miſchief. 

A few days after a band of drunken people was 
taken into cuſtody. They were principally ſer- 
vants in livery, who, in paſling by the nurſery, 
had leaped over the hedge, broken off branches 
from the trees, and ornamented their hats with 
green boughs. They were lodged in the priſon 
of the police, and received the knout publicly on 
a market day. The evening before a proclama- 
tion was iſſued, ordering ſome perſon from every 
houſe to witneſs their chaſtiſement. 


Mr. Aſch, ditector of the Poſt. 


LIII. 
Tolerating diſpofution of Peter the Great. 


AMONG the remarkable things that at- 
trated the Czar's attention at Amſterdam, the 


ac of all the religions of the carth was 
that 
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that which ſtruck him the moſt forcibly. He 
could not diveſt himſelf of aſtoniſhment on ſee- 
ing that none of the many different religious cere- 
monies which were publicly performed, was ever 
interrupted or moleſted, and that no quarrel ever 
aroſe either from converſation or writing on theſe 
delicate matters. 

He was one day talking on this ſubject with one 
of the magiſtrates, who obſerved to him that the 
port of Amſterdam was open to all the nations 
of the univerſe, and that here every one enjoyed 
the free exerciſe of h.s religion, provided he did 
not moleſt the eſtabliſhed c>uxch, or that of other 
foreigners aſſembled there. Ihe belief of thoſe 
who come to reſide among us, continued he, and 
their religious ceremon es are of lit ie conlequence 
the ſtate, if they contain nothing contrary to 
dur laws.—*< This ſyſtem of governmcnt,” an- 
twered the Czar, is highly favourable to com- 
* mercez it contributes greatly to the influx of 
* foreigners into Amſterdam, and conſequently 
© increaſes the public revenues. 1 cannot give 
© ſufficient praiſe to a conduct, which ut is fully 
« my intention to imitate in my city of Peterſ- 
© burgh.” 

Peter, in reality executed this noble project. 
He not only tolerated. every ſect of Chriſt.ans, 
but he granted them alſo the liberty to elect an 
eccleſiaſtical council, to decide in all caſes rela- 
tive to marriages and religious cuſtoms, and with- 
out being ſubject to the control of the ſynods of the 
Ruſſian clergy, or any court of juſtice y hatever. 

Notwithſtanding this ſpirit of tolerat.on, he 
employed all kinds of means to provent and diiai- 
Biſh the new ſchiſms of the Greek church. He 
tried by inſtruction: and gentle means to 3 

ack 
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back the Roſcolnicks, or, as they call themſelves, 
the ancient believers, to the common belief; but 
all was to no purpoſe. 

He therefore left them to their ſuperſtition in 
matters of ſmall importance, but on condition 
that they ſhould conſtantly wear on their backs 
the bit of cloth of which we have before ſpoken, 
by way of diſtinguiſhing them from the reſt of 
the faithful, - 'The Czar thought that, by render- - 
ing them the object of public deriſion, ſhame 
would perhaps bring them back within the pale 
of the church ; but this method was as unſuc- 
ceſsful as the others: the Roſcolnicks exhibited 
their bit of cloth and their ſuperſtition. 

Some time after, he oblerved at the exchange, 
a great number of them buſied in their com- 
merce, ſelling and exchanging hidzs, hemp, and 
other Ruſſian commo.litics, promiſcuouſly with 
the other merchants. He looked at them, and 
ſarugging up his ſhoulders, aſked thoſe about 
bim, if they were fair dealers, if they were ac- 
tive and civil in tranſacting buſineſs, and if they 
enjoyed the confidence of the public.—* Yes, 
© Sire,” anſwered an officer of the cuſtoms. 
© Well, then, ſaid the Czar, let them believe 
© what they will, and wear their bit of cloth. 
What reaſon, and this humiliating diſtinction, 
© cannot effect, would never be performed by pu- 
© niſhment; and neither the honour nor good of 
my country permit me to make martyrs of them 
© On this account.” 

Mr. Herman Meyer, a celebrated merchant. 


| LIV. Pe- 


— 
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LIV. 
Peter's zeal for religion. 


SEVERAL anecdotes of the life of the 
Czar prove that he was brought up 1n the princi- 
ples of religion. From his infancy he had the 
fear of God before his eyes, and preſerved it as 
long as he lived. He had a profound reſpect 
for the name of the Deity, for his com- 
mandments, and for the purity of the doctrine 
of the Chriſtian religion. Though an enemy 
to fanaticiſm and ſuperſtition, and indifferent to 
all that relates to uſages and forms of worſhip, 
he was not, therefore, the leſs zealous when his 
indignation was excited by public impiety. He 
uſed to ſay that impious men are a diſgrace to a 
ſtate, and cannot be tolerated 3 becauſe by ſap- 
ping the foundations of religion, they make a 
zeſt of oaths on which all ſocial obligations de- 
pend. 

Being informed one day that à man who had 
publicly pronounced ſome impious words, had 
been in priſon, he immediately ordered him to be 
loaded with chains, as a madman—adding, 
Had he poſſeſſed the ſmalleſt ſpark of reaſon, 
© he would not have forgot, for a moment, the 
© reſpe&t he owed to the Divinity by whom 
© he was created, and who can deſtroy him at 
* pleaſure : much leſs would he have ſpoken of 
© him in injurious terms. 

It was repreſented to the Czar, in order to 
ſoften his ſeverity, that the culprit would not 
have been guilty of ſuch a fault if he had not 
been in liquor at the time. It is for that very 

| © reaſon,” 
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reaſon,” returned he, in anger, * that he de- 
ſerves double chaſtiſement; for his impiety, and 
for his drunkenneſs, which occaſioned the loſs 
of his reaſon.“ The Czar was w.th difficulty 
prevailed on by the moſt preſſing ſolicitations to 
conſent that his tongue ſhould not be cut out, 
aud to content himſelf with ſending him to a mo- 
naſtery in Siberia. There he was obliged to 
turn the winch of a hand-mill, to perform other 
laborious offices, and to attend divine ſervice 
punctually every day at a very early hour in the 
morning, and very late in the evening, that by 
this penitence he might acquire a better way of 
thinking. 

This monarch, poſſeſſed of ſo much good ſenſe, 


nr TE WO 


when ſpeaking of wits, and other perſons who 


turn religion into ridicule, ſaid that he was one 
day in a-company at Amſterdam, where' he met 
with ſeveral people of this deſcription. * I heard 
them diſplay all their learning, continued he, 
but they appeared to me ſo weak and ſo igno- 
rant, that they excited my contempt, rather 
than admiration. Theſe men who pretend to 
be wiſer than their fellows, do not fee that by 
their licentious diſcourſe, they only betray their 
impiety, ignorance, and pride. Their impiety, 
by their affected contempt of the holy Scrip- 
tures, and revelation, which are the baſis of 
religion; their ignorance, by diſcovering that 
their underſtanding is too confined to compre- 
hend the truths religion inculcates; and their 
pride, by their endeavours to appear wiſer and 
more enlightened in converſation than other 
men, and more learned than thoſe who have 
proved theſe ſame truths in their writings : 
they even think themſelves ſuperior to the coun- 
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cils compoſed of the fathers of the church. 
However, the meancit of the latter had more 
wiſdom than the filly multitude of theſe ſelf- 
created apoſtles of folly, whoſe precepts tend 
only to introduce licentioufneſs and diſorder.“ 


Field Marſhal Iwan Jurewitch Troubetſkoi. 
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LV. 


Peter the Great's gratitude to theſe who had ſerved 
him faithfully. 


THE Czar, though very exact in the con- 
duct of his affairs, and flow in making pecuniary 
preſents, never parted with thoſe who had ſerved 
him faithfully, whether Ruſſians or foreigners, 
without giving them a recompeaſe, as a mark of 
his ſatisfaction. The preſents he generally made 
to his officers were eſtates in the conquered pro- 
vinces, which ſtil remain in the poſſeſhon of 
their deſcendants. | 
Even the widows and orphans of ſea and land 
officers received penſions, the 1 during life, 
and the latter till they were able for employments. 
This laudable regulation is ſtill in force. 

The college of finance conſulted him about a 
very aged foreigner, who had ſerved thirty years, 
and was no longer able to diſcharge the duties of 
his poſt, defiring to know whether he might be 
permitted to retire on half pay. This queſtion 
diſtreſſed the Czar. © What?* cried he, © ſhall 

© a man 
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a man who has ſpent his youth in my ſervice 
© be expoſed to poverty in his old age? No; 
« give him the whole of his pay as long as he 
lives, without requiring any thinz from him, 
ſince he is unable to ſerve. But take his ad- 
vice in whatever relates to his profeſſion, and 
profit by his experience. Who would ſacrifice 
the moſt valuable years of his life, if he knew 
he was doomed to poverty in his old age, and 
that he to whom his youth was devoted, 
would negle& him when worn out?“ 
Actuated by th:fe ſentiments, this great prince 
reſolved to build an hoſpital at Peterſburgh for 
invalids of the fea and land ſervice. This eſta- 
bliſhment was completed in 1715. He alſo deter- 
mined to erect an hoſpital for the poor of the 
fame city, and another at Moſcow, which were 
both finiſhed in 1718. 


Mr, Zentrovius, counſellor of war. 
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LVI. | 


Pains taken by Peter the Great lo procure a tram 


lation of a manuſcript written in unknown 
characters. 


THE Ruſſian monarch was fond of the ſci- 
ences. His ſtrong defire to obtain information 
induced him to aſk an explanation of all that was 
novel; every thing remarkable erciting his atten- 
tion; particularly antiquities. 

Several 
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Several rolls of blue and black paper, thick, 
glazed, and written in letters of gold, were 
brought to him from Siberia, "They had been 
diſcovered in a cave, beneath the ruins of a tem- 
ple. No perſon covld be found who was able to 
read theſe beautiful characters, much lefs to inter- 
pret them. It was confidered as a 'Fungutian manu- 
icript, probably becauſe the Tungutians had for- 
merly inhabited the diſtrit of Siberia in which 
it had been found. Every one took pleaſure 1n 
examining and admiring it, but this did not fatis- 
ty the Czar : he was deſirous of knowing in what 
language it was written, and the ſubject of which 
it treated. He therefore ſent one of the rolls to 
the celebrated Abbe Bignon, librarian to the 
King of France, begging him to put it into the 
hands of ſome learned man, acquainted with the 
characters, and able to tranſlate the conteats.. 

The Abbe Bignon ſhewed it to M. Fourmont, 
interpreter to the king, who .underſtood the Ori- 
ental languages, and a little of the Chineſe. 'This 
celebrated man, feduced by too much confidence: 
in his learning, was vain enough to undertake 
to read and interpret it, or at leaſt was deſirous 
of making the world believe he was the only one 
capable of doing ſo. He kept the manuſcript a 
long time at his houſe, and at length pub iſhed 
an account of it, in which he aſſerted that it was 
written in the ancient Tangut, and carried his 
imprudence fo far as to give a tranſlation of the 
contents, perſuaded that no one was able to detect 
the deception. The Emperor made him a very 
handſome preſent, but his doubts of the fidelity 
of the tranſlation were greater than the pleaſure 
it afforded him; and he uſed to ſay, If it be 

? not 
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© not faithful, it is, at any rate, replete with 
good jenle.” 

In the reign of the Empreſs Anne, long after 
the death ot Peter the Great, and, as I believe, 
after that of M. Fourmont, two Ruſſians who 
had reſided fixteen years at Pekin, and who un- 
derſtood the Chineſe tongue, and that of the Man- 
chew Tartars, which differs little from it, came 
to the academy at Peterſburgh. 'The manuſcript 
being ſhown to them, they immediately diſcover- 
ed the characters to be thoſe of the Manchews, 
and tranſlated ſeveral of the rolls, particularly 
that which had been ſent to the Abbe Bignon. 
Their tranſlation had not the ſmalleſt affinity with 
that of M. Fourmont, which clearly proved, 
that far from having given a faithful tranſlation, 
he had not even known what the characters 
were, and that the ſuſpicions of Peter the Great 
were well founded. The original manuſcripts, 
as well as the abovementioned tranſlation, are 
carefully preſerved in the library of the academy 
of ſciences at Peterſburgh, and are ſhown with- 
Hut reſerve to all who deſire to ſee them. 


Countellor Schumacher. 
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LVII. 


Tndefatigable ardeur of Peter the Great in invęſſi- 
gating every thing. 


BETWEEN Narva and Revel, at about 
one hundred werſts* diſtance from the latter, is 
a very hanſome ſtone church, called Kalia. 
Among the different tombs of the noblemen of the 
Place, there is one particularly worthy of remark, 
erected in the year 1632, in which two young 
ladies of the name of Grot were buried, who are 
ſtill to be ſeen entire and uncorrupted. 

In 1752 I ordered the ſtone which covered 
them to be raiſed up, and found the two bodies 
in the ſtate I have juſt deſcribed, quite naked, 
dry, and of a yellowiſh colour; but free from 
any ill ſmell whatever. Their ſkin reſembled 
leather in a ſtate of tenfion, and had the ſame 
elaſticity, when preſſed with the finger, or a 
cane, on the different cavities of the body. The 
inteſtines were ſo entirely dried up, that not 
the ſmalleſt trace of them was viſible. 

The churchwarden, by whoſe order the tomb 
was opened, informed me that Peter in his war 
with the Swedes, having advanced as far as Re- 
vel, and encamped in. its vicinity for ſeveral weeks, 
heard theſe two bodies mentioned, but would 
not believe a word of what he was told. To aſ- 
certain the truth, he had them brought to the 
camp, exam ned them very minutely, and ex- 
plained to the generals who ſtood round him, the 
natural cauſe of their deſiccation. Some days 
after they were by his orders carried back to their 

tomb, 


— —— — — 


*The werit is about eleven hundred Englith yards, 


PETER THE GREAT. 119 


tomb, and he forbade the ſtate they were in to 
be attributed to any miraculous cauſe. 


Sehnabel, churchwarden of the place. | 


* 
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LVIII. 


Wiſdom and prudence of Peter the Great, in the 


diſcovery of a falſe accuſation. 


AFTER the battle of Pultowa, Peter took 
into his ſervice all the Swediſh officers who choſe 
to tight under his banners. He required them 
to take the oath of allegiance, and gave them 
the fame rank they had enjoyed in their own 
army. 

There was among them a colonel of the name 
of Ofterman, -who was ſent to Caſan, where 
the regiment he had juſt obtained was in _ 
ion, at&where, had not the prudence, wiſdom, 
and activity of the Czar interpoſed, he muſt cer 
tainly have fallen a victim to the treachery and 
vengeance of one of his ſervants. 

A denchtchik whom he was going to puniſh 
on account of his drunkenneſs, and other bad 
qualities, accuſed him of high treaſon, The 
chaſtiſement, according to cuſtom, was imme- 
diately ſaipeniizd, and the ſervant, as well as 
the maſter, taken into cuſtody, and ſent uader 
a guard, to the ſecret chancery at Peterſburgh. 

The denchtchik acculed the colonel of having 
ſpoken ſeveral times in an injurious manner of 
the Emperor. He perſiſted in this depoſition, 

and 
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and underwent the torture of the knout, three 
times, without retracting. The affair was laid 
before the Czar, who ſent for the colonel to his 
preſence, and after acquainting him with the de- 
poſition of the accuſer, exhorted him to confeſs 
the whole truth of the matter, adding, that he 
could not be ignorant that it was his turn to 
undergo the torture, for the diſcovery of his 
crime. 

While ſpeaking, the Czar kept his eyes con- 
ſtantly fixed upon the officer, trying to detect the 
truth in the alteration of his countenance. 'The 
Colonel anſwered, that far from having uttered 
the treaſonable words imputed to him, he had 
never even harboured a thought injurious to his 
Majeſty. That beſides he did not know enough 
of the Ruſſian tongue to expreſs in that language 
what his accuſer pretended to have heard. That 
far from having reaſon to be diſcontented with 
the Emperor, he was impreſſed with the ſtrongeſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, as he had been pleaſed to 
take him into his ſervice when a priſoner of war, 
and generouſly to fave him from impending po- 
verty. That in ſhort he ſhould have accuſed 
himſelf, if a ſingle word had ever eſcaped him, 
ſimilar to thoſe related by his accuſer. 

The Czar, without farther queſtions, bade 
him retire, and he was taken back to priſon. 
The following day, Peter feat a prieſt of great 
eloquence to the denchtchik to prepare nim for 
death, and deſired him to ule his beſt endeavours 
to draw the truth from him, and to make him 
confeſs all his faults without reſerve. 

Ihe prieſt performed his function with zeal, 
and while he was receiving his penitent's laſt 
confeſſion, exhorted him in the moſt preſſing 

manner 
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manner to conceal no part of his fins. At length 


the culprit confeſſed, that the only thing remain» 


ing on his conicience was the accuſation preferred 
againſt his colonel, which was no more than the 
effect of vengeance, Thus, by the profound 
wiſdom of the Czar, was the Colonel's inno- 
cence made manifeſt, and the villainy of the 
denchtchik diſcovered. Peter ordered the villain 
to be broken on the whee], and having loaded 
the officer with careſſes, ſent him back to his 
regiment. 
Frederic Cramer, merchant at Narva, who was 
one of the pritoners of war lent to Calas. 


LIS. 


The Czar lays the frundation of Peterſhurgh. 


ALTHOUGH the public has been informed 
at length of the c.rcumſtances of the tounding 
of Peter{bargh, and of the means employed to 
build it with a degree of cclerity that bordered 
on a prodigy, I think, however, I may venture 
to make it the ſubject of an anecdote. 

Peter, long betore the Swediſh war, had con- 


Baltic, that he might there conſtruct the ſhips 
neceſſary to the execution of his deſizns, 

As ſoon as he was maſter of the country in 
which Peterſburgh is ſituated, he determined to 
build a Cty there, and laid the foundations of 
it in 1703. He ſurrounded it with fortifications 


ceive | the project of obtaining a port on the 
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on one ſide of the Neva, and placed the admi- 
ralty on the other. 

I his ſpot of ground contained before only a 
ſingle fiſherman's hut by the fide of the fort; 
and this very hut afforded the monarch a retreat 
at the commencement of his undertaking. It is 
now carefully preſerved under a roof, as a pre- 
cious monument of the prodigious labours of the 
Ruſſian hero. 

He often found in his grand and uſeful enter- 
prizes a ſource of much chagrin. It was im- 
po ſſible for him to foreſee what would be the 
event of the war hetween him and the Swedes ; 
and he could not help being afflifted by the un- 
certainty of his remaining maſter of the country 
watered by the Neva. But after the victory of 
Pultowa, in 1709, the perplexity which he was 
n, and which damped his exertions, was at an 
end. He was then convinced that he ſhould no 
longer be obliged to diſpute the poſſeſſion of the 
provinces ſituated on the Baltic; and turning his 
attention to the completion of Peterſburgh, took 
every meaſure to inſure fucceſs*. 

But before he began to renew his operations, 
he ordered ſeveral regular plans to be drawn; 
for all that had been done as yet was but the 

work 


8 * Among a great number of papers in the hand writ- 
1 ing of Peter the Great, which are preſerved by the fa- 
ES” mily of Apraxin, is a letter marked Ne, 115, written 
|; | to Feodor Mathweitſch Apraxin, and dated from the 
N 1 camp at Pultowa, at nine o*clock in the evening, after 
S$ 12 | the battle, He announced to him, in few words, the 

ST. > -- victory he had juſt gained over Charles XII. and the 
"= W following expretlion is particularly remarkable :—* At 
7 length, thank God, the firft ſtone of Peterſburgh 3 
x © laid, 
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work of neceſſity, and quit- deſlitute of ſy-:- 
metry. Among thoſe preſent Sy to hi, no one 
pleaſed him ſo well as that which bore the teue- 
eſt reſemblance to Amſterdam, on «cconat 
the number of canals it contained. 

It was projected to make a can through en 
iſland formed by the Neva, and ſurro ed by 
ſeveral ſmaller ones, which was called BAS L's 
IsLAN D, PNaſili Oft of.) In the time of the 
Swedes, it was a place abſolutely deſert, and 
without a name. It owes its preſent appellation 
to the following anecdote : 

In 1703, Peter the Great, having no fleet, 
made a ſudden attack on two Swed ſh ſhips of 
war embayed near the iſland, and ſucceeded in 
his enterpriſe. He afterwards ordered a battery 
to be erected on it, to hinder the enemy's veſſels 
from entering the Neva. An officer of Ruſſian 
bombardiers, of the name of Waſili, was choſen 


ud 


poſt, and as all the orders of the court and of the 
general officers were addreſſed to him, it inſenſi- 
bly took his name, and retains it to this day. 

It was intended to carry a canal of commu- 
nication from the Neva to the gulph of Finland, 
along the center of the iſland, and to open a 
parallel one of the fame breadth, and of two 
hundred yards in length. Twelvz 
were to traverſe the iſland, to join the little Neva 
with the great, and to run through the ſame 
number or ſtreets, every houſe of which was to 
have a garden and court yard. The earth thrown 
up irom the canals was to be employed in raiſing 
the ſte, or in the creation of fortifications, com- 
poted of a rampart, 
Cohorn's manner. 
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to command it, and as he remained long in this 
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The great canal was intended to ſerve as a 
paſſage tor merchant veſſels from the port of 
Cronſtadt to the magazines and exchange, and, 
when laden or unladen, to carry them back to 
ſea. The object of the ſmaller ones was 40 fa- 
cilitate the carriage of a variety of commodities 
and merchandiſe from one branch of the Neva to 
the other, for the convenience of the inhabitants. 

The proſpect afforded on each fide by the great 
and ſmall canals was terminated by a ſquare in- 
tended for a market place, and in the middle of 
the iſland was a very handſome garden deſtined 
for a public walk. Lower down, by the fea 
ſide, was a conſiderable piece of paſture land, 
meant to ſerve as a common. 

The admiralty, ſurrounded by a rampart, 
baſtions, and a ditch, was already built oppo- 
ſite to the new city, on the left of the great branch 
of the Neva. The carccning and building docks, 
for (hips of war and merchant veſſels, were 
placed within the ſame encloſure. 

Near this eſtabliſhment the fourth quarter of 
the town was to be built, intended for the re- 
ſidence of the officers of the navy, the build- 
ers, Carpenters, and ſcamen : this is the reaſon 
why the two ſtreets that lead to it are called 
Great and Little Sca Street“. 

A little ifland to which the name of New Hol- 
land was given, and which is ſituated between 

the 
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AS 
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* This beautiful plan has been engraved in ſeveral 
places, That publiſhed by Meſſra. Hoffman, on a 
fingle ſhect, 13 4 good one. There is a CODY of it, on 
2 {maller fcale, in a book, entitled Webers verzn- 
dertes Rufsland, and in the Memoirs of Peter the Firſt 
by Routler. 
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the Moika and one of the canals, was choſen for 
the building of floops and other ſmall veſſels. 
A workſhop for blackſmiths, and a rope yard, 
were placed cloſe to it; and a little farther, on 
the great branch of the Neva, a dock yard 
was eſtabliſhed for galleys, called GALEEREN 
Hor r, the Galley Houſe. Another for private 
perſons was placed near the ſummer palace, on 
the ſpot where the Fontanka leaves the Neva, 
and was intended for the conſtruction of hoys 
and other {mall craft. 

The Czar chcie in the ſame place a ſite for 
his ſummer palace, and had a ſpacious garden 
laid out, embelliched with fountains, grottos, 
arbours, ponds, parterres, and other ornaments. 
Between the palace and the admiralty, on the 
great branch of the Neva, and oppolite the for- 
rificarions, he creed a much larger one, two 
ſtories high, for his winter reſidence. | 

Wooden howſes, the different colleges,, ho- 
tels for the miniſters, the public magazines, the 
town honfe, an armoury, and ſeveral hundred of 
citizens houſcs, were built by degrees on the ſide 
of the fort. The ſtreets of this quarter of the 
town were very well paved by the Swediſh pri- 
ſoners of war. 

At length, in 1714, the Czar, finding him 
ſelf in peaceful poſſeſſion of his conqueſt, and 
at the eve of an advantageous peace, ſaw, with 
much joy, that he ſhould ſoon be freed from all 
the obſtacles that had oppoſed the execution of 
his deſigns, and particularly the deſire he felt to 
turn all his attention to the civilization of his em- 
pire: he therefore publiſhed an ukaſe, or or- 
dinance, to haſt". tb building of his new 
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He required all Jandholders, clergy as well as 
laymen, and monaſteries as well as gentlemen, 
to build houſes proportioned to their means, in 
the iſland of Waſili, on the ground marked out 
in lots of twelve, twenty, thirty, and forty 
yards long, and to render them habitable in the 
ſpace of two years, under pain of confiſcation of 
their property, 

To facilitate the execution of his orders, and 
that no one might have an impediment or excuſe, 
he made an abundant proviſion of materials, and 
eſtabliſhed an architect's office, under the di- 
rection of Treſſins, an Italian, where plans, ac- 
cording to the extent of the ground, were given 
gratis. So great a number of tiles were made 
at ſome werſts diſtance from the new city, on 
the banks of the Neva, in the way to Schliiſſel- 
burgh, that a million might have been procured 
in a ſhort ſpace of time. 'Timber, piles, and 
lime, were ſeat in ſuch quantities from Ladoga 
and Novogorod, that they were to be bought at 
a very moderate price. 

Planks, laths, and beams, were furniſhed by 


a great number of ſawing mills turned by wind 


or water. Before this period the mills ſawed 
every year a very large quantity, which was ſent 
out of the province in boats by the lake of La- 
doga and the Neva, as well as much other mer- 
chandiſe and proviſions of every kind. 

A great number of workmen were collected 
by the Czar's order from all parts of Ruſſia to 
work at his new city and pave the ſtreets. He 
had long before directed all veſſels or carriages 
that might come loaded to Peterſburgh, to bring 
a certain quantity of ſtones, beſides their uſual 


load or cargo, and to deliver them at the en- 
trance 
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trance of the town to a commiſſary appointed 
for that purpoſe, 
Mr. de Pruyns, mater attendant general at the 


adnuritlry, 


Peter the Cireat's diſpleaſure en ſeeing the ftreets 
and cauali at Waſili Ofirof. 


WE are often ſurpriſed, when walking in 
Peterſburgh, to ſee that the canals 1n the ſtreets 
of Waſili Oſtrof have neither the fame direction 
nor the ſame proportions as the ſtreets them- 
ſelves. The following are the reaſons that 
have been given me for this want of ſymme- 
try: 

"When Peter had choſen, among a great num- 
ber of plans, that which was moſt favourable to 
his parriality for canals, he reſolved to haye it 
executed in Waſili Oſtrof: he firſt ſurrounded 
the iſland with fortifications, and then ordered 
canals of communication to be opened in the 


middle of the ſtreets, as we have ſaid above, 


between the Great and Little Neva : but, unfor- 
tunately, he forgot to give directions concerning 
the width of the ſtreets and of the canals, as 
well as the diſtance to be preſerved between 
them; or elſe he depended on the intelligence 
of the perions appointed to ſuperintend the 
works, convinced that they would at leaſt take 

G4 care 
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care that they would make the canals wide 
enough for two boats to paſs abreaſt. 

In the mean time His Majeſty ſet off for the 
army, and two years after, in 1716, travelled - 
into Holland and France, after having given 
orders to carry on the works with all poſſible 
diſpatch. 5 

On his return to Peterſburgh in 1718, he poſt- 
poned every other care to pay them a viſit, He 
{aw in moſt of the ſtreets, with much ſatisfaction, 
complete rows of houſes, built either of wood 
or ſtone, and was particularly pleaſed with the 
beautiful palace of Prince Menchicoff, ſituated 
fronting the principal avenue: but his joy was 
ſoon overcaſt when he perceived the pitiful 
dimenſions of both ſtreets and canals, He 
was {truck dumb with aſtoniſhment ; but his 
geſtures plainly ſhowed how much his contempt 
and indignation were excited by ſo egregious a 
blunder. 

Fearing, however, that he had been deceived 
in the dimenſions of thoſe of Amſterdam, which 
he had given as a model, he went immediately 
to the houſe of Mr. Wilde, the Dutch reſident, 
and aſked him if he knew the breadth of the 
canals of that city. Mr. Wilde preſented a plan 
of it to the Czar, who took out his compaſſes, 
and having meaſured the length and breadth of 
the canals, wrote down their dimenſions on his 
tablets. He then begged the Reſident to go with 
him and fee the works that had been finiſhed 
during his abſence. On meaſuring the firſt canals 
he met with, he found that their breadth, and 
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1 £ that of the ſtreets added together, were not 
5 4 ] equal to the width of one of the canals of Am- 
PETS | fterdam. In a tranſport of rage he cried out, 
, 5 | 4 1 | a 4 The 
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The Devil take the nndertaking—all is ſpoiled, 
and retired to his palace. 

The Emperor long remembered the unplea- 
ſant feelings of which this blunder had been the 
cauſe, and frequently caſt an angry look on Prince 
Menchicoff, who had been charged with the in- 
ſpection of the works. From time to time His 
Majeſty went to Waſili Oftrof, and having- ex- 
amined for whole hours the ſtreets and canals 
that were begun, returned forrowfully without 


uttering a word. 


When Monf. le Blond, a famous architect of 
Paris, whom he had taken into his ſervice, ar- 
rived at Peterſburgh, Peter took him to Waſili 
Oſtrof, and after walking over the whole iſland 
with the plan in his hand, ſaid to him, Well, 


* Monl. le Blond, what is to be done to carry 


my plan into execution ? — Raze, Sire, raze, 
anſwered Le Blond, elevating his ſhoulders ; 
© there is no other remedy than to demoliſh all 
* that has been done, and to dig the canals 
© anew,*—" I thought fo,” replied the Czar, and 
retired to his boat. —-He employed Le Blond to 
conſtrut ſome handſome edifices at Peterhoff 
and elſewhere, but never ſpoke to him again of 


— / Waſili Oſtrof. 


Mr. Swart, Dutch refident, ſucceſſor to Mr. 
Wilde, with whom he had lived at Peterſburgh 
in quality of ſecretary, | 
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LXI. 


Peter the Great's fondneſs for thoſe who erected 
buildings at Peterſburgh. 


AS Peterſburgh was the favourite city of Pe- 
ter the Firſt, he was not contented with embel- 
liſhing it with handſome ſtructures : he likewiſe 
uſed all poſſible means to encourage Ruſſians and 
foreigners to build houſes there, as well as in the 
environs, and teſtified the pleaſure they gave him 
by ſach undertakings. | 

Whoever was defirous of building, and beg- 
ged him to lay the firſt ſtone of the edifice, was 
ſure of his requeſt being granted. On theſe oc- 
caſions he wiſhed every thing to be conducted 
with the cuſtomary ceremonies, and drank to 
the ſucceſs of the undertaking, and to the proſ- 
perity of the maſter. 

This conduct excited fo much emulation, that 
the alacrity with which a great number of 
houſes were creed without it would never have 
happened, 

He ſuffered ſuburbs to be built at ſome diſ- 
tance from the Neva, on a ſpot of ground wa- 
tered. by ſeveral ſmall branches of the river. 
Theſe ſuburbs, called Great and Little Colonna, 
conſiſt of ſeveral ſtreets, and were intended for 
the abode of the ſailors, ſhip carpenters, and 
other people belonging to the admiralty, who 
ſtill make them their reſidence. 

A little farther off, below the mouth of the 
river, the Emperor choſe a ſituation for the erec- 
tion of a country honſe for the Empreſs, which 


he called CaTHERINEN Horry, (Catherine's 
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Houſe.) It was built of wood, in the Dutch 
manner, bur with ſtone foundations. It was ſitu- 
ated in the middle of a very pleaſant little wood, 
in the neighbourhood of a ſmall canal, which 
afforded a paſſage to boats from the mouth of the 
Neva. 

He likewiſe built two very pretty habitations, 
called Axnxa Horr, and ELIZABETRH's Hoey, 
after the two princeſſes, his daughters, at ſome 
werſts diſtance, on the banks of the gulph, where 
there are ſeveral ſmall iſlands, and a delightful 
proſpect. 

The Empreſs wiſhed to make a return to the 
attention of her huſband, and to give him at the 
ſame time the pleaſure of a ſurpriſe, by erecting, 
without his knowledge, a building in the vicinity 
of Peterſburgh. For this purpoſe, ſhe pitched 
upon a very pleaſant ſite, at the diſtance of about 
twenty-five werlts ſouth-weſt of the city, and 
ſituated at the end of an immenſe plain, which 
afforded the moſt beautiful proſpect to the eye. 
The only place near it was a village, called 
DARASKOI MuisA, the village of Sarah, the 
name of a noble lady of Ingria, to whom it be- 
longed. 

On this ſpot Catherine built a ſtone houſe, and 
laid out a beautiful garden, with arbours, and an 
avenue of linden trees. The edifice was raiſed 
in ſo ſhort a time, and with fo much ſecrecy, that 
the Czar had not the leaſt intimation of the mat- 


ter. During his two years abſence the works 


were carried on with ſuch expedition, that it 
was finiſhed in the third, and fitted up in the 

moſt complete and brilliant manner. 
In the ſummer of that year, he came from his 
army in Poland to Peterſburgh, and expreſſed 
much 
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much ſatisfaction to the Empreſs, on ſeeing the 
improvements made in his darling city, during 
his abſence. 

© I have found,” ſaid ſhe to the Czar, © a 
© charming ſituation, ſalubrious, ſolitary, and not 
© far diſtant from hence, where your Majeſty, 

perhaps, would not diſlike to build a country 
© houſe, if you would but take the trouble to 80 
© and fee it. 

With all my heart,” replied the Czar, highly 
pleaſed to ſee the Empreſs ſo deſirous to improve 
the environs of Peterſburgh, and I promiſe to 
a " ſatisfy your wiſhes, it the place really anſwers 

« your deſcription.“ 

© I hope,“ replied ſhe, © it will pleaſe you; 
© it is at ſome werſts diſtance, on the ſide of the 
£ Moſcow road, and commands a moſt® beauti- 
ful proſpect. If it has remained in a deſert 
« ſtate till now, it is becauſe he canton is unfre- 
£ quented, and but little known.” 

Peter the Great, impat.ent to fee fo del ghtful 
a place, gave his w.te his hand, and promiſed to 
attend her on the following day. 

The Empreſs iamediately gave ſecret orders to 
make ſuch preparations at the country houſe, 
during the night, as were neceſſary to give the 
Czar a ſuitable reception. 

The following day, in the forenoon, they {ct 
off for this ſuppoſed ſolitude, attended by a 
number of ſca and land officers, and by a few 
noblemen high in favour with their Majeſties. 
They were likewiſe accompanied by a waggon, 
loaded with proviſions and a tent, under which 
they purpoſed taking a haſty repaſt. 

At about twelve werſts diſtance from Peterſ- 
buigh, they turned aſide ſrom i the Moſcow road, 

into 
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into one which was cut with much care through a 


wood, and which afforded a view in a ſtraight 


line as far as the mountain of Duderhof. This 
attracted the Czar's whole attention. The 
© country,”, ſaid he with a ſmile of ſatisfaction, 
© whither my Catherine is conducting us, muſt 
© be very fine, for the road that leads to it is ex- 
© cellent.” 

At the foot of the mountain the road turns to 
the left, and continues to riſe, and deſcend al- 
ternately, with a gentle declivity, ſo that the 
place whither they were going did not make its 
appearance till they reached a particularly elevated 
pot. Then, all at once, the Czar perceived a 
very handſome ſtone building, in a place to which 
he was a perfect ſtranger. He was ſtill loſt in 
aſtoniſhment, when he was received by the Cza- 
rina as miſtreſs of the houſe. © This,” ſaid ſhe, 
© is the ſolitude of which I have ſpoken to your 
© Majcſty, and the country houſe I have built for 
my ſovereign.” 

The Czar, on hearing this, embraced her 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs :=—* Never,” ſaid he 
in a tranſport of joy, has my Catherine de- 
© ceived me, or given me falſe accounts. The 
* ſituation is charming, and the pains you have 
© taken to ſurpriſe me ſo agreeably, entitles you 
© to my warmeſt acknowledgments. I ſee that 
© you wiſh to ſhow me, that there are beautiful 
© places about Peterſburgh, which though they 
© do not abound in water, are not unworthy ſuch 

© edifices as this.” 

The Empreſs led the Czar through all the 
apartments, and ſhowed him from the windows, 
the beauty of the proſpect. She then conducted 
him into a large room, where he foynd a well- 
ſerved table. | 


At 
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At dinner the Emperor drank the firſt glaſs of 
wine to the health of his good landlady, and 
gave much praiſe to her taſte in architecture. 
The Czarina, in her turn, drank his health, as 
maſter of the houſe ; but how great was his ſur- 
priſe when he heard a ſalute of eleven guns, the 
inſtant ſhe put the glaſs to her lips ! 

After the repaſt, which laſted till the evening, 
he took a walk in the gardens, ſaw all the build- 
ings belonging to the palace, and on quitting this 
delightful fituation, ſaid he never recollected to 
have ſpent ſo pleaſant a day. 

M. Forſter, the architect who built the palace 


of Sarſkoe, and eye witneſs of what is above 
related, 


LXII. 


Peter the Great lays aſde all pomp during his Jay 
at Ber lin. 


PETER was perſuaded that true grandeur 
does not conſiſt in ſhow and magnificence; and 
looked upon all parade as a puerile and fatiguing 
ſpecies of vanity. This way of thinking, and 
the ſimple manner in which he lived, made him 
conſider the prodigality of certain courts as an 
evil, and he uſed to fay that there was no coun- 


try, where the ſuperfluous expences of the crown 


might not be employed to relieve the wants of the 


people, and increaſe the power of the ſtate. 8 
e 
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He did not diſguiſe his ſentiments on this ſub- 
jekt, even in the courts he viſited. The King of 
England one day aſked him how he liked Lon- 
don.—* Very well,“ anſwered the Czar, * I am 
© above all pleaſed to ſee the ſimplicity, neatneſs, 
© and modeſty that prevails in the dreſs of the 
© richeſt nation in Europe.” 

The ſentiments of Frederick I. of Pruſſia were 
very different; according to his grandſon Frede- 
rick II. he was more pleaſed than afflicted at the 
death of his wife, becauſe her ſumptuous funeral 
gave him an opportunity of gratifying his taſte 
for ceremony and magnificence. 

When he heard that Peter the Great intended 
to travel into France, and Holland, he ſent him 
the moſt preſſing invitation to take Berlin in his 
way. At the ſame time he ordered preparations 
to be made for giving his illuſtrious gueſt the moſt 
brilliant reception and moſt ſuperb entertainments ; 
and though the Czar expreſsly deſired to be treat- 
ed without ceremony, he would not alter his re- 
ſolution. For this reaſon Peter ſo ordered his 
journey, that he entered Berlin at a very late hour, 
and alighted at a lodging prepared for him by his 
ambaſſador. 

Soon after, Frederick ſent the grand maſter of 
his ceremonies, and two of the gentlemen of his 
bedchamber, to compliment him on his arrival. 
The Czar gave them to underſtand, that he ſhould 
ſtay but a few days at Berlin, and that, if the 


King pleaſed, he would wait on him the follows. 


ing day about noon. 
The next day, at nine o'clock, fix of the han- 
ſomeſt court carriages, came to the Czar's lodg- 


ings, who had with him fix young Ruſſian noble- 


men. He had fent them to ſtudy at Berlin, and 
among 
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among them were Prince Kourakin, ſince maſter 
of the horſe, M. Beſtuſcheff, afterwards Count 
and high chancellor, and young Golotkin, ſon 
of the then high chancellor, who were cho- 
ſen by the Czar to accompany him to court. 

The magnificent carriages waited for him and 
his attendants till noon, when the perſons who 
brought them were informed that the Czar was 
already with the King. At cleven o clock he had 
flipped out of the back door, and walked to the 
pa.ace. 

After the moſt friendly reception, the King 
much ſurpriſed, aſked him if it were true, that 
he had come on foot, and it he had not made 
ule, of the carriages he had ſent, which had 
waited for ſeveral hours before his houſe. 

The Czar thanked him politely for his atten- 
tion; © I have avoided them,” faid he; © I am 
© not accuſtomed to magnificence ; diſlike parade, 
© and always walk about rown on foot. It ſome- 
© times happens that I walk five tumcs as far as I 
© have done to day.” 


LXIII. 


Pains taken by Peter the Great to procure Ruf 


ſian tranſlations of the maſt neceſſary foreign 
books. 


AT Peter the Firſt's acceſſion to the throne, 
there were a great number of pious books, ſuch 
as the works of the ableſt fathers of the church, 
thoſe of St. John Chryſoſtom, St. Baſil, * 

| h . 
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St. Gregory Nazienzen, tranſlated from Greek 
and Latin, into the Sclavonic and Ruſſian 
tongues. 

The works of Nicon and Neſtorius were not 
yet printed; nor were the other ancient national 
chronicles, of which there were a great number 
in monaſteries, in the library of the crown, and 
in thoſe of different individuals. Works rela- 
tive to the arts and ſciences were entirely un- 
known“. 

Peter the Great was the firſt to perceive the 
want of means of inſtruftion, and was the more 
earneſt ta remedy it, as he was ſenſible of the 
neceſſity of doing ſo, to enſure the ſucceſs of his 
project of taking away the reproach of ignorance 
from his ſubjects. 


He brought up ſea and land officers of his 
own nation, as well as founders of cannon, 
artillery-officers, and engineers, in the midſt of 
a war as alarming as it was difficult to carry on, 
in which he was engaged againſt Charles XII. of 
8 an enemy equally active and formid- 
able. | 


To 


— 


c 


It was not till the reign of the Empreſs Elizabeth 
that the academy of ſciences at Peterſburgh had the 
chronicle of Nettorius and Nicon printed. In the glo- 
rious reign of the preſent Empreſs Catherine IT. Prince 
Scherbatow, Lord Chamberlain, publiſhed a hiſtory of 
the empire in the Ruſſian language, and cauſed ſeveral 
manuſcripts to be printed, that were taken from the ca- 
binet of Peter the Great, as the Journal of Peter the 
Firſt during the Swediſh War, in quarto : a Collection 
of Letters written in Peter's own hand, in Octavo, &c. 
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To forward the execution of his deſigns, he 
ordered a number of books relative to all theſe 
arts to be tranſlated into the Ruſſian tongue, and 
to be printed and diſtributed gratis. The choice 
he made of the beſt claſſical authors in all foreign 
languages, is a proof of the extent of his know- 
ledge. 

The Art of Ship Building, by Bruiken; The 
experienced Pilot, an anonymous work* ; and 
The new Manner of fortifying Places, by Co- 
horn, were tranſlated from the Dutch; Fortifi- 
cation rendered impregnable, Unueverwindliche 
Feſtung, by Borgſdorf, from the German, and 
Pagan's, Blondel's, and Vauban's Syſtems of 
Fortification, from the French ; all in folio, with 
excellent plates. 

He ordered The Life of Alexander, by Quin- 
tus Curtius; the Geography of Varenius, and 
Hubner, and Puffendorf's Introduction to a 
Knowledge of the States of Europe, to be like- 
wiſe tranſlated. 

Not content with enriching his country with 
the beſt authors who treat on arts and ſciences, 
he contributed himſelf to this neceſſary work. 
After his death, ſeveral works tranſlated by him- 
ſelf from the beſt authors then known were found 
among his papers, ſuch as, The Art of Archi- 
teCture, by Sebaſtian le Clere; The Turner's 

| Art, 


— 


As the Czar took theſe two authors for his guides, 
and had ſtudied them in Holland, he borrowed from 
them all the terms relative to the rigging and different 
parts of a ſhip. Moſt of the Dutch technical words 
which he at firſt employed, are ſtill cetained in the Ruſ- 
ſian language. 
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Art, by Plumiers ; A Syſtem of Mechanics, and 
the Art of conſtructing Sluices and Mills, by 
Sturn, &c. 

Nothing better proves the indefatigable atten- 
tion of Peter to the moſt minute particulars, and 
his zeal for the improvements of his ſubjects, 
than the following trait. 

Wiſhing to procure a tranſlation of Puffen- 
dorf 's Introduction to the Hiſtory of the Eu- 
ropean States, he choſe for that purpoſe, a monk 
already known by ſeveral good tranſlations, and 
— him to execute it as ſpeedily as poſſi- 


The monk worked with ſo much diligence, 
that his taſk was finiſhed in a few months. In 
expeCtation of a reward, he placed himſelf in 
the Emperor's antichamber, with his tranſlation, 
and the Latin text under his arm. 

The Czar coming out in the afternoon, per- 

ceived him, and aſked him if his tranſlation were 
finiſhed—* Yes, Sire', ſaid he, © here it is.“ 
The Czar took it, turned over the leaves, and 
ſtopping at a chapter near the end of the book, 
changed countenance, and ſhowed evident marks 
of anger. 

At the ſame moment he turned to the monk 
with a look of indignation ; * Blockhead,” faid 
he, © what were the orders I gave you relative 
© to this book ??—< To tranſlate it,“ anſwered 
he.—“ Do you call this a tranſlation ?” replied 
the Czar. He then pointed out a paragraph, 
in which the author ſpoke very ſeverely of Ruſ- 
ſia, and of the character of its inhabitants, and 
which the good monk had entirely omitted; 


and making him remark ſome other paflages 


which he had ſoftened, by way of flattering the 
nation, 
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nation, he returned him his book : Go, added 
he angrily, © and pay exact obedience to my or- 
ders, by tranſlating faithfully what the author 
has written“. It is not to flatter my ſubjects, 
that I have ordered this book to be tranſlated 
and printed, but rather to correct them, by 
ſhowing them the opinion entertained of them 
by foreign nations, that ſo they may be brought 
by degrees to acknowledge what they have been, 
and what my cares have made them.“ 
Thus the work of Puffendorf was tranſlated 
with the greateſt fidelity, printed in quarto, and 
dedicated to Peter the Great, to whom it was 
preſented in 1723, on his return from his — 
campaign againſt the Perſians. 
General, Baron of Lubras. Count paul 
Iwanſwitch Jagouſchinſki, then attorney Ge- 


neral, and ſince cabinet miniſter of the Em- 
preſs Anne, 


. 


LXIV. 


Peter the Great's equity when he Os po: 
niſbment. 


THE Czar loved to have juſtice ſpeedily exe- 
cuted ; nothing diſpleaſed him ſo much as the 
tar dineſs 


* The academy of Peterſburgh, publiſhed ſome time 
ago, a ſecond edition of the ſame work in two vols, 
octavo, in which the paragraph in queſtion is ex punged. 
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tardineſs with which affairs are conducted in Ger- 


many, and he carefully avoided this inconveni- 
ence in his own adminiſtration, and in all that 
related to his ſervants. It any one of them miſ- 
behaved through petulance, giddineſs, or liber- 
tiniſm, he puniſhed him on the ſpot, with his 
cane or a rope's end, in ſuch a way that the cul- 
prit remembered for hours after the celerity of 
his juſtice. 

He happened one day, in a haſty moment, to 
puniſh without cauſe a perſon who took an op- 
portunity to. demonſtrate his innocence. © I am 
* ſorry for it, anſwered the equitable Czar, 
but I will remember it, and pardon you the 
© firſt time you merit chaſtiſement.” 


Among a number of anecdotes of this kind, I 


ſhall ſelect one that relates to a young negro who 
ſerved him as page. 

The Emperor being on board a yatcht in the 
Gulph of Finland, was becalmed between Cron- 
{tadt and Peterſburgh, and obliged to paſs the 
whole day there. After dinner, he retired to his 
cabin to (leep, as was his cuſtom in the afternoon, 
Some of his attendants playing afterwards on 
deck, made a noiſe and waked him. As ſoon, 
however, as they heard him walking, they hid 
themielves for fear of chaſtiſement, and when 
the Czar came out with a cord in his hand, he 
tound nobody but the poor little negro fitting 
quietly on the ſtaucais. He took him by the 
collar, and gave' hi: « fevere flogging, laying, 


no more than this, I carn to be quiet and not 


© wake me when I Nev,” He then returned to 
his repoſe, while the n-oro 
bitterly tor having beca pana without deſerv- 


ing it. 
The 
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ontinued to weep 
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The Baron of Lubras, captain of engineers, 
Leſtocq, the Czar's ſurgeon, and two Ruſſian 
officers of the navy, who had made the noiſe, 
came ſoftly out of their hiding places, ard threat- 
ened him with a freſh correction if he would not 
be filent. He, however, continued his cries, and 
threatened them, in his turn, to inform the Czar 
that they were the guilty perſons. 

An hour after, Peter the Great awoke, and 
came upon deck in as good humour as if nothing 
had happened. The gentlemen were playing 
quietly at cards, but the negro began to weep 
again more bitterly than ever. The emperor aſk- 
ed him why he cried ſo;— “ Becauſe you have 
© cbaſtiſed me ſo cruelly and unjuſtly, ſaid he. 
© I was ſitting there quietly, while Lubras and 
© Leſtocq made all the noiſe.—“ Well, well, 
ſaid Peter, fince I have puniſhed you this time 
© undeſervecly, the next folly you commit you 
© ſhall be pardoned.” 

Some days after the young negro was guilty 
of a fault, which excited the anger of the Czar, 
who took him by the collar to puniſh him, but 
the culprit threw himſelf at his feet, and cried 
out for pardon; * Your Majeſty,” ſaid he, or- 
* dered me to put you in mind that you lately 
chaſtiſed me undeſervedly, and promiſed to 
forgive me the firſt fault 1 ſhould commit. 
True,“ anſwered the Emperor, I recollect it, 
an e you this time, as you have been 
puniſhed by anticipation.” 


A K ©® 60 


Mr. Leſtocq, 
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LXV. 
Pains taken by Peter the Great to educate Ruſſian 


painters. 


THE, Czar, during his ſtay at Amſterdam, 
went one day to the houſe of Mr. Natikin, his 
ſecretary, with ſome directions. He found no- 
body there but his ſon, a boy about fourteen 
years old, who, ſurpriſed to ſee the Czar, hid, 
with precipitation, a paper he had in his hand. 
Peter ordered him to ſhow it: the boy obeyed, 
and it proved to be a bad copy of a Dutch engrav- 
ing which he had been making for practice and 
amuſ; 
he Emperor, thinking he difcovered ſome 
ſigns of genius and taſte, aſked him if he ſhould 
not like to become a proficient in drawing, 
nd to learn to paint ?—* Yes,” anſwered he, 
© if any one would teach me. — Very well,” 


replied the Czar; * I will procure you a. 


* maſter.”—Some days after he put him ap- 
prentice to one of the beſt painters of Amſter- 
dam. 

The young man was obliged to tranſmit ſome 
of his productions every year to the Czar, that 
he might judge of his progreſs. He afterwards 
became a very good hiſtorical painter, and his 
pictures are ſeen with pleaſure in ſeveral churches 
in Ruſſia, particularly at Peterſburgh. He has 
Iikewiſe left an excellent drawing of the Paſſion, 
given by the Empreſs Flizabeth to Count Ro- 
ſoumowſky, great maſter of the venery, who 
placed it in the chapel of his houſe at Anitz- 
kiſch, 
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kiſch, among a number of others of far inferior 
excellence. 

Peter the Great, on his return, made choice 
of ſeveral young Ruſſians, whom he ſent to 
Holland and Italy, ſome to learn painting, and 
others architecture. | 

There were four among the former who ex- 
celled, and did honour to their country—Mat- 
weef, Alexander Sacharof, Iwan Merkurief, and 
Waſili Waſilewſky : but only two of thoſe who 
applied to architecture made any progreſs, name- 
ly, Semzoff and Geropkin.— The painters em- 
belliſhed ſeveral churches, as well at Peterſburgh 
as Moſcow, with excellent pictures in the ſtyle 
of the Italian and Flemiſh ſchools; and the ar- 
chitects built churches and other public edifices, 
1 are ſtill the ornament and boaſt of Ruſ- 

Ia, 


Semzoff, the architeQ- 


LXVI. 


Means uſed by Peter the Great to retain the uſeful 
ideas which ſtruck him, 


PETER the Firſt uſed to employ two methods 
to enable him to avail himſelf of the uſerul ideas 
that ſtruck him in the midſt of the important oc- 
cupations in which he was engaged. 

In the firſt place, he noted on his pocket ta- 
blets all the thoughts ſuggeſted by chance rela- 

; tive 
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tive to his new eſtabliſhments; or elſe he em- 
ployed for that purpoſe the margin or ſmalleſt 
vacant place in any paper that came firſt to hand, 
whether its contents were analogous to his 
thoughts or not. He frequently. in{erted the date 
to the notes he made. Some of them are till 
preſerved ;, and I ſhall ſelect one out of thoſe I 
have ſeen myſelf, of which I have a copy, by 
way of giving the reader an idea of the Czar's 
method in the caſes of which we are ſpeaking. 

In 1724 a ſcheme was preſented to him for 

the foundation of the Academy of Peterſburgh. 
While he was reading the article in which it was 
propoſed to give each profeſſor or academician a 
couple of pupils to educate, he wrote in the 
margin as follows : | 
To each academician the care of two young 
Ruſſians ſhall be given, that theſe may learn 
to inſtruft others in their turn; but it will be 
neceſſary to po nt out the particular ſciences 
to which they are to apply.” 
In the margin, oppoſite the article in which it 
was propoſed to permit the Academy to diſpoſe 
of all academical dignities according to merit, he 
wrote, © Approved. 

Oppoſite the part in which it was ſaid, that, 
to fave the time of the academicians, and to ex- 
empt them from all occupations that might di- 
vert their attention from ſtudy, it would be ne- 
ceſſary to appoint an agent to receive their in- 
come, make the neceſſary diſburſements, ' and 
provide for their wants, he wrote in the margin, 

© Let the director of the Academy have two 
aſſiſtants and a receiver z* and above, The 
* diſtribution of .premiums ſhall begin by the 
* preſident,” 
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Oppoſite the laſt article, purporting that the 
revenue of the Academy ſhould amount at Icaſt 
to twenty thouſand Troubles, the Czar wrote, 
The annual revenue of the Academy ſhall be 
© twenty-four thouſand nine hundred and twelve 
< roubles, taken from the produce of the taxes 
© on the cities of Narva, Dzrpt, Pernau, and 
© Arenſ{burgh.'—There is alſo written under the 
ſame article, 8 
Orders muſt be ſent to Romanzow, who com- 
mands in the Ukraine, to exchange ſome of 
the oxen of his province for ewes and wethers, 
and to fend a perſon to learn the way of taking 
care of theſe kinds of animals, of ſhearing 
them, and of preparing the wool,” 

The laſt leaf of the ſcheme is full of notes 
concerning different matters, as follow : 

Jany. 230. Meme. To precure good engi- 
neers and artillery officers from among thoſe 
who ſerved in the laſt war in Brabant—to make 
inquiry at the Office of Reports relative to 
the progreſs made by the young nobility in 
their ſtudies— io recolle&t the orders I have 
given to ſend young gentlemen to travel in 
foreign parts, and to inquire whether I have 
been obeyed, what number are already ſet 
off, what places they have viſited, what they 
intend to learn, and what time is neceſſary for 
their purpoſes. 

The Office of Reports muſt give an account 
of all theſe things to the ſenate, that ſo we 
may be enabled to judge of the degree of ap- 
plication of each youth, and of the progreſs 
he makes in the art or ſcience to which he 
turns his attention. I will give directions that 
all theſe things be clearly detailed, and the ac- 
count given when I go to the ſenate.” 
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© Above all, care muſt be taken to chuſe a 
proper place for the education of young peo- 
ple, and for their inſtruftion in domeſtic œco- 
nomy.” 

© In the tranſlation of books, it is neceſſary 
that the tranſlator ſhould be well verſed in the 
art or ſcience of which his author treats ; for 
when he has no idea of the ſubject of the work, 


it is impoſſible for him to ſaceced. For this 


reaſon, all thoſe who underſtand a language, 
but have no knowledge of the arts or ſciences 
of which the hook treats, muſt Icarn them; 
and vice verſa.” 

© 'This muſt be attended to by Ruſſians, and 
perſons of foreign attraction born in the coun- 
try, or who, having ſettled in Ruſſia at an 
early age, underſtand our tongne as well as 
their on; for it is always eaſier to tranſlate a 
foreign language into our own, than to preſerve 
a foreign idiom in tranſlating from our mother 
tongue.” | 
The ſciences in queſtion are, Mathematics, 
or at leaſt that part that treats of ſpherical tri- 
gonometry z mechanics, anatomy, ſurgery, bo- 
tany, civil and military architecture, hydrau- 
lics, &c. 

© I muſt ſend for workmen from Holland, 


learn to make pot-aſh from old caſks, and pro- 


cure a library for the inſtruction of others.“ 
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LXVII. 


Peter the Greats averſion to the pomp of ſove- 
reignty, as far as related to his own perſon. 


THE Czar was not fond of that magnificence 
which generally prevails in courts. He, left all 
parade to Prince Menchicoff, who was his re- 
preſentative when circumſtances made it indif- 
penſable. He had only two valets-de-chambre 
about his perſon, and ſix denchtchicks who 
waited on him, two and two, in their turns. 

He never made uſe of a coach or other com- 
modious carriage, always riding in a two-wheel 
chaiſe, large enough to hold two perſons more, 
if occaſion required. During his whole reign 
there were only forty carriages for all the Im- 
perial family, and two old-faſhioned ſtate coaches 
at Prince Menchicoff's. 

la his water parties the Czar generally went 
in his barge, or in a four-oared boat called a 
Wereka. During his reign no bridge was 
thrown over the different branches of the Neva, 
which divide Peterſburgh into ſo many parts. 
He had a particular fondneſs for water convey- 
ance, and he wiſhed to inſpire his ſubjects with 
the ſame taſte. 

He employed his denchtchicks for an infinite 
number of purpoſes, for which other princes are 
obliged to have recourſe to many different perſons. 
He made them his aids-de-camp, chamberlains, 
orderly men, couriers, purveyors, . and valets- 
de-chambre. Thoſe who were in waiting about 
his perſon got up behind his chaiſe ; nor was 

| any 
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any diſtinction made between the denchtchicks 
and the perſons who held the above-mentioned 
offices at court, the Czar employing them indiſ- 
criminately as occaſion required. 

He often made choice of young gentlemen of 
the beſt families for his denchtchicks, whether 
they were already ſerving in ſome of his regi- 
ments of guards, or he judged them proper for 
that ſtation. At the expiration of about ten 
years he gave them civil or military employ- 
ments, according to their capacity. During 
their ſervice they were forced to ſhare all the fa- 
tigues of their laborious maſter, and were often 
obliged to ſerve kim for a pillow while he ſlept. 
The Czar, in his rapid journies, lay only upon 
ſtraw; and being accuſtomed to ſleep about an 
hour after dinner, the denchtchick was then 
obliged to lie down with him, the Emperor reſt- 
iag his head on his body by way of keeping it 
in a more elevated poſition. The denchtchick 
was obliged to wait patiently in this poſture, and 
not make the leaſt motion, for fear of waking 
him; for he was as good. humoured when he 
had ſlept well as he was gloomy and ill tempered 
when his ſlumber had been diſturbed, or he had 
been waked unneceſſarily before the appointed 
ume. 

Mr. Drevnick, chamberlain, who had been for- 
merly denchtchick to the Emperor. 
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LXVIII. F 
Peter the Greats fondneſs for chirurgical ope- 


rations. 


THE Czar, excited by natural curioſity, and 
his love for the ſciences, took great pleaſure in 
ſeeing diſſections and chirurgical operations. It 
was him who made theſe arts known in Ruſſia. 
He was ſo fond of them, that he was informed 
whenever any thing of this kind was going on in 
the hoſpitals, or other places in the vicinity of 
his reſidence, and ſeldom failed to be preſent if 
he had time. He frequently lent his aſſiſtance, 
and had acquired ſufficient {kill to diſſect accord» 
ing to the rules of art, to bleed, draw teeth, 
and perform other operations, as well as one of 
the faculty. It was an occupation in which he 
liked to employ himſelf for the fake of practice; 
and he always carried about with him, beſides 
his caſe of mathematical inſtruments, a pouch 
well ſtocked with inſtruments of ſurgery. 

Having heard that Mrs. Borſt, the wife of a 
Dutch merchant, with whom he was well ac- 
quainted, was ill of a dropſy, and that ſhe 
would not conſent to be tapped, which was the 
only means of cure left, he went to ſee her, 
prevailed on her to ſubmit to the operation, and 
performed it himſelf with a great deal of dex- 
1 
The following day his patient grew better; 
but tapping having been too lonz deferred, ſhe 
died a few days atter, as the phyſicians had pre- 
dicted, and the Czar attended at her funeral, 


which was conducted with much pomp. 1 
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He once exerciſed his dexterity, with laugh- 
able circumſtances, on the wife of one of his 
valets-de-chambre, who was a little given to 
gallantry, and whoſe huſband wiſhed to be re- 
venged. 

Perce ving the huſband, whoſe name was Bal- 

boiarof, fitting in the 2nti-chamber with a fad 
and penſive countenance, he aſked him what was 
the cauſe of his ſorrow ? —* Nothing, Sire, 
* anfwered Bal o acof, © except that my wife 
refuſes to have a tooth drawn which gives her 
the molt agoniſing pain. — Let me ſpeak to 
her, replied the Czar, © and I warrant PH cure 
her.” 
He was immediately conducted by the huſband 
to the apartment of the ſuppoſed ſick perſan, 
and made her fit down that he might examine 
her mouth, although ſhe proteſted that nothing 
ailed her. —* This is the miſchief,“ ſaid the hut 
band; * ſhe always pretends not to ſuffer, when 
© we With to give her eafe, and renews her la- 
© mentations as ſoon as the phyſician is gone.“ 
—*. Well, well,” ſaid the Czar, * ſhe ſhall not 
© ſuffer long. Do you hold her head and arms,” 
— Then taking out a tooth inſtrument, he drew, 
in ſpite of her cries, the tooth which he judged 
to be the cauſe of her complaint, with admirable 
addreſs and prompritude. 

Hearing a few days after, from ſome of the 
Empreſs's houſchold, that nothing had really 


re a EE 


been the matter with the woman, and that it was 


only a trick of her huſband, he ſent for him, 
and, after having made him confeſs the whole, 
chaſtiſed him feverely with his own hands. 


Mr. Velten, chief cook to Peter the Great. 
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LXIX. 
Peter the Great much amu fed by the femplicity of a 


Dutch mariner. 


WHEN the Dutch merchant's wife, whom 
the Czar had tapped with ſo much ſkill, was bu- 
ried, the monarch was preſent at the funeral ce- 
remony, confounded with the greateſt part of 
the merchants and ſea-faring people, of the ſame 
nation, then at Peterſburgh. After the burial, 
he returned with the company to ſup at the houſe 
of the deceaſed, according to the cuſtom of the 
country. 

When the gueſts had drank rather largely, 
and it was the turn of one of the youngeſt at 
table to give his toaſt, he kept the cup by him for 
a moment while he deviſed a compliment proper 
to drink to the health of the Czar. Then taking 
up the cup, filled to the brim, he roſe, gave the 
lid to a man advanced in years fitting beſide him, 
and turning towards the Emperor, cried out, 
© Long live my Lord Peter the Great, and my 
© Lady the Empreſs, his wife.” 

This compliment diſpleaſing him who held the 
lid, he roſe ſuddenly— Are you mad, young 
© man ?” ſaid he, taking the cup; is this the 
* way to ſpeak ? Let me give the toaſt, as you 
* know nothing of the matter.“ He then turned 
towards the Czar, and bowing with a ſerious 
and formal air, drank his health thus—* Long 
live your Majeſty, my Lord the Emperor Peter, 
© and Her Excellency my Lady the Emprets, 

your ſpouſe.” 

The company could not refrain laughing; and 
the Czar, much diverted with the ridiculous ſo- 
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| 
= 


PETER THE GREAT. I53 


lemnity of the good Dutchman, anſwered gra- 
cioully, * Bravo, my friend, I thank you.“ 
Mr. Hermann Meyer, merchant and banker, who 
was one cf the gueſts. 


LXX. 


Peter ſoftens the ſeverity of the regulations relative 
to the cuſtoms at Peterſburgh. 


IN 1719 the Czar ordered ſome regulations 
to be made for the cuſtom houſe at Peterſburgh. 
The perſon who drew up the edit made the Em- 
peror ſay in one of the articles, that the ſhips in 
which contraband goods ſhould be found, or 
commodities liable to pay duty concealed, ſhould 
be confiſcated, as well as the whole cargo. 

The Czar, on examining the ordinance, ef- 


faced this article.“ It is too early as yet,” ſaid 


he: © commerce is like a fick girl, who muſt not 
© be frightened or harſhly treated; but requires, 
© on the contrary, flattering careſſes and entice- 
© ment. Let who will ſmuggle : thoſe who do 


© will run a greater riſque than my coffers. 


© When contraband goods are diſcovered, let 
© them be confiſcated, but nothing more. He 
© who has deceived me nine times, if I catch 
© him the tenth, will pay me once for all. 

Mr, Hermann Meyer, merchant and banker. 
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LXXT. 
He forbids the introduction of foreign laws into 


his dominions, 


WHEN the Czar terminated . the Swediſh 
war by the peace of Nyſtadt, it was ſtipulated 
that Livonia, Eſthonia, and Finland, ſhould con- 
tinue to be governed by the Swediſh laws, then 
ſubſiſting in theſe provinces. 

A particular court of juſtice was therefore ef- 
tabliſhed at Peterſburgh, according to the uſual 
formalities in Sweden, and Sigiſmond Wolf, of 
Livonian extraction, and fon of a burgomaſter 
of Narva, who had ſtudicd juriſprudence in Ger- 
many and at Stockholm, was appointed vice pre- 
ſident. : 

The Czar, converſing with this magiſtrate con- 
cerning the adminiſtration of juſtice, ſaid to him, 
© Itisto be ſuppoſed that the Swediſh laws, as well 
© as the particular ordinances relative to the people 
© and nobility, are good, fince they have ſo long 
© been the rule of juſtice in theſe provinces. 
Lou will therefore be particularly careful that 
the tribunal at which you prefide always pro- 
nounce ſentence according to the eſtabliſhed 
laws, and not in conformity with the Roman 
or other foreign code; for I am convinced that 
a mixture of foreign laws ſerves only to prolong 
the ſuit, and render juriſprudence uncertain.” 


Baron Wolf, vice preſident, 


- 
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LXXII. 
Peter the Great's love for truth. 


IT would be difficult to find in hiſtory a mo- 
narch of greater ſimplicity of manners, more 
open, more faithful to his promiſes, more up- 
right, more averſe to artifice, or more of an ho- 
net man, than Peter the Great. His converſa- 
tion bore the ſtamp of truth, and the execution 
of his promiſes was certain. He required the 
ſame qualities in all connected with him, and uſed 
to ſay in Dutch, when ſpeaking of political ſtra- 
tagems, that whoever deceived him once, loſt 
his confidence for ever. | 

He declared that he would no longer have any 
thing to do with a certain prince, who, on diffe- 
rent pretences, had broke his word with him: 
he even refuſed to liſten to important and advau- 
tageous propoſitions that were made to him in his 
name, ſaying, that he was a deceiver, on whom 
no dependence could be placed. | 

He required a ſtill more rigorous obſervance 
of probity and ſincerity in his ſervants than in fo- 
reigners. A fault of the greateſt magnitude, and 
the moſt calculated to excite his anger and reſent- 
ment, was almoſt always forgiven when frankly 
confeſſed. 

Every perſon had free acceſs to him, and was 
permitted to repreſent his ſufferings, his poverty, 
or any injuſtice he thought he had experienced. 
The Czar generally kept his eyes fixed on the 
petitioner— Are you very ſure,” faid he, in an 
auſtere tone of voice, * of the .trath of your 
* repreſcntation and the juſtice of your complaint? 


— On 
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—On being aſſured that he was, he liſtened 
graciouſly, and appointed a day of hearing before 
the ſenate, admiralty, or other tribunal competent 
to take cognizance of the affair. 'There he in- 
veſtigated it anew, and gave his deciſion. 

When he detected any of his miniſters or houſe- 
hold trying to conceal the truth, he withdrew all 
his confidence from them, and was not eafily pre- 
vailed on to truſt them again. Very often the 
only method to recover his favour was to prove 
that ignorance rather than inſincerity had occa- 
ſioned the fault. To ſuch as juſtified them- 
ſelves entirely, he ſaid, in a ſevere tonc of voice, 
When you have any thing to ſay to me in fu- 
© ture, remember to be ſure of the juſtice of your 
demand, and the truth of your repreſentation.” 

When any one was ſpeaking ill of another 
in his preſence, he at firſt liſtened to him atten- 
tively, and then interrupted him—* Is there not 
a fair ſide alſo to the character of the perſon of 
© whom you are ſpeaking ?” ſaid he: come tell 
* me what good qualities you have remarked 
about him,” 8 | 

Baron Iwan A: tonowitſch Tſcherkaſſow. 


LXXIII. 


Sayings of Peter the Great relative to Charles the 
; Twelfth. e 


I'T is well known that Charles the Twelfth, | 
after the Joſs of the battle of Pultowa, and 
the 
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the total ruin of his army, retired with a few 
followers to Bender, under the protection of the 
Ottoman empire, and that he met with a friend- 
ly reception. A palace was allotted him in the 
vicinity of Varniza, where both he and the com- 
panions of his misfortune were abundantly ſup- 
plied with every thing neceſlary. | 
The Turks had no idea that this unfortunate 
monarch would ſtay longer among them than 
was neceſſary for his recovery from fatigue and 
the cure of the wound he had received in his 
foot. However, he remained there four years 
Without diſcovering the leaſt intention to depart. 


In the mean time the good intelligence be- 


tween the Porte and Ruſſia was reſtored, and it 
was propoſed to make a peace, or at leaſt a truce 
for twenty years, which was concluded in 1712. 
It became therefore improper to retain on the 
Turkiſh frontiers, contizuous to the Caar's do- 
minions, ſo implacable an enemy as Charles. 

The King of Sweden imagined the Grand 
Signior would give him an army ſufficiently nu- 
merous to command all Ruſſia, and ſolicited it 
with unbounded importunity. At length the 
Muſſelmen, tired of his intrigues, thought it no 
longer incumbent on them to harbour ſo turbu- 
lent a gueſt in their country. 

During the time Charles remained in Turkey, 
the Czar took care to obtain information of his 
deſigns, and of the conduct of the Porte. He 
often ſpoke of his unfortunate brother Charles; 
and expreſſing his aſtoniſhment at his inconceiva- 
ble obſtinacy, lamented the misfortune into which 
he had been precipitated by his pride and pre- 
ſumption, and by neglecting ſeveral favourable 
opportunities of extricating himſelf from his un- 
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happy ſituation. Like an able ſtateſman, he look- 
ed ſagacionſly into futurity, and when the con- 
verſation turned on Charles the Twelfth, he faid 
that he was much afraid his brother Charles 
would receive a diſagreeable diſmiſſion from the 
Turks, if he remained among them any longer. 

In 1713, one day when he was at dinner in a 
{mall company, a courier brought him news that 
the Seraſkier of Bender had received orders 
from the Grand Signior to acquaint Charles the 
Twelfth that he mutt leave the Turkiſh domini- 
ons in a few days, and to give him a fum of 
money to defray the expences 'of his journey. 
That Charles, on heaiing this, had, in a pa- 
roxyſm of rage, fired on the Janiſſaries, who 
were ordered to compel him to quit his quarters, 
and conduct him beyond the frontiers; that he 
had eſcaped from his burning palace, and enter- 
ed the tent of the Seraſkier, like a madman ; and 
that, feating himſelf there on a ſopha, he had 
kicked the Turk, and torn his caftan with his 
ſpurs. 

Peter was affected on reading theſe diſpaiches, 
and communicated them to his gueſts. —* I ſee,” 
ſaid he, with a deep ſigh, © that God has aban- 
* doned him, fince he carries his ingratitude fo 
far as to attack his benefactors. 


The Baron of Cram, a gentleman of Wolfen- 
buttie, who, being at Peterſburgh with the 
Princefs of that name, when ſhe married 
the Czar's ſon, was at the fame table when 
the diſpatches arrived. | 


LXEXIV, Peter 
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LXXIV. 


Peter the Great *s concern at the death of Charles 
the Twelfth, 


PETER always ſhowed much eſteem and ve- 
neration for Charles the Twelfch. In 1711, on 
the concluſion of the peace of Nyſtadt, he faid 
that he had twice made propoſals of peace to the 
Swedes : the firſt time through neceſſiiy; the ſe- 
cond from generoſity.—“ My propoſals, ſaid he, 
© were rejected; and now either ſhame or neceſ- 
© fity obliges them to ſolicit me.” 

When the Czar heard of the death of Charles 
the Twelfth, killed at Frederickſhal in 1718, he 
could not refrain from tears. Feeling them 
{ſtreaming down his cheeks, he retired to wipe 
them away; and when he rejoined his attendants, 
he exclaimed in a ſorrowful voice, My dear 
© Charles, how much I pity you !? 


Mr. Waſfelowſki, privy counſellor, 


LXXV. 


Peter forms the plan of a garden to convey im 


Aruction. 


SCHRADER, a celebrated Swediſh garden- 
er, was employed by the Czar to execute a plan 
he had approved of, for the gardens of his ſum- 

mer 
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mer palace. The work was already far ad- 
vanced, and among the different parts that 
were finiſhed, were two large diviſions adjoine 
ing to the principal avenue, oppoſite to each 
_ encloſed with a hedge, and covered with 
turt. 

The Czar, who came often to ſee the progreſs 
of his undertaking, on obſerving the two graſs 
plats, conceived a deſign of converting this place 
of mere amuſement into a kind of ſchool. —*I am 
very well ſatisfied with your performance, ſaid 
he to the gardener, * as well as with the varicty 
© and beauty of the ſeveral diviſions that are fi- 
© niſhed : however, you muſt not be angry if I 
* change the form of theſe two ſpots of ground. 
© I ſhould wiſh that the perſons who walk in the 
garden might find the means of cultivating 
© their minds; but in what way can we contrive. 
© this? 

Sire,“ ſaid the gardener, © I know no other 
than to put books on the ſeats, protected from 
the rain, that thoſe who walk in the garden 
© may read when they fit down.” The garden» 
er's advice made the Czar laugh. This is not 
© far from my meaning,” ſaid he: © but, books in 
a public garden] that will never do. Another 
idea has flruck me. I ſhould like to erect ſta- 
tues here, repreſenting the different ſubjects of 
Fſop's fables. For this purpoſe the ground 
muſt be differently laid out, that the diviſion 
of the ſeveral parts may correſpond with the 
fables I am ſpeaking of. 

Schræder executed his orders with all the in- 

telligence and diſpatch poſſible, and much to the 

ſatisfaction of the Emperor. i 
The 
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The gardens ſtill remain in the ſame ſtate, “ 
and conſiſt of four ſquares, with walks in the 
form of labyrinths leading to them. The angles 
are ornamented with figures, repreſenting diffe- 
rent ſubjects from Xſop's fables, and with.a zet 
d*eau concealed in a little baſon, under moſs or 
ruins, and ſurrounded 'with ſhell brought from 
Lake Ilmen, or that of Novogorod. 

Moſt of the animals are as large as life, and 
of lead, gilt. They eject water from their 
mouths, according to their various attitudes. 
The walks are ornamented with ſixty ſubjects 
from Æſop's fables, forming as many jets dean. 
At the entrance is the ſtatue of Æſop, likewiſe 
of lead, gilt, and as large as life. 

As the Czar knew that few people would be 
able to find ont the meaning of theſe figures, 
and that a ſtill ſmaller number would comprehend 
the inſtruction conveyed in the fables, he ordered 
a poſt to be placed near each of them : on theſe 
poſts a ſheet of tin was faſtened, on which the - 
fables and their morals were written in the Ruſ- 
ſi an language. A 

This place was the Czar's favourite walk, 
and he often paſſed whole hours here, in the 

ſhade, 
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* This beautiful garden has ſuffered much by vari- 
dus accidents ſince 1777. It. was almoſt totally de- 
ſtroyed by a terrible tempeſt and inundation, The 
noble trees it contained were torn up by the roots ; 
the green hedges and figures of animals damaged, ei- 
ther by the fall of the trees, or by the elements. The 
trees were raiſed, put in their places again, and prop- 
ped up; but it was not poſſible to repair the injuries 
done to the figures. | 
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ſhade, ſurrounded by theſe various repreſentations 
of animals. | 
Mr. Alexander Lwowitſch Nariſckin, privy 
counſellor, and ſupetintendant of the Impe- 
rial buildings and gardens. 


LXVVI. 
Peter's opinion of Gaming. 


PETER the Great did not underſtand any 
game of cards, except a Dutch game, called Gra- 
vias, at which he played but ſeldom. He pre- 
ferred paſſing his evenings in converſation with 
his ſea officers, ſhipbuilders and merchants z ſo 
that play was little in faſhion at court. It was 
not entirely prohibited among the troops, or on 
board of the fleet; but the loſs at a fitting was 
reſtricted to a rouble: he who loſt more was de- 
clared by the regulations to be under no obliga- 
tion to pay. 

When an information was laid before the Court 
of Exchequer, the offenders underwent a crimi- 
nal examination, were tried by a court martial, 
and puniſhed. , 

The Czar uſed to ſay, that gameſters had no 
taſte for any thing uſeful, and that they thought 
of nothing but the means of fleecing each other. 


Mr. Bruyns, maſter attendant general. 


LXXVII. The 
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LXXVII. 
The Fenton of two hoſpitals are laid. 


IN 1715, when the illuſtrious Emperor at 
laſt determined to execute a plan, long before 
conceived, of building two military hoſpitals, one 
for ſeamen, the other for the land forces, he ap- 
pointed a day for laying their foundations, as 
well as thoſe of two anatomical theatres, and of 
a beautiful church in the middle of theſe edifices, 
on the banks of the Neva, at the place where 
that river and the Newka divide. 

The ceremony was conducted with a great 
deal of pomp, in prefence of all the ſea and land 
officers, and of all the miniſters of the empire 
and foreign courts, who were at Peterſburgh. 
The ground was conſecrated by the heads of the 
clergy, amid peals of cannon from the ports, 
and from the ſhips and gallies on the Neva. 

Peter the Great, after having paid a devout 
attention to the prayers cuſtomary on ſuch occa- 
ficns, faid aloud, It is here that many brave 
men will receive the aſſiſtance and conſolation 
© of which they have been in want. I pray 
Heaven, however, that the number of thoſe 
© in need of them may be ſmall !* 

This father of his country gave immediate or- 
ders to appoint experienced phyſicians and ſkilful 
ſurgeons to the hoſpitals, and to bring thither all 
the fick from the regimental hoſpitals, and ſick 
berths of the ſhipping, as ſoon as the building 
were fit for their reception. 

Each ſurgeon had an aſſiſtant under him, whom 
he was ordered to inſtruft. The Czar alſo placed 
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a number of young Ruſſians there, to learn 
the art of ſurgery. They were taught Latin, 
anatomy, phyſiology, chirurgical operations, and 
phyſic. They were firſt made aſſiſtant ſurgeons, 
and advanced in rank in proportion as they im- 
proved. | 

The admiralty college were charged with the 
inſpection of the naval hoſpital, and the board of 
war with the care of that for the land forces. 
A particular commiſſary was named from each 


of theſe departments to attend to the preſervation 
of good order. 


Vice-admiral Villebois. 


LEXVIII. 
| E 


Care taken by Peter the Great to improve the 
ſhoes of the Finland peaſantry. 


THE Ruſſian Emperor, notwithſtanding the 
important affairs that demanded his attention, 
did not negle& thoſe which ſeem of inferior con- 
ſequence, but which nevertheleſs contribute to- 
the happineſs of the people: ſeveral of his acti- 
ons prove this beyond diſpute ; but the only one 
we ſhall mention here is the pains he took to im- 
prove the Ruſſian /abti. The /abti is a kind of 
ſhoe worn by the country people, and is made of 
ofiers, or the bark of the birch tree, matted in 
the form of a ſock, and tied on the foot with a 


ſtring. 
S The 
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The Czar having remarked that the Ruſſian 
peaſants made more neat and durable /abt:s than the 
Finlanders, attributed the diſeaſes to which the 
lattas were ſubject to this want of induſtry. He 
aſked them why they did not make their /abtis 
with more care? and as they anſwered they 
could not, he ſent for fix men well ſkilled in the 
buſineſs from the governments of Novogorod and 
Caſan, from whence many thouſands are circu- 
lated every year over the different provinces of 
the empire. 
| 'Theſe fix workmen were ſucceſſively diſtri- 
buted through the pariſhes of Finland, where, 
under the inſpection of the vicars, they taught 
the peaſants to make their /abtis in a more whole- 
{ome and durable manner; nor were they per- 
mitted to return home till all the inhabitants had 
lcarned their method. 

The vicars were obliged to give an account 
every month, to the governor of Vibourg, of 
the progreſs made by their pariſhioners. They 
allo received a ſum of money, which they diſ- 
tributed to the ſhoemakers at the rate of a rouble 
per week. 

By theſe means the benevolent Czar procured 
the Finland peaſantry ſhoes more capable of re- 


ſiſting the weather, and conſequently more pro- 


per to defend them from the diſeaſes to which 
they were expoſed by thoſe they were before ac- 
cultomed to wear. | 


LXXIX. Re- 
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LXXIX. 


Religious zeal of Peter the Great. 


PETER, in the midſt of continual wars, and 
the cares of government, ſeldom neglected to at- 
tend divine ice in public. He was not more 
averſe to all ſuperſtition and popular prejudice 
than zealous for thoſe things which conſtitute the 
eſſence of Chriſtianity, and full of veneration for 
the ſcriptures. He tried to inſpire his ſubjects 
with the ſame ſentiments, and fuffered no one to 
work publicly on a Sunday. It was in the moſt 
preſſing neceſſity only that, on that day, he ſuf- 
fered ſhipbuilding and other public works to be 
carried on. He often ſaid, that he who for- 
* pets God works without profit, and will never 
obtain the bleſſing of Heaven! 

He could not bear any one to ſpeak during 
divine ſervice, and appointed overſeers in his own 
chapel, and the other churches he frequented, to 
prevent talking. A box was placed, by his or- 
der, at the entrance of the church, into which 
the perſons of diſtinftion, who were detected in 
ſpeaking, were obliged to put a rouble for the 
poor : offenders of -leſs conſequence received a 
{light corporal correction at the door. 

I ſaw a few years ago a monument of his zeal 
in the church of the convent of St. Alexander 
Newſky, where there is a filver tomb ercCted in 
honour of our hero. This monument is a kind 
of piilory fixed to a column, in which ſuch per- 
ſons were placed as were detected in ſpeak- 

ing, 
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ing, or other improper behaviour during divine 


ſervicc. | 
Field-marſhal Iwan Juriewitſch Troubetſkoi, 
and High Admiral Prince Gallitzin, 


LXXX. 


Peter the Great attends divine ſervice in a Ger- 


man proteſiant church. 


THE ſpirit of toleration by which Peter was 
governed did not proceed from his indifference 
to foreign forms of worſhip; fo far from it, he 
carefully collected information concerning the 
opinions of the Chriſtian ſets, ſeparated from 
the Greek church, as well as concerning the cuſ- 
roms they had adopted, and the ceremonies they 
obſerved, Although he would have deſired 
more harmony among the followers of Luther, 
and the reſt of the proteſtants, yet it was evident 
by all his converſation that he was better pleaſed 
with them than with the Roman catholics, 
whole ſtrong deſire of making proſelytes and for- 
midable power he did not reliſh. 

It often happened in his travels, as well as at 
Moſcow, that he went to the Lutheran and other 
Proteſtant churches to hear ſermon, and to par- 
take in all the other ceremonies. 

One day he took a reſolution to go and fee the 
Lutheran manner of adminiſtering the facrament 
of the Lord's Supper. On entering the church 
he found the ſermon half over, and making a 

lign 
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ſign to the congregation to take no notice of him, 
ſeated himſelf on a bench cloſe to the altar. 
When the ſermon was over, and the canticle 
was ſinging before the communion, he aſked for 
_ book, and deſired the page to be ſhown to 

m. 

During the ceremony he approached the altar, 
placed himſelf beſide the clergymen, Roloff and 
Reichmouth, examined every thing with the 
greateſt attention, and remained till all was over. 
When the people were gone out, he went into 
the veſtry, teſtified to the miniſters the ſatisfac- 
tion the ſermon had given him, and faid that he 
was ſorry it was not in his power to introduce the 
{ame ſimplicity into his own church. He then 
aſked ſeveral queſtions relative to the Lutheran 
manner of adminiſtering the Lord's Supper, and, 
giving them aſſurances of his protection, retired. 


The Widow of Reichmouth, the clergy- 
man, 


LXXXI. 
Economy and liberality of Peter the Great. 


THE Cxar's wiſdom in ſtate affairs, and the 
experience he had acquired (in his "wars, made 
him ſenſible, at an early age, of the neceſſity of 
fall coffers to inſure the ſucceſs of his enterpriſes: 
he therefore, like a good economiſt, always took 
care to have 2 ſum in reſerve, The expences of 
the Court and Imperial family were fixed, and 
very punctually provided for, but never aug- 

| mented 3 
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mented ; ſo that there was neither any appearance 


of magnificence, prodigality, or diforder. 

He had ſo prudently regulated the expences 
of the ſtate, in all that related to the ſupport of 
the fleet and army, the paymcat of miniſters, 
and the erection of manufactot ies and other pub- 
lic building:, that, ſo far from being in want of 
money at any period of his reign, there was al- 
ways a conſiderable ſum in the public treaſury, 

It was by the moſt ſcrupulous economy, and 
by ſetting bounds to his generoſity, that he found 
means to do ſuch great things; aud he conſe- 


quently paſſed for a man rather avaricious than 


liberal. 

Inſtead of rewarding ſervices or talents with 
money, he beſtowed lands in the conquered pro- 
vinces, the value of which is now tea times great- 
er than in his time. Signal ſervices or eminent 
abilities were neceſſary to obtain theſe favours : 
no part of them ever fell to the ſhare of mere 
courtiers or powerful recommendations. By theſe 
means he rewarded merit without impoveriſtung 
his treaſury, and attained another end, which 
he had much at heart—I mean the re-peophag 
a country laid waſte by peſtilence and war. The 
new proprietors of land, while ſecking their own 
advantage, improved the revenues, and gave new 
vigour to the (tate. It was thus, by recompenſ- 
ing ſervices, that he re-peopled Livonia, Eſthonia, 
lngria, and Finlaad} where culture, keeping pace 
with populatioa, becomes every day more and 
more extenſive. 


When we conſidgr this conſummate ſagacity, 


we have no longer reaſon to be ſurpriſed at his 
having waged war wich Sweden for twenty 
yearsz aud ſupportea_another aga.nſt Perſia, 
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almoſt as ſoon as the firſt was over, without ever 
wanting money: nor is it a wonder that he raiſed 
and kept on foot a body of regular troops, 
created a powerful navy, built new cities- and 


ports, conſtructed harbours, opened canals, ef- 


tabliſhed manufaCtaries, and invited ſo many in- 
duſtrious foreigners to his dominions, without 
ever contracting debts; which he was fo far 
from doing, that he left at his death ſeveral mil- 
lions of roubles in his treaſury. 


Field-marſhal Count of Munich. 


- LXXXIL 


Peter's method of adding to the profits of his ſer- 


vants without much expence to himſelf. 


THE Czar was accuſtomed, by way of in- 
creaſing the perquiſites of John Velten, his 
chief cook, to make parties to dine at his houſe. 
He uſed to chuſe eight, ren, and ſometimes twelve, 
of his ſea and land officers and miniſters to ac- 
company him; enjoyed the pleafures of the ta- 
ble ull four o'clock, and only paid his ducat, 
like the reſt of the gueſts. OS, 

Velten's wife being brought to bed, the huſ- 
band begged the Emperor to ſtand godfather. 
He conſented, and did not fail to attend at the 
appointed hour. After the ceremony he gave 
a kiſs and a ducat to the lying-m woman, and 
put a paper into the father's hand, which con- 
tained a donation to the newborn child of ; 

| {m4 
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ſmall hamlet, conſiſting of fix families of pea- 


ſants, and now called Johannis Hoff, (John's 
Houſe) ſituated at Iixty werſts diſtance from Pe- 
terſburgh. 


Schumacher, the librarian, Velten's ſon-in- 
law. 


LXIIII. 


Haſty temper of Peter the Great. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the good qualities 
of Peter the Great, and the heroic virtues he 
poſſeſſed, he was nevertheleſs ſubject to the weak- 
neſſes of human nature as well as other men. 
He knew it himſelf, and uſed frequently to ſay, 
I] am ſenſible that I have my faults, and that I 
* eaſily loſe my temper; for which reaſon I am 
© not offended with thoſe who are on familiar 
© terms with me when they tell me of it, and re- 
* monſtrate with me, as does my Catherine“. 

The reader muſt have remarked, by ſeveral 
of the anecdotes already related, that he was in- 
clined to anger, and that the firſt impulſe of his 
paſſion was terrible. In theſe unhappy moments 
he often did things that he afterwards ſeverely 
repented. 

After his acceſſion to the throne, he learn» 
ed the buſineſs of a turner, and made it his 


I 2 favourite 


* The Empreſs. 


— — 
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favourite amuſement. His progreſs was ſo great, 
that he gave very conſiderable proofs of his (kill, 
which are ſtill preſerved with great care. Among 
the maſterpieces he left behind him, and which 
are ſhown to the curions in the cabinet of the 
academy at Peterſburgh, a large ivory chandelier, 
ornamented with fifty rays, imitating thoſe of 
ſtars, is particularly worthy of notice. It was 
made for the cathedral of Peterſburgh. 

The Czar had an apartment in his palace fitted 
up for his workſhip, where turning lathes of 
every kind were placed, and where his maſter 
uſed to work likewiſe. This man, Andrew Nar- 
toff, an able mechanic, and afterwards counſellor 
in the reign of the Empreſs Anne, had a young 
apprentice much beloved by the Czar, on ac- 
count of his gaiety and addreſs. Whenever they 
were at work together, and the Emperor fat 
down to his lathe with his cap on, the boy had 
orders to take it off his head. One day, on an 
occaſion of this kind, he took hold of the cap fo 
haſtily, that he ſeized a lock of hair with it, and 
put the Czar to great pain. The furious mo- 
natch leaped from his ſeat, drew his hanger, ran 
after the lad, and would have killed bim, if he 
had not made his eſcape and hid himſelf, fo as to 
batfle all ſearch. Ihe angry Czar quitted the 
workthop, and gave orders to ſeek the runaway 3: 
bur all was in vain. The following day, when 
his anger was over, he returned to his lathe, 
and only laughed at the awkwardnels of the ap- 
prentice.—* The curſed boy,” faid he, had no 
* mercy on me; but he hurt me more than he 
intended; and I am very glad that his flight 
© was quicker than my purſuit.” : | 

Some 


PETER THE GREAT. 173 


Some days after he aſked after him again; and 
hearing that he had never returned to work ſince, 
he gave orders to Nartoff to make inquiry for 
him among his friends, and to ſend bim word 
that he might return without fear; but that in 
future he muſt be more careful in touching the 
Emperor's cap- ; 

Theſe invitations and promiſes of pardon were 
ineffectual, the young man not having dared to 
take refuge among any of his friends. The Czar, 
who was afraid of loſing him, ordered the police 
to make a ſearch through the whole city; all 
thoſe who might have any knowledge of his re- 
treat being required to give information of it to 
His Maiefty, who promiſed that no harm ſhould 
be done him, if, :n compliance with his orders, 
he returned to court. This favourable declarati- 
on never reached the ears of the poor apprentice z 
for, obeying the firſt impulſe of his fear, he had 
retired to a little village on the lake of Ladoga, 
at the diſtance of more than two days journey 
from the Peterſburgh road. From thence he 
croſſed the lake to Vologda, a town ſituated on 
the Dwina, aſſumed a | coy name, and pre- 
tended to be an orphan, whoſe father had died 
on the road from Siberia. A glazier of the place 
took him out of charity into his houſe, and 


tought him his buſineſs. He remained ten years 


with his benefactor, teſtifying his gratitude by 
his diligence, and did not diſcover his real name 
til he heard of the Emperor's death. 

His maſter, finding by his ſtory that he be- 
longed to the Imperial family, refuſed to keep 
him any longer in his houſe, and adviſed him to 
return to Peterſburgh to his old maſter Nartoff. 
Nartoff recollected him immediately, introduced 


13 him 
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him to the intendant of the court, who, finding 
him an able glazier, received him in that quality. 
—] have myfelf ſeen him work at court in the 
reigns of the Empreſſes Anne and Elizabeth, 
and have heard him relate his ſtory, 


Counſellor Nattoff. 


LXXXIV. *© 
Peter the Great's intrepidity on the water 


IT is aſtoniſhing that the Czar, who had ne- 
ver been uſed to . water in his youth, and who 
had diſcovered a kind of horror at the fight of 
that element every time he made one in the ſailing 
parties on the river Jauſa*, or any of the neigh- 
bouring lakes: it is aſtoniſhing, I ſay, that he 
ſhould have been able not only to overcome his 
averſion for the water, but to acquire a taſte for 
navigation, which grew into a kind of paſſion. 
He carried it ſo far as often to expoſe himſelf to 

the moſt evident danger. His confidence in his 
knowledge as pilot rendered him intrepid in the 
higheſt degree. When overtaken by a ſtorm, 
he was ſo far from being afraid, that he encou- 
raged the frightened ſailors.— Never fear, ſaid 
he, the Czar Peter cannot be drowned : did 
© you ever hear that an Emperor of Ruſſia pe- 
© riſhed on the water? | . 

le 
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He one day invited the foreign miniſters reſi- 
dent at his court to accompany him in a water 
party from Peterſburgh to Cronſtadt, by way of 
ſhowing them his fleet, then ready to put to ſea. 
They embarked on board a Dutch packet boat, 
the Czar himſelf taking the helm. When they 
had advanced about half way, a ſtrong weſterly 
wind aroſe, and the Empesor perceived a light 
miſt, aud a black cloud gathering at a diſtance in 
the horizon. He gave notice to his companions 
that this was the ſignal of an approaching ſtorm. 
The greater part of them, alarmed at the news, 
adviſed him to ſhorten ſail, and order the ſeamen 
to be upon their guard. 
Some of the company remarking that the con- 


trary wind drove them back towards Peterſburgh,. 


and that the Emperor was obliged to work to 
windward, ſometimes on ont tack, ſometimes on 
the other, propoſed to His Majeſty to return, or 
at leaſt to bring to at Peterhoff; but Peter, who 
did not think the danger ſo great, and who would 
have thought himſelf diſhonoured by returning, 
contented himſelf with ſaying, Don't be 
* alarmed, gentlemen.” 

In the mean time the ſtorm that he had fore- 
ſeen drew nearer and nearer. The wind and the 
thunder roared moſt furiouſly, and the waves 
daſhing againſt the veſſel in a terrible manner, 
ſeemed to threaten them with ſhipwreck. The 
fear of death was painted in every face, while 
Peter the Great and the feamen alone appeared 


unconcerned. 


The Czar, attentive to the helm, calmly di- 


rected the different manœuvres, without liſtening 


to the converſation or prayers of his compa- 


nions. At length one of them approached | 
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him with a grave and fearful conntenance ;—* I 
* beſeech Your Majeſty,” ſaid he, for the love 
© of God, to return to Peterſburgh, or to Peter- 
hoff, which is ſtill nearer, and not to forget 
© that my court did not ſend me to Ruſſia to be 
* drowned : if I periſh here, as in all likelibood 
* I ſhall, Your Majeſty ſhall anſwer for it to the 
© King my maſter.— On hearing this, the Czar 
could not help ſmiling, notwithſtanding the dan- 
ger the veſſel was in.—“ Sir,” faid he, if you 
are drowned, we ſhall all ſhare the ſame fate, 
© and nobody will be left to anſwer for Your Ex- 
*. cellency.” 

Peter, however, ſeeing that it was in vain to 
ſtruggle with the ſtorm, ſteered for land, and, 
after working in ſhore for ſome time, eſcaped the 
danger, and anchored at Peterhoff. There he 
reſtored his company to life by means of a good 
repaſt and excellent Hungarian wine. He let 
them reſt all night; but at dawn of day he ſent 
boats to bring them on board, and made fail for 
Cronſtadt. 


Mr, Bruyns, mafter attendant general. 


LXXXV. 
Puniſhment of negligence. 


NOTWITHSTANDING Peter's attachment 
to Velten, his chief cook, and the confidence 
he repoſed in him, he ſeldom forgave the faults 
he commitred through negligence or inattention. 


I knew Velten during the firſt years of my abode. 
| at 
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at Peterſburgh. He preferved his gaiety to a 
very advanced time of life, and made no ſecret 
of the little corrections he had received, He uſ- 
ed to laugh, and ſay that he had been often chaſ- 
tiſed by the hand of his auguſt maſter, without 
ever loſing his favour. 

He went one day to the cabinet of the acade- 
my, where there is a ſtatue of Peter the Great, 
dreſſed in his own clothes, and where ſeveral 
things he was accuſtomed to make uſe of are pre- 
ſerved. Perceiving the Czar's cane in a corner, 
he addreſſed himſelf to Schumacher, the libra- 
rian.—“ Son-in-law,” faid he, © you ought to 
© put this inſtrument out of the way; for thoſe 
© who ſee it have reaſon to fear leſt it ſhould 
dance on their backs as it has often done on mine.” 

The old man took this opportunity of relat- 
ing the puniſhment he had received on account 

a bit of Limburg cheeſe. | 
The Emperor,” ſaid he, © uſed to eat butter 
and cheeſe at his deſſert, the cheeſe of Limburg 
being what he preferred. One day when a 
whole one, which he found excellent, was put 
on the table, he profited by a moment when his 
chief cook was abſent, took out his com paſſes, 
meaſuring what remained, and wrote down the 
dimenſions on his tablets; for he had obſerved 
that very ſmall pieces only of theſe cheeſes 
were ever brought to table again, and ſome- 
times none at all. Veiten returned fome 
moments after to take away the deſſert.— 
This Limburg cheeſe,” ſaid the Czar, is 
excellent : put it by, and don't let any one 
* taſte it, for I wiſh to eat of it again.* In con- 
ſequence of this order, it was brought to ta- 
ble the following day, but unfortunately for the 
: 15 chief 
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chief cook, it was grown leſs by one half. The 
Czar perceived it immediately, but to be more 
certain, he conſulted his tablets, took out his 
compaſſes, and found that in fact one half of it 
was gone. Velten was called, —* Why,“ ſaid 
the Czar, has half this cheeſe giſappeared ſince 
* yeſterday ?“ I do not know, Sire, anſwered 
Velten, I have not meaſured it.!— But 1 
© have, replied the Emperor, and its dimen- 
© ſtons are written in my tablet.” He then 
ſhowed him with his compaſles, that a large part 
of it had been cut off. 

Did II not tell you,” purſued he, to put it 
© by for me.*—* Yes, Sire, but I forgot it.'— 
—* Very well, I'll freſhen your memory.'”— 
Then riſing from table, he took his cane, be- 
ſtowed ſome hearty ſtrokes on the poor cook, 
fat down again, and drinking a few glaſſes of 
wine, without any ſigns of emotion, eat ſome of 
his favourite cheeks, which continued to be ſerved 
up while a bit of it remained. 


Mr. Dreſuick, chambeilain, Velten's fon, 


LXXXVI. 
Severity with which the Czar adminiſtered juſtice 


in criminal caſes. 


THE ſage legiſlator of Ruſſia, always ſhowed 
dy his own example, the rigour with which the 
ws ſhould be obſerved. He was incxorable 

in 
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in criminal matters, eſpecially when the offence 
bore any marks of premeditated, malice, Who- 
cver committed a murder had no pardon to hope 
tor: the Czar uſed to ſay ;—* Blood that has 
© been ſpilt cries out for vengeance, and a mut- 
© der that goes unpuniſhed is a wound given to 
© the ſtate.” 

Miſs Hamilton, maid of honour to the Em- 


| preſs, was much addifted to gallantry, and de- 


livered herſelf of two children, with ſo much 
ſecreſy, as to eſcape-ſuſpicion of any one at court. 
But the ſame thing happening a third time, 
brought her to. the ſcaffold. 

The dead child was found, and all the cir- 
cumſtances bore witneſs againſt her. She was 
taken into cuſtody by order of the Czar, and 
confeſſed in priſon that this was the third child 
ſhe had murdered. Sentence of death was pro- 
nounced on her, and confirmed by the Emperor, 
contrary to her expectation ; for the great num- 
ber of ſolicitations in her favour, and the friend- 
ſhip with which he had always honoured her, fo 
far even as to raiſe ſuſpicions of amorous mo- 
tives, made her hope for pardon. All, how- 
ever, was ineffeCtual ; Peter, determined to keep 
up in his dominions the reſpect due to laws both 
human and divine. 

On the day of execution, the offender ap- 
peared dreſſed in a white ſilk gown, trimmed 


with black ribbons, and was conducted to the 


ſcaffold. The Emperor came thither, took leave 
of her, and gave her a kiſs :—* I cannot,” ſaid 
he, © violate the laws to fave your life. Sup- 
port your puniſhment with courage, and, in 
© the hope that God may forgive you your ſins, 
* addreſs your prayers to him with a heart _ 
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© of faith and contrition.“ Miſs Hamilton kneel- 
ed down, and prayed, and the Czar having turn- 


ed aſide, ſhe was beheaded. 
Veetius, cabinet maker at court, preſent at the 
execution, 


Fon © 


LXXXVII. 
Peter the Great declares himſelf head of the church 


in his dominions. 


AFTER the death of Adrian, patriarch of 
Moſcow, which happened in the heat of the war, 
the primate's throne remained vacant for ſeveral 
years, notwithſtanding the ſtrong and repeated 
ſolicitations of the heads of the clergy. The 
Czar had not forgot the vacancy, but recollect- 
ing the trouble his father had met with, in main- 
taining his authority againſt the turbulent ſpirit 
of Nicon, the preceding patriarch, he reſolved 
to be in no haſte to diſpoſe of the mitre. He 
gave vague anſwers to the repreſentations that 
were made to him, urging as an excuſe, the em- 
barraſſment he was thrown into by the ruinous 
war he was obliged to carry on, and the mul- 
titude of affairs that engaged his attention. 

The archbiſhop of Novogorod, Theophanes 
Procopowitſch, always confirmed Peter the Great 
in his projects, and on that account was called 
the Emperor's right hand. Although he was a 
candidate for the primacy, he was, nevertheleſs 

. | accufed 


el- 
n- 


he 
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accuſed of being the cauſe of the Czar's perſe- 
verance in his ſyſtem, and of adviſing him to 
ſubſtitute in place of the patriarch, an eccleſi- 
aſtical board, under the name of a conſiſtorial 
ſynod. | 

Peter having executed this projet in 1721, 
and the archbiſhop having, in compliance with 
his deſire, made excellent eccleſiaſtical regula- 
tions, and printed a catechiſm, enriched with 
illuſtrative notes, and ſcriptural proofs, the Czar 
thought that no one would any longer defire a 
patriarch. Nevertheleſs all the dignified clergy, 


except the archbiſhop of Novogorod, adhered 


to their former way of thinking, and retained 
their hopes of ſoon feeing a new primate ap- 
pointed, 

On the Czar's coming one day to the ſynod, 
at which he often preſided, a petition was pre- 
ſented to him that he little expected, intreating 
him to appoint a patriarch, On reading it he 
ſtruck his breaſt with great violence, and cried 
out in a tranſport of anger ;—* Here is your 
© patriarch :? then roſe immediately, and went 
away. | 

From that moment no farther mention was 
made of a primate, nor indeed was there any 
wiſh expreſſed for the re-eſtabliſhment of that 
dignity. | ; 

I have heard this anecdote related by 
Count Beſtowſchef, high chancellor of Ruſſia . 
Iwan Antonowitſch 'Tcherkaſſorft, the Czar's 
cabinet ſecretary, who was preſent, added, 
that Peter. ſmote his breaſt with one hand, 
and drew his hanger with the other; and 
that he ſtruck the table with the flat of it, 


when 
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when he cried out; Here is your patri- 
arch.“ 
Count Beſtouſchef, high chancellor; and Iwan 


Antonowitſch Tcherkaſſoff, ſecretary of the 
Imperial cabinet. 


LXXXVIII. 


Peter the Great declares that he took the Czar 
Iwan W afilowitſch II. for a model in the art of 


gover nment . 


IT is well known that the Czar Iwan Waſ- 
filowitſch II. is generally repreſented as a cruel 
tyrant, and that the world unjuſtly adds theſe 
odious titles to his name. Peter the Great form- 
ed a very different judgment of this prince. He 
often faid in converſation that he deſerved the 
name of Great, and brought proofs in ſupport 
of his aſſertion. He one day avowed this opi- 
nion publicly, on an occaſion I am going to re- 
late. 

At the illumination of the city of Moſcow, 
on account of the peace with Sweden in 1721, 
the Duke of Holſtein, afterwards the Czar's 
ſon-in-law, erected a triumphal arch of coloured 
lamps before his palace. On one fide Peter the 
Great was ſeen in'a car, and on the other the 
Emperor Iwan Waſſilowitſch, who formed the 
vaſt empire of Ruſha out of a number of ſmall 

| prigGpalities, Was repreſented with a ſhicld em- 
blazoned 
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blazoned with the arms of the petty princes he 
had ſubdued. Peter the Great had alto a ſhield, 
ornamented with thoſe of the provinces he had 
conquered. 

This idea did not pleaſe every body. Many 
people ſaid it was an egregious blunder to couple 
a prince, conſidered as a barbarous tyrant, with 
an Emperor to whom the Senate had decreed the 
title of Father of his Country. Peter walking 
that evening to enjoy the fight of the different 
illuminations, when he came to the Duke's re- 
ſidence, examined attentively the two compart- 
ments of the triumphal arch, and conceived 
at once the ſenſe that was meant to be con- 
veyed. 

At the ſame inſtant the Duke of Holſtein ad- 
vanced to ſalute his Majeſty, and to thank him 
for honouring that quarter of the town with his 
preſence. He alſo apologized for having done 
no better, which he attributed to the ſhort notice 
given, and the want of painters. The Czar, 
who was pleaſed with the tranſparent paintings, 
embraced the Duke, and told him in the hearing 
of every body preſent, that he had ſeen nothin 
fo happily invented or ſo well executed in M 
cow. The ideas of your highneſs, ſaid he, 
© correſpond wonderfully with mine. This 
© prince was my forerunner and model. I have 
© always endeavoured to imitate his bravery, and 
the wiſdom of his government, but I am far 
© from being his equal. He can be called a 
« tyrant by none but men of weak minds, who 
* neither know the circumſtances he was in, the 
© nation he governed, nor the greatneſs of his 
© abilities.” a 

He 
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He then went into the Duke's houle, ſpoke A 
long while on this ſabject, and after drinking a 
chearful glaſs retired. 


Count Brummer, lord marſhal to the Great Duke, 
and then at Moſcow with the Duke of Hol- 


tein. 


LXXXX. 


In ne of Peter the Great to his Envoys in 
foreign Courts. 


AFTER the peace of 1721, which terminated 
the war between Ruſſia and Sweden, it became 
neceſſary for the Czar to ſend a miniſter to Stock- 
holm. He choſe for this employment Michaila 
Petrowitſch Beſtouſcheff, afterwards Count and 
Lord Marſhal of the Court, in the reign of the 
Empreſs Elizabeth, and ordered him to come at 
four o'clock in the morning to receive his laſt 
inſtruftions. He was likewiſe ordered to ap- 
ply to Andrew Iwanowitſch QOtermann for thoſe 
of the council of ſtate, to bring them with 
him at his return, and above all not to forget 
his tablets. 

Mr. Beſtouſcheff, on his return from court, 
went directly to Mr. Oſtermann, to communi- 
cate to him the Emperor's orders. That gen- 
tleman gave him his inſtructions, which they 
peruſed together, article by article. As it was 
already ten o'clock, Oſtermann told Mr. Beſ- 


toulcheff, that it was not worth while to go 1 
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bed, as they were to wait on the Emperor at four 
in the morning. 

They therefore joined a party of their friends, 
ſupped, and paſſed the reſt of the night with 
great gaiety. At half paſt three they repaired to 
the Czar's antichamber, where they found no- 
body but the dentchtſchick in waiting, who told 
them that the Czar had been half an hour awake, 
but refuſed to announce them before the appoint- 
ed time. 

Preciſely at four o'clock, the Emperor, being 
informed they were come, ordered them to be 
admitted, received them, as uſual, in a friendly 
manner, and aſked them what was the hour. 
On hearing it had juſt ſtruck four, he faid it 
was well. 

He then aſked count Oſtermann if he had de- 
livered the inſtruftions to Mr. Beſtouſcheff, and 
if he had looked them over with him. * Have 
* you read them,” faid he to Beſtouſcheff, do 
© you underſtand them, and have you no farther 
© queſtions to aſk relative to their contents ?? 
Mr. Beſtouſcheff anſwering that he underſtood 
them perfectly, the Czar aſked him ſeveral dif- 
ficult queſtions reſpecting them, and was fully 
ſatisfied with his anſwers. It is well,” faid he, 
© you know what to do, and what to avoid, ig 
the name, and for the advantage of my em- 
* pire : now take your tablets, and write down 
my own commiſſions, and private inſtructions, 
that they may not eſcape your memory. 

He then gave him a liſt of the different things 
he wanted from Sweden, and the neighbouring 
countries, deſiring him in the firſt place to fend 
him a certain number of good workmen ; ſuch 
as gardeners and farmers (whom he — » 
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find very uſeful at Peterſburgh, on account of 
the ſimilarity of climate) woodmen, carpenters, 
maſons, lock-ſmiths, and, above all, ſome good 
armourers, well ſkilled in making locks for muſ- 
kets, and ſprings in general, braf: founders, ſteel 
manufacturers, &c. 

When he had done dictating, he bade Mr. 
Beſtouſcheff read what he had written, that he 
might be ſure nothing was forgotten..." You 
© will make your reports, added he, to the 
council of ſtate, as far as relates to the in- 
ſtructions you have received from them; but 
in regard to the commiſſions written in your 
tablets, you will write to me without cere- 
mony, as you do to any other correſpondent, 
addreſſing ſimply to Peter Alexiewitſch. Fare- 
well, I wiſh you a good journey : fulfil the 
duties of your appointment faithfully, and with 
all the diligence you can. If yon behave as I 
wiſh, be aſſured that I will take care of your 
intereſts ; but if you deceive my expectations, 
you may depend upon it, that you will have in 
me as implacable an enemy, as yon have 
now a truly affectionate friend.“ Then em- 
bracing him; Go, ſaid he, and God be with 
* you | 
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Lord Marſhall, Count Michaila Petrowitſch Beſ- 
touſcheff. 


XC. Peter's 


” 
Du 


= 
. 
* 
w_ _ 
= 
5 
1 
* . 
©, 
| 
3 
4 
U 


Tn" 


— — — 
— 


* _— — . 


PETER THE GREAT. 18% 


XC. 


Peter's curigity tn know what foreign nations 


THE Czar was too clear-ſighted not to diſco- 
ver the opinion entertained of himſelf, his govern- 
ment, and his new eftabliſhments, in his own 
dominions; but he was deſirous of knowing the 
ſentiments of foreign nations, and loſt no op- 
portunity of obtaining this information. 

N. N. Ambaſſador from Ruſſia to a court of 
Europe, on his return to Peterſburgh ſome time 
before the end of the Swediſh war, ſent imme- 
diately to inform the Emperor of his arrival, . 
and received directions to go to the palace about 
noon, at the breaking up of the council. He 
obeyed, and was very gracioully received by the 
Czar, who invited him to dinner. 

Perer afked him many queſtions concerning 
the affairs, the fituation, and the government of 
the country in which he had refided. During 
the whole time they were at table the converſation 
turned only on this ſubjet. At length the Czar 
aſked him in a friendly way what was the opinion 
entertained of him abroad ? 

Sire, every one has the higheſt and beſt opi- 
nion of Your Majeſty. The world is aſto- 
niſned above all at the wiſdom and genius you 
diſcover in the execution of the vaſt deſigus 
which you have conceived, and which have 
ſpread the glory of your name to the moſt 
« diſtant ' regions.'—* Very well, replied the 
Czar, very well, that may be; but flattery ſays 
as much of every king when he is preſent. My 

object 
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object is not to ſee the fair ſide of things; but 
to know what judgment is formed of me on the 
oppoſite ſide of the queſtion. I beg you tell it 
me, whatever it may be; for I am not to learn 
that foreigners examine my conduct in every 
point of view, and ſpeak ſo freely of me, that 
you cannot be ignorant of their opinion. In 
ſhort, I wiſh to know if it be the ſame that I 
have often heard, and if you ſpeak to me ſin- 
cerely ?” 

Sire, ſaid the ambaſſador, making a low bow, 
fince you order me, I will relate to you all the 
Jl I have heard. You paſs for an imperious 
and ſevere maſter, who treats his ſubjects ri- 
gorouſly, who is always ready to puniſh, and 
incapable of forgiving a fault.. 

At thefe words the . interrupted him with 
a {mile—* No, my friend,” ſaid he; no, this 
this is not all: you will not tell me what you 
have heard. I am repreſented as a cruel tyrant : 
this is the opinion foreign nations have formed 
of me; but how can they judge! They do 
not know the circumſtances I was in at the be- 
ginning of my reign z how many people op- 
poſed my deſigns, counteracted my moſt uſeful . 
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_. projects, and obliged me to be ſevere: but I 
BY 10 d never treated any one cruelly, nor ever gave 
. proofs of tyranny. On the contrary, I have 

TY © always aſked the aſſiſtance of ſuch of my ſub- 

| Fl * jects as have ſhown marks of intelligence and 

„ © patriotiſm, and who doing juſtice to the recti- 

19 j © tude of my intentions, have been diſpoſed to 

1 * ſecond them; nor have I ever failed to teſtify 

. * my gratitude by loading them with favours.” 

TX 3 * Count Oſtermann. 
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XCl. 


Peter encourages the princeſſes, his daughters, to 
improve their minds. 


AFTER the coronation of the Empreſs Eli- 


zabeth at Moſcow, in the month of April, 1742, 
the young Duke of Holftein-Schleſwig was ſent 
from Kiel to the court of Ruſſia, The Empreſs, 
who was exceſſively fond of her ſiſter's ſon, ne- 
glected nothing to give him a good education, 
and procured maſters to inſtruct him in all the 
neceſſary ſciences. I was deſired to draw up a 
plan of ſtudies for His Highneſs, and was cho- 
ſen to carry it into execution; becauſe it was 
ſuppoſed that as my ideas had been adopted, I 
was the beſt qualified to put them in practice. 

have remarked,” faid the Empreſs, that 
my nephew paſles whole days without doing 
* any thing, and is often in want of amuſement. 
hat this may no longer be the caſe, I have 
appointed Mr. Stzhlin to teach him to paſs his 
time with pleaſure and advantage. 

During the firſt years of his education, ſhe 
came frequently in her moraing diſhabille to vi- 
t the young Duke while engaged in his ſtudies. 
She ſomerimes ſtaid more than half an hour, re- 
latins to him various anecdotes, or giving him the 
molt excellent leſſons of morality. 

As ſhe was pleaſed to hear her illuſtrious father 


ſpoken of, and never mentioned him herſelf with- 


out emotion, ſhe often took occaſion to ſpeak of 
the regret he publicly expreſſed ai the neglect of 
his education, and at his never having been tauzht 
any ſcience. She faid that he came often to her 

room, 
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room, and thoſe of her ſiſters, to ſee how they 
paſſed their time, and that he ſeldom went away 
without giving them good advice.—* He often,” 
added ſhe, required an account of what I had 
© learned in the courſe of the day; and when he 
was ſatisfied with my anſwer, gave me Com- 
© mendations, accompanied by a kils, and ſome- 
© times by a preſent.” — — 

One evening, when the young prince was with 
his profeſſor, her Majeſty came unexpectedly, 
and found him very buſy. He was drawing a 
fortification, without works, according to 
horn's manner, on a green carpet that covered 
the floor. He had himſelf formed the plan, and 
calculated the proportions. 

The Empreſs deſired that her preſence might 
not interrupt him, and was pleaſed to ſee the at- 
tention with which he worked, and to hear the 
explanation he gave of the different parts of his 
plan, The prince, whoſe favourite ſtudy was 
fortification, acquitted himſelf wonderfully well. 
— © See,” ſaid the Czarina, what noble amuſe- 
© ments we may enjoy, when we apply to a ſci- 
ence, or after it is acquired. I recolle& what 
my father often repeated on this ſubject. He 
would have given one of his fingers that his 
education had not been neglected. Not a day 
paſſed in which he did not feel his deficiency. 
Once, when he found myſelf and ſiſter reading 
the works of Madame Lambert, and tranſlat- 
ing them into the Ruſhan tongue, as we went 
on, he told us, that we were very fortunate 
to have had a taſte for reading given us 
at fo early an age, and to have received ſo 
good an education. —It is an advantage, 

© added 
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< added he, of which I much lament the priva- 
* tion.” 

From the Empreſs Elizabeth's own mouth. 


XCII. 
Peter the Great ſends young Ruſſians iy improve 


themſelves in foreign countries. 


IT is well known that Peter, on his return 
from his firſt journey to England and Holland, 
ſent a number of young Ruſſian gentlemen abroad 
to improve themſelves in the arts and ſciences. 
Navigation, ſhipbuilding, and civil and military 
architecture, were the particular objects of his 
attention, becauſe the Ruſſians had no idea of 
them, and becauſe they were indiſpenſably neceſ- 
tary in the execution of his deſigns. 

The Czar ſent the perſons he had choſen to 
Amiterdam, England, Breſt, Toulon, &c. with 
letters of recommendation, and a handſome al- 
lowance for their ſupport. He alſo ſent ſome 
of the common people to Holland to learn to 
make bricks. g 

All theſe young people, thus diſtributed in fo- 
reign countries, were obliged to ſend accounts 
of the propreſs they made to the Emperor him- 


ſelf, and to wait on. him at their return to Ruſ- 


ſia when their apprenticeſhips were expired, He 
queſtioned them about the object of their ſtudies z 


and when he found that any one had made a good 


uſe of his time, he received him a: court, praife 
ed him in public, and gave him an employment 
analogous 
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analogous and proportioned to his talents : but 
thoſe who did not apply to their ſtudies, 'and re- 
turned as ignorant as ever, were publicly diſgrac- 
ed, and employed in the moſt humiliating offices. 

I have ſeen ſeveral of theſe young men in the 
palace of the Empreſs Anne, who, as a puniſh» 
ment for their diſſipation or idleneſs, were the 
court buffoons, under the direction of the firſt 
buffoon, Pedrillo : others performed the vileſt 
offices, ſich as lighting fires, attending on dogs, 
&c. and were the conſtant jeſt and mockery of the 
courtiers. ; 

Peter the Great, ſeeing the happy effects of 
the pains he had taken to inſpire his ſubjects with 
taſte, and a knowledge of the arts and ſciences, 
was doubly active on his return from his ſecond 
journey. He choſe from time to time young 
men of the order of citizens, and ſent them abroad 
to ſtudy the polite arts. Semzoff and Geropkin, 
of whom we have before ſpoken, went to learn 
architecture in Italy. Metweof, Baſchmakoff, 
and ſome others, travelled into Holland, the two 
firſt to ſtudy painting, the others to qualify them- 
tclves for maſter maſons. | 

When the Czar determined to build the admi- 
ralty, and other public edifices. at Peterſburgh, 
he procured from Holland the beſt brickmakers, 
maſons, architects for bridges, mills, &c. and gave 
them Ruſſians for aſſiſtants and apprentices. Theſe 
young men made ſo much progreis, that in a 
ſhort time the Dutch maſters were no longer ne- 
ceſſary. Ihe Emperor, however, kept them in 
his ſervice as long as they lived, except ſuch as 
alked for their diſmiſſton, and continued to 
them the ſalary they had ar firſt enjoyed, either 
that they might (till improve the talents of their 

| former 
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ſormer pupils, or bring up others in their profeſ- 

ſion. 7 

He ordered bricks to be made of only half the 

ſize of common bricks, according to the prin- 415 

ciples of Vitruvius, and the Dutch manner. The | 

immenſe buildings of the admiralty, the forges, 

workſhops, canals, the lighthouſe on the ſca ſide 

between Kalinka and Catherinen Hoff, the ſum- 'E 

mer palace, &c. were all built with theſe bricks, | 

and to this day not one of them is decayed,, _ | . 
It has been faid, without any appearance of 4 

probability, that Peter ſent for bricks from Hol- 

land for the conſtruction of all theſe buildings; 

but it is falſe. 


Admiral Lulianowidich Tacifa. 19 
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XxoIn. Ec '} 
Grief of Peter for the death of his fon. 


AS the Czar's joy was great on the birth of 
his ſon, Peter Pgtrowitſch, whom the Empreſs. 
Catherine brought him in 1714, ſo was his grit, . 
exceſſive when he loſt him in the twentieth year, * | 
of his age. | Ens 
His ſorrow on this occaſion was ſo violent, that 
he not only ſhed a torrent of tears, but fell into a 
dangerous ſtate of deſpondency, which might 
have had ſerious conſequences, if the tender ſoli- 
citude of his conſort, and the wiſdom of Prince 
Dolgoroukow, had not found means to recover 
him from his {tupor. | 
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He had ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet, and re- 
fuſed admittance to every one for three days and 
nights. During all this time he remained ſtretch- 


_ed out on a couch, without eating or drinking. 
Nothing was capable of drawing him from his 


retirement; all public buſineſs was ſuſpended ; 
the letters and repreſentations of his generals did 
not reach the ſovereign ; and the war, then at its 
heighth, was carried on without a plan, and al- 
moſt without any determined object. The ſe- 
nate, the admiralty, and board of war, no longer 
knew what they were about, and a gloomy ſi- 
lence prevailed throughout the court. Catherine 
alone, notwithſtanding her own affliction, grew 
alarmed: at the exceſſive grief of her huſband, 
and the fatal conſequences it might produce. 

It was in vain that ſhe knocked at the door of 
his cloſet, and called to him: he would anſwer 
no one, not even her. She retired weeping, not 
knowing what to think of his ſituation. Neceſ- 
ſity, however, and her genius furniſhed her 
with an expedient to make her way into his apart- 
ment. 

She ſent during the night for the Senator Dol- 
goroukow, who was much eſteemed and reſpect- 
ed by the Czar. She repreſemed to him the 
danger to which berſelf and the whole empire 
were expoſed by the ſituation of the Emperor, 
and begged him to deviſe ſome means of ſaving 


the ſtate, by drawing her huſband from the re- 


tirement in which he had buried himſelf; 

This wiſe and reſpectable man, after having 
thought for a moment, conſoled the Czarina, 
and aſſured her that the following day would 
change the {tate of things, and that the Czar 
would ſhow hiniſelf. | 

At 
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At his return home, Dolgoraukow ſent a 
ſealed order in the name of the Empreſs, requir- 
ing the ſenators to meet the following day. He 
pointed out to them the critical ſituation of the 
ſtate, and the deſire of the Czatina; and beg» 

d them to fi d out means to put an end to the 
Car 's deſpondency, and for that purpoſe re- 
queſted them to accompany him to court. 

The ſenate approving his ideas, repaired to the 
door of the Emperor's cloſet. Dolgoroukow: 
knocked, but obtained no anſwer: he knocked 
again Rill louder, called the Czar, and told him 
that Dolgoroukow was there, with the whole 
ſenate aſſembled, to communicate to him affairs 
of the utmoſt importance. Peter riſing and ap- 
proaching the door, the ſenator called to him in 
a ſtill louder voice, and aſſured him that there 
was no time to loſe; that he muſt abſolutely open 


the door, or that they ſhould be obliged to break 


it open, and to take him out of his apartment by 
force, as the only means to preſerve his crown. 

Oa hearing this, the Czar opened the door, 
and ſeemed ſurpriſed at ſeeing the whole ſenate 
aſſembled. * What is the matter?” ſaid he: 
Why do you come to diſturb my repoſe ?” 

© Becaule your retirement, replied Dolgoron- 
kow, and your exceſſive and uſeleſs forrow, 
* are the cauſe of the diſorder that prevails in 
the ſtate ; are the reaſon that ai thouſand. fa- 
vourable circumſtances are loſt to your country z ; 
© that the war, as well by ſea as by land, is no 
© longer to our advantage; that commerce. no 
© longer flouriſhes, and that our enemies take 
© courage, and threaten the empire.“ 

"Theſe remonſtrances ſtruck the Emperor, and he 
promiſed to baniſh his grief and appear in the 
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. ſenate the following day. He alſo went with 
them to the Czarina, to whom, after embracin 
her tenderly, he ſaid, We have afflicted ourſelves 
enough: let us no longer murmur againſt the 
© will of God.“ 

He kept the ſenate to dinner, and recovering 
his ſpirits by degrees, returned to his former oc- 
cupations, and the following day went as uſual 
to the ſenate and admiralty. 


Lieutenant General Hennin of artillery. 


A letter is ſtill extant from Peter the Great to 
Field Marſhal Count Schetemetoff, dated 29th 
October, 1715, in which he informs him of 
the birth of his ſon, in theſe words: God has 
© juſt ſeat me a recruit; communicate this news 
© to the army, and congratulate them' in my 
© name.“ See Letters from Peter the Great to 
Field Marſhal Count Scheremetoff in the Ruſſian 
tongue, at Motcow 1774, in folio. 


XCIV. 


Pardon granted by the Czar, on the folicatation of 
a favourite dog. 


IN the cabinet of natural hiſtory of the aca- 
demy at Peterſburgh, is preſerved among a num- 


g of the Ruſſian Monarch. She was a ſinall 
Gn lowed Italian grey hound, and very fond 


of 
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'of her maſter, whom ſhe never quitted but when 


he went out, and then ſhe laid herſelf down on 
his conch. At his retain ſhe ſhowed her fond- 
neſs by a thouſand careſſes, followed him wherever 
he went, and during his afternoon nap lay al- 
ways at his feet. 

A perſon belonging to the court, having excited 
the anger of the Czar, I do not know by what 
means, was confined in the, fort, and there 
was reaſon to ſuppoſe that he would receive the 
puniſhment of the knout, on the firſt market day. 

The whole conrt, and the Empreſs herſelf, 
thought him innocent, and conſidered the anger 
of the Czar as exceſſive and unjuſt, Every 
means were tried to ſave him, and the firſt op- 
portunity taken to intercede in his favour. But 
ſo far from ſucceeding, it ſerved only to irritate 
the Emperor the more, who forbade all perſons, 
even the Empreſs, to ſpeak for the priſoner, and 
above all to preſent any petition on the ſubject, 
under pain of incurring his higheſt diſpleaſure. 

It was f:ppoſed that no refource remained to 
ſave the culprit. However, thoſe who in con- 
cert with the Czarina intereſted themſelves in 
his favour, deviſed the means of preſenting a 
petition, without incurring the penalty of the 


prohibition. 


They compoſed a ſhort but pathetic petition 
in the name of Liſette. After having ſet forth 
her uncommon fidelity to her maſter, ſne ad- 
duced the ſtrongeſt proofs of innocence of the 
priſoner, intreated the Czar to take the matter 
into conſideration, and to be propitious to her 
prayer, by granting him his liberty. 

This petition was tied to her collar, in ſuch 
a manner as to be caſily viſible. 
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On the Czar's return from the admiralty and 
ſenate, Liſette, as uſual, came leaping about him; 
and he perceived the paper, folded in the form 
of a petition.— He took, and read it—* What !” 
ſaid he, Liſette, do you alſo preſent me pe- 
© titions? well, as it is the firſt time, I grant 
© your prayer. He immediately ſent a dencht- 
chick to the fort with orders to ſet the priſoner 
at liberty, X 

Miſs Anne Cramer, then chambermaid to the 
Empreſs, and ſince governeſs of the Princeſs 
Natatia, ſiſter of Peter II. 
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XCV. 
Favourites. 


HOWEVER great the Czar's attachment 
may have been to his favourites, he never carried 
his infatuation ſo far as to exempt them from 
doing their duty in the different affairs in which 
they were employed. 

The converſation, one evening, turned on a 
certaia monarch's favourite, whoſe power was 
unbounded at the court of his maſter. * It is 
© he, then, who governs,” ſaid the Czar, © and 
© not the king. Such people would not ſuit me. 
© The moſt honeſt, the moſt able, and moſt 
© uſeful men are my only favourites, and my only 
female favourite is my Catherine.” 

It ſeemed, however, that Prince Menchicoff 
was his favourite. He repoſe] the 2 | 

ence 
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1d fidence in him, gave him the direction of moſt of 5 
6 the affairs of ſtate, loaded him with riches that | 
n enabled him to live with all the 'magnificence of | 

* a great prince, and always made him his repre- 1 
of ſentative when he wiſhed to avoid the irkfome 1 
t forms of ceremony. But Menchicoff durſt not, 


notwithſtanding theſe diſtinctions, either aſſume 
a ſuperiority over the other courtiers, diſguiſe 
the truth from the Emperor, excuſe frauds, or 
repreſent objects in fallacious colours. f 

Peter was no more indulgent to him than to 
the menneſt of his ſubjects. Whenever he 
ſhowed the fmalleſt pride, or the leaſt defire to 
ſet himſelf above eſtabliſhed rules, the Czar 
reproved him with ſeverity: Alexander, Alex- 
© ander,' faid he, do not forget what you 
© vere, and that it is I who made you what you 
© are,” 

Prince Menchicoff, and ſome other Ruſſian 
noblemen, entered into a combination to fornifh 
proviſions to the crown, but at a much higher 
price than the merchants uſed to demand. The 
Czar going by accident to the exchange, found 
ſeveral of the principal merchants, who had 
formerly had the contract, ſtanding perfectly 
idle.— How are you ?' ſaid he, walking up to 
them, have you nothing to do ?*—* No, 
Sire, anſwered one of them, * ſince the prin 
© cipal noblemen of your court are turned mer- 
* chants, our buſineſs is at an end.“ How is 
this? “ It is the truth, Sire.” | 

The Czar, full of indignation, ordered two of 
the merchants to attend at the admiralty the fol- 
lowing morning, at five o'clock. They waited 
on him, and acquainted him with the whole at- 
fair. As ſoon as he had finiſhed his buſineſs at 
| K 4 | the 
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the admiralty, he repaired to the ſenate, and 
communicated all he had heard of the noble trat- 
fic of Menchicoff and his affociates. He then 
ordered them to be taken into cuſtody, appointed 
commiſſioners to make inyuiry into the matter, 
and condemned the offenders to pay a conſidera» 
ble fine. | 

For this time,' ſaid he to Menchicoff, I on- 
ly inflict a pecuniary puniſhment : but take care 
© how you deceive me again, for you ſhall not 
© come off at ſo cheap a rate.” 

Another time Menchicoff, jealous of the Em- 
peror's friendſhip for M. le Blond, gave him a 
falſe information concerning his architect. Peter 
was very angry with le Blond, whom at firſt he 
thought in fault; but when he diſcovered his in- 
nocence, he was ſo enraged at the deceit of Men- 
chicoff, that in the firſt moment of his indignati- 
on, he took him by the collar, and ſhook him 
violently.— Scoundrel,' ſaid he, you alone are 
« the cauſe of this.” | 

Mr. Arch, director of the poſt, and Mr. 
Schultz, army ſurgeon, afterwards ſurgeon 
to Prince Menchicoff, and eye witneſs of 
this anecdote. 


XCVI. 


Anecdote ſerving to illuſtrate the preceding one. 


PETER the Great, when at Paris in 1717, 
took Monſ. le Blond, a famous architect, into 
his ſervice, and ſent him to Peterſburgh. His in- 
: | tention 


ks 


ind 
ate 
en 
ed 


PETER THE GREAT, 201 


tention was to employ him in improving his new 
city; but Le Blond, when he had examined all 
the works, and diſcovered all the monſtrous 
faults that had been committed, could deviſe no 
other means of repairing them, than by razing 
the whole, and building all over again. The 
Czar declined this project, and appointed him to 
ſuperintend the works carrying on at his two 
houſes, Peterhoff and Strehlna. | 

Charmed with his great abilities, Peter ho- 
noured him with his confidence and eſteem, and 
often took him in his barge or his calaſh, in 
his excurſions on the canals, and in the environs 
of Peterſburgh. 

The Czar, deſirous of going to Olonitz, a 
city ſituated on Lake Ladoga, ordered Prince 
Menchicoff, who was charged with the _—— 
tion of the works carrying on at Peterhoff, t 


aſſiſt and ſecond le Blond, with all the zeal and 


expedition poſſible. 

Some days after, le Blond repreſented to 
Menchicoff, that the lower garden would be 
much improved it the height of the trees were 
a little diminiſhed, and all their tops rendered 
uniform. Menchicoff, who knew that his maſ- 
ter's attachment to his trees, and to theſe eſ- 
pecially, was ſo great, that he could not bear a 


ſingle branch to be lopped off, pretended to be 
of the ſame opinion, and furniſhed him with as 


many workmen as he deſired. 

As ſoon as they were at work, Menchicoff diſ- 
patched a courier to the Czar, to acquaint him 
that the French architect was felling the trees at 
Peterhoff. Peter, who thought nothing more pre- 
cious in the world, aſtoniſhed at the news, ſet off 
immediately, and arrived in a rage the following 
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day at his country houſe. In croſſing the park, 
he perceived the workmen on their ladders lopping 
the trees. - He inſtantly called ont to ſtop the 
work : and by a continuation of the error into 
which he had been led, thinking that they were 
really buſied in felling his plantation, he ran to 
find le Blond. The architect, who was entirely 
. of the falſe information given to the 

zar, advancing joyfully to meet him, Peter, in 

a tranſport of anger ſtruck him with his cane on 
the back. 

Le Blond, who had never ſeen him angry, and 
who was far from meriting ſuch rigorous and 
humiliating treatment, was ſo afflicted, that he 
was ſeized with a fever, carried home, and put 
to bed. 

Peter walked through the garden, examined 
the work that had been done, and found that 
not a tree had been felled, and that things were 
very different from the repreſentations he had 


received. It was then that, full of concern and 


indignation at his ill- treatment of le Blond, and 
Menchicoff 's miſrepreſentation, he treated the 
latter as has been ſaid in the laſt anecdote. He 
alſo ſent one of his attendants to the architect, 
to beg him to forgive his haſtineſs, and to aſſure 
him of his friendſhip. But le Blond from that 
moment never recovered perfect health, and died 


the year after. 


Mr. Schultz, furgeon of the Ifmailof regiment 
of guards, and eye witnels, 2 2 
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XCVII. 
Fire works. 


ATTENTIVE as Peter was to avoid unne- 


* teſſary expences; there were, however, ſome 


things that would have expoſed him to the re- 
proach of prodigality, if a judgment had been 
formed from appearances. But he never did any 
thing inconſiderately, and in general was the on- 
ly one acquainted with the motives by which he 
was actuated. 
The groteſcue entertainments, ſuch as the mar- 
riage of the dwarfs, the Chineſe feaſt, &c. which 
he gave at Moſcow, and at General le Fort's 
houſe, in the year of the victory at Pultowa, 
were principally intended as a recreation after ſe- 
rious affairs, aud to ſhow the old Boyars and 
their families the abſurdity of ancient cuſtoms. 
It was in his fireworks, above all, that the 
Czar ſeemed wanting in economy. He gave ex- 
hibitions of this kind from time to time at Peterſ- 
burgh, and Moſcow, on great days, ſuch as new- 
year's day, the birth day of the Empreſs, in com- 
memoration of a victory, &c.— There were at 
leaſt fix every year. 

The expence attending this ſpecies of amuſe- 
ments, is the reaſon they are ſo unfrequent in 
other countries, and ſeldom ſeen but on account 
of a peace, a marriage, or à coronation. But in 
Ruſſia they are not very expenſive, becauſe falt- 


petre and ſulphur are found there in fuch abun- 


dance, that a firework which would coſt five 
thouſand pounds elſewhere, hardly requires there 
a tenth part of the ſum, 


But, 


3 „„ 


— 
* 
= = 
4 
4 
89 
4 


15 
1 
. 


» 
4 Y7 & a 
"4 
- >, 
. - „ * 


204 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OP 


But, as we have already ſaid, the Czar did no- 
thing without having his views. He communicat- 
them one day to the old Baron Mardfelt, the 
ſhan Envoy. The Baron aſked him, what 
might be the expence of a firework that had 
been exhibited in his preſence, —* I know very 
© well,” anſwered the Emperor, that my taſte 
for theſe things makes me paſs for a prodigal; 
* but this opinion is founded on their high price 
© in foreign countries, and is erroneous; for the 
© firework you have juſt ſeen, of which you 
* perhaps eſtimate the expence at four thouſand 
© pounds, did not coſt three hundred. Had it 
© colt more, it would give me little concern. 
© My object is to accuſtom my ſubjects, in this 
© agreeable manner, to the more ſerious fire of 
* muſketry and cannon. Experience has taught 
© me that the more we are uſed to this ſportive 
© fire, the leſs we fear to brave the other, not- 
* withſtanding its danger.” 
Baron Mardfelt, nephew of the Pruſſian envoy 


to the courts of the Empreiſes Anne Iwanow= 
na, and Elizabeth, | 


XCVIII. 
0 U 8.1.6 


- THE example of Peter is a proof that a 
taſte for the polite arts is only inſpired by the op- 
portunities we have of cultivating them in our 
youth. | 
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Till the age of twenty-five he had feen nothing 
but bad pictures in churches, deſtityte of colour- 
ing and deſign, and betraying the painter's want 
of knowledge of light and ſhade. In conſequence 
he had no idea of painting. 

But when he went to Holland, in 1697, he 
there ſaw pictures of ſo beautiful a compoſition, 
that they attracted his whole attention. During 
a ſtay of ſeveral months at Amſterdam, he viſited 
a great number of very valuable collections of 
the Flemiſh ſchool, as well at the town houſe, 
as in the cabinets of rich individuals. This awak- 
ened and improved his natural taſte for the beau- 
tiful productions of art; and ſuggeſted to him 
the project of forming a collection of the ſame 
kind, but he did not execute it till his ſecond 
journey in 17517—(See Anecdate, No. 19)— 
This particular taſte for Flemiſh pictures did not 
abandon him till his death. 

But it was quite the reverſe in reſpect to muſic. 
In his youth he had never heard any but that of 
drums, fifes, balalaikas*, and bagecs +. 

The cornets and trumpets which he heard at 
Riga, Keznigſberg, Dantzick, and other towns in 
Germany, in his firſt journey to Holland, made 
much impreſſion on him, by their grave and ma- 
jeſtic ſounds. He ſent for ſeveral of theſe muſi- 
cians, and after having heard them play, ſhowed 
a ſtrong inclination to take ſome of them into his 

Os 


* Balalaika i is a two-ſtring 3 nearly in the 
form of a guittar, but the neck is longer, and the body 
of a more ſlender make. 

+ The Bagec is a little ſhepherd's pipe, of the length, 
and nearly of the ſhape, of a clarinet, and has a very 
ſui ll ſound, 
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ſervice, as indeed he did on his return to Ruſſia. 
After he had reſtored tranquillity by breaking the 
regiment of Strelitzes, he ſent for five men from 
Riga, two of whom played the cornet, two on 
the trumpet, and the fifth on the baſſoon. They 
often played in prefence of his Majeſty,- who 
= undet them two young Ruſhans, pupils. 

hus the old muſic which we hear in Germany 
played in the church ſteeples, was the delight 
of * and his old Boyats, during their re- 
paſts. 

But when he afterwards put his army on the 
footing of the German troops, the muſie of the 

different ws gr compoſed of hantboys, French 
horns, and baffootis, diminiſhed his taſte for 
trumpets and cornets. He took pleaſure in hear- 
ing this military muſic, when at table with 
his generals, and when in good humour, 
it half a dozen trumpets, drams, and 

8. : 

The attention paid by the Emperor to the ma- 
rine, which he had created, brought trumpets 
into faſhion again. As ſhip-building, and navi- 
r. were his darling occupations, and as he 

ad ordered the trumpet to be uſed in his ſhips, 
it became again his favourite inſtrument, and 
founded whenever he went on ſhipboard, or in- 
. Qulzed in the pleaſures of the table with his fea 
_ 6fficers and ſhip-builders. | 
As Dutch cuſtoms were particularly ſuited to 
his genius, the chimes which he heard in almoſt 
all the towns in Holland, pleaſed him much, 
bat thoſe of Amſterdam, that rung while buſineſs 
was tranſacting on the exchange, were 
gratefu} to his ear, ane: au 
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be caſt for the cathedral of Peterſburgh, and the 
church of St. Iſaac. 

- He alſo acquired a taſte, during the ſtay he 
made at Cifferent times in Poland, for the muſic 
of that country, particularly for a large kind of 
bagpipe, called block-pleiffe, of a very loud and 
harſh found. This inſtrument was particularly 
pleaſing to him, during the laſt years of his life. 
He even learned to play on it, and was fo attach- 
ed to this kind of muſic, that he held the Italian 


in little eſtimation, nay baniſhed it from his court, 


as well as the French, for which he had a real 
averſion. 


Count lagouſchinſk y. 


> {+ » NS 
Peter the Great's econom y in his dreſs. 


THE converſation turning one day on œco- 


nomy and unneceſſary expences, the Czar ſhowed ' 


his ſtockings which were mended in ſeveral 
places. One of the company obſerved that it 
was not neceflary his Majeſty ſhould wear darned 
ſtockings. * Why not?” anſwered the Czar; 
© why ſhould I leave off ſtockings, which, by 
« mending would laſt me a year f — By way 
of encouraging the manufactories, replied the 
other, 


WY ab db M.A FI 1 AM 


Several pairs are ſtill preſerved, among other parts 
of his dreſs, in the eabinet of the Academy at Peter 
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other, laughing.—* They are not able, faid the 
© Czar, © to furniſh ſuffidient for my dominions, 
and prevent our having recourſe to foreign mar- 
kets. When they | accompliſh this point, I 
ſhall eaſily find means to ſend the ſurplus to 
our neighbours, and even beyond ſea, and to 
« procure in exchange money, or other merchan- 
* diſe, of which our country is in need. Until 
© they have attained that degree of perfection, 
c 
4 


„„ 


even ſuppoſing they furniſh the quantity we are 

in want of, we ſhall be like the inhabitants of 

the little Imperial cities, who work reciprocally 
for each other to earn a livelihood. They all 
remain poor, and never incteaſe the riches of 
© their country.“ 


Mr. Drevnick, valet de chambre, 


. 
Peter the Great's ideas of chaſlity. 


THE Czar was very ſevere as far as related 


to vices and crimes prejudicial to the public good, 


the tranquillity of individuals, or the ſecurity of 
property; but the ſpirit of juſtice by whict he 
was governed inclined him to indulgence in re- 
gard to certain youthful diſorders that do not di- 
rectly 1njure ſociety in general, but are only hurt- 
ful to the indivilual who commits them, to a ſin- 
gle perſen, or to a ſingle family. b 

Hence it was that this enlightened monarch, 
occupied with the care of — his empire 
_  Rouriſhing 


* 
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flouriſhing and happy, enacted ſuch ſevere laws 
againſt all vices dangerous to ſociety, ſuch as pub- 
lic impiety, ſcandalous diſorders, contempt of the 
laws, robberies, and murders, and that he never 
puniſhed offences a: zainſt chaſtity either by corpo- 
ral chaſtitement, fines, or any mark of infamy. 
Unmarried women, when pregnant, were only 
expoled to very gentle admonitions, intended to 
prevent the murder of their children or preme- 
ditated abortion; but when theſe crimes were 
diſcovered, the quilty perſon was puniſhed with 
death, without remiſſion. 

Some perſon telling Peter, in a ESE WER 
concerning criminal juriſprudence, that Charles 
V. in one ot his ordinances, forbade adultery, 
under pain of death.——* Is it poſſible ?? ſaid he, 
with a- ſarcaſtic laugh. I ſhould have thought 
that ſo great a prince had more judgment: 
* without doubt, he fancied that his people 
« were too numerous. It is neceſſary to pu- 
* niſh diſorders and crimes; but we ought to 
* fpare the lives of our ſubjects as much as poſ- 
« ſible. 

| Iwan Antonowitfch Tcherkafſow. 


Cl. 
Peter the Great*s indulgence to certain faults. 


THIS anecdote evinces ſtill more plainly 
than the preceding one the indulgence and found 
policy of the Ruſſian legiſlator. In one of his 

frequent 
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frequent and rapid journies from Peterſburgh to 
Moſcow he ſtopped on a Sunday, with a ſmall 
number of attendants, at a place called Wiſch- 
niewolotſchok, a dependency of the diftri&t of 
Novogorod. He remained there ſome hours to 
examine the canals that were begun, and ro order 
others to be opened. After this inſpection, he 
returned, much fatigued, to the village, 'to make 
a haſty meat. 

The inhabitants, men, women, and children, 
in their holiday clothes, crowded round the houſe 
to ſee the Emperor, whoſe cuſtom it was to fay 
a few words to them, and to make +nquiries about 
their occupations, and every thing that concerned 
their place of abode. | 

While he was converſing with theſe good peo- 
pte, he perceived a girl in the crowd, who ſeemed 
to be pretty. She was placed behind a kind of 
partition, from whence ſhe looked at the Czar 
and when ſhe faw ſhe was obſerved by His Ma- 


jeſty, hid herſelf behind the door. 


The Czar, defiring a nearer ſight of her, ſhe 
left her hiding place, and came into his apart- 
ment, covering her face with her hands, as if 
weeping and aſhamed. Peter, who ſuſpected no 
harm, thought it was through baſhfulneſs, and, 
taking her by the hand, ſpoke kindly to her, aſ- 
ſured her that ſhe had nothing to fear; that ſhe 


was pretty; and that it was time for her to think 


of matrimony. 

This diſcourſe raiſed a malicious titter among 
the other girls, and fome of them could not help 
laughing aloud. The Czar was hurt at it,— 
© What makes you laugh, my girls?“ ſaid he; 
© is it becauſe this maid is more modeſt than you, 
© and becanſe her baſtifulneſs makes her cry * 

e 
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The girls began to laugh again, and the Czar 
turned to a peaſant ſtanding by him. —* Tell me, 
ſaid he, why this girl's modeſty makes theſe 
* giddy children laugh? Are they jealous becauſe I 
© ſpeak to her, and think her prettier than they: 
—* No, Sice, they do not laugh at that: it is 
quite another myſtery.'—* What do you 
© mean 2?—* Tt is becauſe Your Majeſty calls her 
© maid when The is no longer ſo.'—-< What is ſhe 


* married ?P— No, Sire, that is not the cafe 


© either. She is the 'daughter of one of 'my 
© neighbours, and is an active, laborious, good 
© girl; but two years ago ſhe had a child by à 
© German officer in Your Majeſty's ſervice, who 
© was quartered here. This is the reaſon the 
© other girls of the village refuſe td aſſociate 
© with her, and titter when they ſee her? 

A great crime indeed P cried the Emperor: 


© If that be all, is it a reaſon for puniſhing Her 


© fo long, and thus deriding her in public for a 
# weakneſs, I deſire that this may be To no long- 
©'er,” added he, raifing his voice that all pre- 
Tent might hear him; © and 1 forbid her to be 
© excluded from the company of the other 
* women and girls, add above all, to be re- 
© proached with her fault.“ Then takin 
her by the hand, he bade her not aMi& h 
and deſired to fee her fon, a fine child, about 
two years old.— He is a very pretty boy,” con- 
tinued he, and will one day make a good fol 
© dier. Let him be taken care of. 1 ſhall make 
© inquiry about him from time to time, and will 
* ſee him as often as I come this way.“ The 
Czar then gave the mother a kiſs, with a hand- 
ful of roubles, and continued his journey. 
| Michael Iwanowitſch Serdjukoff. 
CH. The 
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CII. 
The innocent preſerved. 


* 

8 ERDIURROfF F, a celebrated merchant 
of Novogorod, was honoured with the friend- 
ſhip and eſteem of Peter the Great, on account 
of the intelligence, expedition, and probity, with 
which he conducted the conſtruction of the 
fluices and canals at Wiſchniewolotichok. This 
advantage made him the object of much envy and 
malice, and was a fource of very ſerious misfor- 
tunes. 

The Czar had eſtabliſhed a kind of inquiſition 
againſt the Roſkolnicks, on account of the riſk 
he had run of being aſſaſſinated by a fanatic of 
that ſet. The Emperor's intention was to over- 
come their obſtinacy, and to bring them within 
the pale of the church by means of the inſtruction 
the clergy- was ordered to give them. 

Serdjukoff was far from being a partizan of 
the opinions of theſe enthuſiaſts; the works he 
was employed to carry on left him little leifure 
to attend to religious diſputes. Having obtained 
the freedom of Novogorod, he began to build a 

ne houſe for his reſidence in that city. The 
workmen, in digging the foundations, found an 
iron croſs, weighing about forty pounds, and of 
antique form, ſuch as were in uſe in the early 
times when the Ruſſians firſt embraced the Greek 

religion. 'They carried it to their maſter, wha 
fixed it againſt the front of the houſe he occu- 
pied. This afforded his enemies a pretext to ac- 
cuſe him of being a Roſkolnick. _. 

Serdjukoff only ſmiled at the report ſpread 
againſt him : however, he removed the croſs out 

| C | 
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had occaſioned it, and depoſited it in a ſtorehouſe 
with other old iron, This act of prudence did 
not appeaſe his enemies: they denounced him as 
a Roſkolnick to the Archbiſhop of Novogorod ; 
and, among the proofs of their accuſation, they 
alledged, above all, the antique croſs. 

The Archbiſhop, who was no friend to 
Serdjukoff, ordered the croſs to be brought to 


his palace. When he ſaw himſelf in poſſeſſion 


of what he called the proof of the fact, he took 
the accuſed into cuſtody as a Roſkolnick, and 
ſome days after ſent him to the ſecret chancery, 
or inquiſitorial commiſſion, at Peterſburgh, with 
minutes of the proceedings againſt him. Serd- 
jukoff remained ſome months in priſon without 
upJergoing any interrogation. The canals and 

tices were in conſequence at a ftand, and de- 
ſerted by the workmen. 

In the mean time Peter, who had been ſo ſa- 
tisfied with the rapid progreſs of theſe works, 
under the direction of Serdjukoff, went to viſit 
them again on his return from Moſcow. But 
how great was his ſurpriſe on finding them in- 
terrupted ! On aſking the reaſon, he was told 
that the ſurveyor had been taken up as a Roſkol- 
nick, anꝗ ſent to the ſecret chancery. Equally 
grieved and incenſed at this news, he ſet off in- 
ſtantly for Peterſburgh, went directly to the for- 
treſs, aſked for Serdjukoff, and, on inquiry, learn- 
ed that his opinions had always been contrary to 
thoſe of the Rotkolnicks, and that an iron croſs, 
found in digging the foundations of his houſe, 


was the ſole reaſon inſiſted on by his Enemies to 


prove him of that ſect. 
The Czar, convinced of his innocence, ſet 
him — at liberty, and ordered him to 
return 


* 
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return home, and to continue the works over 
which he preſided.— Go, ſaid he, aſſuring him 
of his friendſhip-and ſupport, under the ſafe- 
© guard of God, and be aſſured that in future, 
no one ſhall diſturb your tranquillity, nor put 
© a ſtop to your works. If any one attempt it, 
* write to me directly, and depend on it, your 
© enemies will be ſeverely chaſtiſed for their ma- 
C. lice.” ” 

He afterwards ordered inquiries. to be made 
at Novogorod to find out the authors of the ca- 
lumny. Several perſons were puniſhed, and the 
Archbiſhop. Theophanes, whom the Czar eſ- 
teemed, received a ſevere: reprimand, 

Mr. Iwan Michailewitſch, ſon of Serdjukoff. 


* 
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CIII. 


Peter the Great's indulgence to a ſenator rendered 
criminal by his. patriotiſm: 


PETER. loved: his country, and in all his 
projects had the good of his ſubjects ſo much at 
heart, that the greateſt faults, and even crimes, | 
if occaſioned by. an, exceſs of patriotiſm, not only 
found him an indulgent judge, but likewiſe ob- 
- tained his thanks and a reward, 

When he began the canal of Ladoga, be or- 
dered all the landholders of: the governments of 
Novogorod and Peterſburgh to ſend their; peaſants. 
to work on it, and ſigned an ukaſe to that effect 
in full ſenate. | 

Prince 


- 


— 


PETER THE ORRAT. 215 


Prince Jacob Feodowitſch Dolgoroukow®, one 
of the principal ſenators, and a man in whom the 
Czar repoſed much confidence, was not. preſent 
when the ordinance was regiſtered, being em- 
ployed that day on other buſineſs of the ſtate, 

The following day the ſenate aſſembled, and 

was proceeding to the publication of the edict, 
when Dolgoroukow, who was ignorant of what 
had paſſed, made inquiry. into the matter. The 
eg were preſented to him, and he found 
therein an order to ſend the peaſants of the go» 
vernments of Novogorod and Peterſburgh to dig 
the canal of Ladoga.—s No;' cried he, this. is 
© not poſlible; repreſentations muſt be. made: to 
© the Emperor, or theſe provinces, which. have 
© already ſuffered ſo much, will be ruined} with= 
out reſource. - After ſaying; this, Dolgorou- 
kow, tranſported by his zeal for the poor pea- 
ſants, prepared to tear the ordinance. It was 
repreſented to him in vain, that it was too late 
to make any oppoſition, or to propoſe modifi- 
cations, as the Emperor had already ſigned it. 
Notwithſtanding theſe reaſons, his patriotiſm got 
the better of his prudence, and he tore the edict, 
to the great aſtoniſhment of the ſenate. 


The 


This Prince Dolgourokow is the ſame, who ſtugicd, 
the profeſſion of arms with the Czar in his youth, and, 
who bore away the palm, from his fellow pupil on ſe- 
veral occaſions, He was made ptiſoner in 1700, at the 
unfortunate affair of Narva, and was ſent to Sweden; 
but he found means to eſcape, and returned fate to. his 
mater, | 

He is alſo the ſame, who, as has been ſeen; in the» 
ninety third anecdote,  prerailed on the Czar to leave: 


the alarming folitude, in which his grief made him tv 


obſtinately remain, on the death of his fon, 
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The whole aſſembly roſe full of alarm, and 
aſked him if he knew what he had done, what 
he expoſed himſelf to, and the misfortunes that 
threatened him ?—* Les, anſwered he, and 1 
will anſwer for it before God, the Emperor, 
© and my country.? 

At this moment the Czar made his appearance.” 
Surpriſed at the exclamations he had heard, and 
to ſee the whole ſenate ſtanding, he aſked what 
all this fignified ?—The attorney general trembled 
while he told him that the ordinance he had 
ſigned the day before had been torn to pieces by 
Dolgoroukow. — Peter turned to Dolgoroukow, 
and aſked him, with much warmth, what had 
induced him to oppoſe his authority in ſo un- 
heard-of a manner ?—* My zeal for your honour, 
© and the good of your ſubjects,“ anſwered the 
intrepid ſenator. Do not be angry, Peter Alex- 
6 jewitſch, that I have too much confidence in 
© your wiſdom to think you wiſh, like Charles 
© the Twelfth, to deſolate your country. Your 
© ordinance is inconſiderate, and you have not 
reflected on the ſituation of the two governments 
it regards... Do you not know that they have 
ſuffered more in the war than all the provinces 
of your empire together; that many of their 
inhabitants have periſhed ; and are you unac- 

uainted with the preſent miſerable ſtate of the 
people? What is there to hinder your taking 
a ſmall number of men from each province 
to dig this canal, which 1s certainly neceſſary ? 
The other provinces are more populous than 
the two in queſtion, and can eaſily furniſh you 
with labourers, or at leaſt without ſuffering. 
the ſame difficulties as the provinces of Novo- 


gorod and Peterſburgh alone. Beſides, have 


r 
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© you not Swediſh priſoners enow to employ ' 


* without oppreſſing * ſubjects with works 
like theſe ? 

The Czar liſtened to this xe onſtrance with 
great tranquillity, and convin 44 of its propri- 
ety, turned towards the other ſenators —* Let 
© the publication of the ukaſe be - ſuſpended,” 
ſaid he: © I will confider farther of this matter, 
and let you know my intentions.'—Here the 
affair dropped. 

Peter took other means to cut the canal of 
Ladoga, and, without doubt, following the idea 
of Dolgoroukow, ordered fome thouſands of 
' Swediſh priſoners to work there, almoſt all of 
whom periſhed in that laborious and unhealthy 
employment. 

Mr. Reiſter, counſellor for the mines, then at 
Peterſburgh. 


CIV. | 
The ſecret di vulged. 
' PETER, after having brought the Swediſh 


war to a glorious conclution, determined to avail 
himſelf of the troubles in Perha, and to march 
againſt the Sophy. He ditcovered his deſign to 
none but the Emprels, and his favourite Menchi- 
coff, with whom he was quite alone.—“ ] have 
© entruſted my ſecret, ſaid he, © to none but 
© you, and forbid you to ſpeak of it to any one.” 
Some days after, being alone with one of his 
denchtſchicks, aud meditating on the means of 
L exec ting 
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executing his great deſigus with ſucceſs, he aſked 
if there were any news ?—* None, Sire, except 
* that we are going to aharch againſt the Per- 
ſians.— What! _— the Emperor, with 
furpriſe: © march againſt the Perſians ! Tell me 
© immediately from whom you had that fal- 
© fity Pat From the Empreſs's parrot, Sire: 1 
© heard it yeſterday, while I was in the anti- 
chamber, repeat ſeveral times, Ei Perſi pa- 
© diom,”” We will march into Perſia.” 

Peter ſent immediately for Prince Menchicoff 
to attend him to the apartment of the Empreſs, 
and told them both, that, as the ſecret he had 
entruſted to them was divulged, he inſiſted on 
knowing to whom they had mentioned it. Ca- 
therine and Menchicoff proteſted they had not 
opened their mouths on the ſubjet. The Czar, 
convinced of their innocence, turned towards 
the parrot— Here,” ſaid he, is the traitor : it 
js one of my denchtſchicks who told me. In 
our converſation we frequently ſatd, We vill 
march into Perfia, and the rogue has remember- 
ed and repeated it. You mult remove him from 
your apartment, added he to the Empreſs, 
laughing; for it is © neceſſary that we ſhould be 


© on our guard both againſt traitors and bab- 
© blers.” 


Q-. 0 A 


Count heran Gre gorowitſch Tcheraitſchof. 


CV. Weakneſs 
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CV. 
Weakneſs and generefity of Peter the Great. 


THE Czar had the weakneſs incident al- 


molt to every hero: he was paſſionately fond of 
the fair ſex. Being one day at dinner at a foreign 
merchant's, whole daughter was very beautiful, 

he fell violently in love, and preſſed her to make 
a return to his paſlion. But the young lady, as 
virtuous as beautiful, firmly refuſed the moſt ſe- 
ducing offers, and, dreading his {olic'tazions, re- 
ſolved to leave Moſcow by night, without ac- 
quainting her parents. Taking ſonie proviſons 


and a little money with her, ſhe-travelted ſeveral - 


miles on foot, and at aſt reached a {mall village, 
the abode of her nurſe. She diſcovered herſelf 
to her foſter ſiſter, whom ſhe informed af her 
intention to remain conccale l. Her nurſe's huſ- 
band, a carpenter by trale, conducted her to a 
neighbouring wood, where, on a little riſing 
ground, ſurrounded by a moraſs, he bah built 
a hut for her reſidence. 

The day after her flight the Czar ſent for her 
parents, who were inconſolable for her lots, He 
at firſt thought it a concerted ſcheme z but the 


violence of their grief undeceived him; and he 


2 a large reward to any one who ſhould 
diſcover the fug tive: ali ſearch, however, Was 
vain, and her parents went into mourning. 

A year after, an acc:dent a little uncommon 
occaſioned her diſcovery. A colonel; who was 
abſent from h's regiment on leave, Me his way 
into the midſt of the wood in purſuit of game, 
came to the morals, and met the lady. Struck 
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by her beauty, he became immediately enamour. 
ed of her, and, after a few queſtions, found 
that ſhe was the perſon whoſe loſs had made 


ſo much noiſe. He conſoled her by telling her 2 
that the Czar's heart was engaged elſewhere; 
offered to wait on her parents, and concert with 
them the means of taking her from her ſolitary h: 
abode. She conſented to his propoſal, and ac - h. 
cepted his aſſiſtance with gratitude, that led the 
way to ſofter ſentiments. Her parents, overjoyed . 
at finding their daughter, determined to apply to 0 
Mrs. Catherine; for this was the name then ir 
given to the celebrated woman whom Peter af f. 
terwards placed upon his throne. 
Catherine ſpoke to the Czar, and repreſented, : 
in ſuch lively colours, all that a delicate girl 
muſt have ſuffered, ſhut up for a whole year in . 
a hut in the midſt of a moraſs, that he was j 
much affected, reproached himſelf ſeverely with 
the pain he had given her, and determined to i 


make her amends. He deſired to ſee her, her 
parents, and deliverer; to the latter of whom 
he preſented her Receive from my hand, ſaid 
he © the moſt amiable and virtuous of women: 
© I ſettle upon her and her heirs three thouſand 
© roubles a year.“ | 

This reſpectable woman went often to court in 
full poſſeſſion of his favour, and the veneration 
of the public.— © I have the ſtory from her own 
© mouth,” ſays the Chevalier Bruce, from whol: 
Memoirs it is borrowed. 
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CVI. 


es * of the Academy of Sciences at Pe- 
terſburgh. 


THE Czar, wiſhing to execute the project he 
had long formed, of founding an academy in 
his new city, gave orders to his ambaſſadors 
abroad to ſend him an account of all the learned 
men of eminence in the places where they re- 
ſided, that he might make a choice of ſuch as 
it was neceſſary to invite to Ruſſia, to form the 
ſociety he had in view. He even wrote to ſome 
of them with his own hand, to recommend this 
affair to their attention. 

The converſation turning one day on this ſub- 
ject at the Emperor's table—* Such an eſtabliſh- 
© ment as Your Majeſty is ſpeaking of,” faid a 
privy counſellor, would certainly be of. great 
* utility to the ſtare ; but I doubt whether the 
nation at large would derive much advantage 
© from a ſociety compoſed entirely of learned 
men of the firſt order, who would pay little 
© or no attention to the inſtruction of youth. 
© Why not?” replied the Czar. * I have my 
* views in what I do, and will explain them to 
© you. Theſe learned men will write books 
© treating of the elements of the different ſci- 
C ences, and I will direct them to be tranſlated 
into our language. They will be obliged to 
© explain them to their pupils, who, in their 
© turn, will explain them to theirs. Works of 
© other kinds, though written in Latin, will do 
* us honour throughout Europe. The world 
* Will ſee that we cultifate the ſciences, inſtead 
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© of deſpiſing them like barbarians; and all the 
© officers of my empire, whether of the diffe- 
rent boards, the chancery, or treaſury, w:il 
© conſult the academy in all difficult caſes.” 

Peter, falling ſick fome time after the four- 
dation of the academy, in his laſt moments ear- 
neſtly requeſted the Empreſs Catherine Alex- 
iewna, who was to ſucceed him, to put the finiſh- 
ing hand to the work. 

After his deceaſe, which happened the 28th of 
January, 1725, old ſtyle, the Empreſs ſent ad- 
vice of it to all the Ruſſian miniſters in foreign 
courts ; and at the fame time charged Doctor 
Laurence Bloumentroſt, her phyſician, and a 
man of the greateſt learning, to ſolicit anew, 
in her name, the men of letters whom Peter the 
Great had already invited to come and eſtabliſh 
the academy he had founded. Doctor Blou- 
mentroſt was afterwards appointed prefident of 
this ſociety, the members of which, in com- 
phance with his invitations, aſſembled by de- 
grees at Peterſburgh. 1 | 

Theſe able men were, Nicholas de I'tfle, and 
his elder brother, De Ile de la Croyere, both 
of Paris, in quality of Profeſſors of aſtronomy 
and geography ; the two brothers, Nicholas and 

ant Bench ile, of Baſil, for mathematics; 
Bilfinger, of Wirtemberg, for philoſophy ; Beyer, 
of Kznigtherg, for hiftory and avtiquities ; 
Doctor Beckenftein for natural and E law ; 
Eeutmann, of Saxony, for mechanics and expe- 
rimental philoſophy ; Duvernois, of Montbe- 
Hard, for anatomy; Doctor Burger, of Cour- 

d, for chemiſtry; Martini, of Sileſia, for 

atin and the Belles Lettres; Groſs and Meyer 
of Wirtemberg, as extraordinary profeſſor o 

| practical 
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practical philoſophy; Kohl, of Hamburgh, extra- 
ordinary profeſſor of hiſtory. Goldbach did not 
take the title of profeſſor, but was appointed per- 
petual ſecretary, and Mr. Schumacher librarian 
and chancellor. 

The 26th of November, 1725, the anniver- 
fary of the birth day of the Empreſs Catherine I. 
was fixed on for the ſolemn opening of the 
academy; but it was deferred, for various rea- 
ſons, till the third holiday after Chriſtmas. 
The Empreſs was not preſent, but the aſſembly 
was numerous; and the ceremony was repeated 
the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1726, in preſence of the Cza- 
rina, their Imperial Highnefſes the Princeſſes 
Anne and F1.zabeth Petrawna, and His Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Holſtein ®. | 
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* In memory of this ſolemnity, the academy cele- 
brated in 1776, and not in 1775, the fiftieth year of its 
foundation, by the exhibition of a brework, in preſence - 
of the Great Duke Paul Petrowieich and his wife, 

Among the ornaments with, which the acagemical 
building was embe liſhed, after the defigns of Mr. Stzh- 
lin, now countelior of ſtate, member of the academy, 
and director of the department of arts, was a new 
hall painted in /re/co, in which was repreſented a gal- 
lery, in form of an amphitheatre, ornamented with pil- 
lars of the Corinthian order, the intervals being filled 
with the geniuſes of the different ſciences cultivated by 
the academicians, On the walls were painted the four 
claſſes into which this learned ſociety was divided, with 
their attributes; all the figures being as large as life. 
Above, in an illumined cloud, was a Minerva, per- 
fectly reſembling Her Majeſty Catherine II. with her 
ſhield of arms. | 


224 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF 


CVII. 


A fingular anecdote relating to the former. 


THE celebrated Leibnitz being conſulted, 
when the academy of Peterſburgh was founded, 
on gg choice of perſons proper to be idmitted, 
po out Wolf, a learned profeſſor at Hall. 
Impelled by avarice, and finding that only the 
department of natural philoſophy was aſſigned to 
him, and that Jacob Hermann was choſen for 
mathematics, Bilfinger for philoſophy, and Leut- 
mann for mechanics, Wolf wrote to Preſident 
Bloumentroſt to repreſent to him the inutility 
of a profeſſor for each of theſe ſciences ; aſſerted 
that he was capable of filling four places of 
that kind, and demanded the falary intended for 
each of- theſe learned men. 

Mr. Bloumentroſt, ſurpriſed at his avidity, re- 
turned him a poſitive refuſal, and ſent for ano- 
ther profeſſor. Wolf, finding himſelf excluded, 
demanded his letter, but could not obtain it : 
it was depoſited in the archives of the academy, 
and is ſtill ſhown to the curious. 


Counſellor Schumacher. 
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Peter the Great's diſcourſe to the ſenate when he was 
made vice-admira!. | 


THE legiſlator of Ruſſia, by way of ſetting 
his troops the example of ſubordination, conde- 
ſcended to paſs.through every rank in the army, 
from private ſoldier to gencral, and performed 
the duties of each with the molt rigid exactneſs. 
He likewiſe employed the ſame means to make 
ſeamen of his naval officers. 

When he was promoted to the rank of vice- 
admiral, he made the following diſcourſe to the 
ſenate : —* Friends and compauions, is there any 
© one among you, who, twenty years ago, would 
© have dared to conceive our covering the Baltic 
* with ſhips built with our own hands, and our 
obtaining a firm eſtabliſhment in theſe coun- 
tries, of which we owe the conqueſt to our 
courage and labours alone, as things within 
the bounds of poſſibility? Could we have flat- 
tered ourſelves with the hope of ſeeing ſo many 
native Ruſſians become brave and victorious 
ſoldiers and ſailors, and ſo many of our chil. 
dren return from foreign countries, and ſhow 
themſel ves men truly worthy of the name? 
We ſee in hiſtory all the arts and all the ſci- 
ences eſtabliſned in Greece, driven thence by 
fatal revolutions, tranſplanted into Italy, and at- 
terwards ſpreading their influence over all Eu- 
rope. But the obſtinate ignorance of my an- 
ceſtors prevented them from penetrating into 
theſe regions, and they advanced no farther 
than Poland. The Poles themſelves, as well 
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as the Germans, were formerly overſhadowed 
* by the ſame darkneſs in which we have lived 
© fill theſe days; but the indefatigable pains of 
thoſe who governed them at length opened 
their eyes, aud the arts, ſciences, and inſtitu- 
tions, that were once the boaſt of Greece, are 
become their own. It is now our turn: the 
zra of our glory and happineſs. is at hand; it 
you will but effectually ſecond: my endeavours, 
and apply to the ſtudy of ſciences and arts. 

© I cannot better compare their trauſmigration 
© than to the circulation of the blood in the hu- 
© man body; and, looking into futurity, I think 
© the time will come when they will abandon 
England, France, and Germany, to come. and: 
« refide for a few centuries. among us; and: then, 
perhaps, return to their ancient nurſery in 
© Greece. However this may be, I earneſtly 
© recommend: to you the precept, Ora et labora, 
Work and pray, and beg you to believe, that 
© if you follow it, we may, even in our own 
© times, excite. the envy of other civilized nations, 
and raiſe the glory of the Ruſſian name to the 
© higheſt pitch of fplendour.” 

The ſenators heard their monarch's diſcourſe 
with the moſt. reſpectful attention, and: aſſured 
him that they were ready to obey his orders, and 
follow his example. It is, however, probable, 
that the old Boyars liſtened to this harangue with 
more regret than admiration ; but it drew: tears 
from the. younger part of the aſſembly. 
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owed 
lived CIS. 
is of 
_ Peter's manner of living. 
titu- x 
are PETER roſe always very early in the 
the morning z even in winter at four o'clock. Al> 
„ ift maſt immediately after, he received reports af 
urs, public affairs, made a light breakfaſt, and at ſix 
went to the admitalty, ſenate, Kc. After his 
ion dinner, which was always at one o'clock, he 
hu- took his morning gown, and lay down to ſeep 
for two hour on his couch. At faur he return- 
on ed to the buſineſs he had laid aſide in the morn- 
ad ing, or examined what he had ordered to de 
2D, dane, 
in His table was frugal, and he loved only plat. 
ly diſhes, ſuch as ſoup with ſour cabbages in it, 
a, gruel, p 8 with ſour cream for ſauce, cold roaſt. 
at meat with pickled cucumbers or ſalted lemon 
n lampreys, ſalt meat, ham, and Limburg cheeſe, of 
s, which, as has been ſeen, he was exceedingly ad. 
e Before he ſat down to table he took a little ani: 
ſeed water, and, after the repaſt, drank a, kind 
© of Ruſſian beer, called guaſs*, or elſe Hungarian 
1 or red French wine. | 
| Whenever he went out in his carriage, he al- 
„ ways carried ſome cold proviſions with him, be- 
b 
| 


cauſe he ate little at a time and often, A 
the Czar never ſupped, the Empreſs: always fat 
down to table in the evening with the family) 
Peter never ate fiſh, becauſe it difagreed with- 
him. On faſt days he lived on. fruits, pulſe, - 
and f 
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Pray is light kind! of beer of : a reddiſh cen. 


and a tart taſte, 
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and paſtry*. During the laſt year of his life he 
refrained almoſt entirely from wine, drinking 
little or nothing beſides ki/s/aſebt/chi t, or now 
and then a little brandy. He afterwards took to 
drinking the wines of Cahors and Medoo; but 
having been ordered Hermitage wine by his phy- 
fician, Mr. Areſkin, on account of a diarrhea, 
of which he had an attack, he continued to drink 
it in preference to all others. 
Being one day at dinner at an Engliſh mer- 
chant's, of the name of Spelman, and drinkin 
there ſome excellent wine of that kind, he aſked 
him if he had a good ſtock of it ?—* I have 
© about forty bottles, anſwered Spelman. —* Spare 
them to me,” ſaid the Czar: you cannot be 
© without other wine equally good to give to your 
« gueſts.” | 
This great man was very gay in company, af- 
fable, and an enemy to ceremony. He liked peo- 


ple of a jovial diſpoſition, but could not bear ex- 


travagance. 

When he gave an entertainment, he took great 
pleaſure in ſeeing his gueſts in good humour, 
and drink fairly, even if they intoxicated 
themſelves. On ſuch occaſions, thoſe who af- 
feed a kind of ſqueamiſhneſs, and attempted to 

FRF flinch, 
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His grandſon, Peter III. had the ſame objection o 


fiſh, On repreſenting this to the Empreſs Elizabeth, 
who had the ſame averſion, and who nevertheleſs ob- 
ſerved the faſt days yery rigoroully, ſhe told him to eat 
in his own apartment, that he might not ſcandalize the 
court, | 

+ Kifslaſchtſchi is a fermented liquor not ſo ſtrong as 
guaſs, : It has a tart taſte, and the colour of a weak le- 
MOnace. | 4 | IP Y? 
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flinch, loſt his good graces, and, if taken in the 
fact, were obliged to drink a bumper. Diſ- 
putes or altercation were, in ſuch caſes, indiffe- 
rent to the Czar. 

A drunken general, with whom he was one 
day at table, ſaid he had ſerved him faithfully, 
and, in the long enumeration of his ſervices, 
particularly infiſted on his having conquered a 
city. The Emperor, inſtead of replying that he 
had been well rewarded, and had been made a 
general on that account, fined him in three bum- 
pers, which he drank to the health of His Ma- 
jeſty, the generals preſent, and the whole army. 
This amuſed the company, and ſilenced the 
boaſter. N 


Baton Iwan Antonownich Tſcherkaſſow. 


. 
Death f Peter the Great. 


THE death of the Czar has been ſo diffe- 
rently ſpoken of, that in Ruſſia, as well as abroad, 


the public does not know what to believe. I had 


the following- account from Counſellor Paulſon, 
ſurgeon to the court, who attended him in the 
laſt months of his life, under the direction of 
Doctor Bloumentroſt, in conjunction with Mr. 
' Horn, a celebrated Engliſh ſurgeon. 


During the winter of 1723 the Czar- felt pains 
in the urethra, occaſioned by a ſtoppage in the 


neck of the bladder. He mentioned it to nobody, 
ä | and 
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aud continued to drink ſtrong lquors, and to live 
in his uſual way, that he might the better con- 
ceal his diſeaſe from thoſe about him. 

Overcome, however, by the progreſs. of the 
diſcaſe and acute pain, he was no longer able to 
conceal his ſituation. He mentioned it firſt to 
his valet-de-chambte, and deſired him to pro- 
cure ſomething ſecretly to allay his ſufferings, 
ſtrictly forbidding him to divulge who was the 


patient. 
His ſervant, in obedience to this order, and 


to prevent any thing tranſpiring at court, took 
care not to apply to the Emperor's phyſician or 
ſurgeon,, but went to one of his friends, a Bra- 
bantine by birth, who had a little ſmattering of 
phyſic. Unfortunately, in the valet-de-cham- 
bre's opinion, this man was an Eſculapius, and 
gave him medicines of his own compoſition. 
The Czar took them, and at: firſt found ſome 
relief, but he was far from being really cured. 
Some time after, in the ſunimer of 1724, the 
diſeaſe made its appearance with more dangerous 
ſymptoms, being attended with a retention of 
urine and inſupportahle pain. 
The Emperor then made his phyſician ac- 
quainted with his condition, and, the uſe he had 
made of certain remedigs. Mr. Bloumentroſt 
ſaw at once the danger of the caſe; but, unwil- 
ling to undertake the cure alone, he ſent for the 
celebrated Doctor Bidlao, phyſician at Moſcow. 
In the mean time nothing was neglected ta 
ſtop the inflammation of the parts, and to, faci- 
litate a paſſage. Mr. Horn made uſe of the ca- 
theter repeatedly, withqut being able to pene- 
trate into the bladder, nothing diſcharging: but 


* and. matten ; and it Was nat without great 
difficulty 
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difficulty that he at length obtained about half a 
glaſs of 'urine. 

It is eaſy to conceive the dreadful pain the 
Czar muſt have ſuffered. During the operation 
he held Mr. Paulſon with one hand, and Mr. 
Liphold -with the other, with ſo much. farce, 
that he left livid ſpots upon their bodies. 

Bloumentroſt, the phyſician, did not venture 
to leave the court for ſeveral weeks together, 
having Meſſieurs Paulſon. and. Liphold continu- 
ally with him, to aſſiſt the Emperor as occaſion 
required. 

The Czar kept his bed conſtantly almoſt for 
four months. At the latter end of September he 
appeared better, and hopes were entertained of 
his cure. His pain abated, and the urine was 
carried off in the natural way. He then left his 
bed, walked about his room, and it was expect- 
ed that he would recover perfect health in a 
ſhort time. 

In the midſt of theſe fair appearances, the 
Czar, fancying he was no longer in danger, be- 
cauſe his paips abated and his ſtrength increaſed, 
thought he might venture abroad in the open 
air; and without conſulting his phyſician, or the 
perſons who. had care of him, gave orders to, 
prepare his yacht, and moor it on the Neva op- 
poſite to his palace. 

In the beginning of October, the autamnal 
ſcaſon being remarkably fine, he reſolved to ſai 
to Schliifſelburgh, with a view of viſiting the 
works on the lake of Ladoga, carried on under 
the direction of general Munich, the ſame wha 
was afterwards Field Marſhal. 

A little before his departure he ſent, orders ta 


Nx. Bloumentroſt to accompany: him, ru. 
319 the 
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the neceſſary medicines, and take with him the 
perſons whoſe aſſiſtance might be needful. 

Mr. Bloumentroſt, alarmed at this determi- 
nation, haſtened to court, and repreſented to the 
Czar, in the ſtrongeſt terms, the danger to which 
he expoſed himſelt, but all was ineffeftual. He 
embarked, and the Doctor was obliged to attend 
him, with Liphold the apothecary, and Paulſon 
the ſurgeon. 

From Schliiſſelburgh Peter followed the river 
as far as the canal of Ladoga, the works of 
which he found in an advanced ſtate. After 
| having examined every thing, and given orders 
to continue this aſtoniſhing undertaking, he re- 
embarked for Old Ladoga, went thence to No- 
vogorod, and afterwards to the extremity of 
Lake Ilmen, to viſit the ſalt works and the canal 
of Stara Rouſla, then carrying on, and intended 
to facilitate the carriage of the wood neceſlary in 
the cryſtallization of ſalt. 

The Czar's expedition laſted almoſt the whole 
month of October, but not without frequent 
ſymptoms of the return of his dijcaſe, which had 
not been perfectly cured. He 1cturned to Pe- 
ter ſburgh by water, and arrived there on the 
5th of November. Inſtead of landing, he con- 
tinued his voyage to Lachta, a village ſituated. 
on the gulph of Finland, and little diſtant from 
the court, with an intention of going thence to 
Siſterhoch to viſit a forge and manufactory of 
arms. 

But an unforeſeen accident at Lachta unfor- 
tunately renewed the ſufferings from which he 
had been partly delivered. | 

He was ſcarcely in port when he perceived a 
boat, at ſome diſtance at ſea, full of ſoldiers and 

= ſailors, 
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ſailors, and in danger of periſhing. The wea- 
ther was cloudy and the ſea rough, as frequently 
happens in the latter part of the autumn, and 
the violence of the waves had now drove the 
boat we have mentioned aground on a flat neaz 
Lachta. 

The Czar immediately ſent a veſſel to their aſ- 
ſiſtance; but, notwithſtanding the efforts of the 
crew, they could not get the other afloat. The 
Emperor, witneſs of this diſtreſſing ſpectacle, 
was afflited to fee how little they.exerted them- 
ſelves to ſave men half dead with fear from the 
fury of the waves. At once he took the reſo- 
lution of going himſelf, and finding that his boat 
could not advance to the ſhore on account of 
ſand banks, he waded into the water, up to his 
knees, and reached the boat that was aground. 
His preſence and example made every one re- 
double his efforts; the boat was ſoon got off, 
and the people it contained were ſaved. 'Thoſe 
who had ſuffered the moſt were carried, by his 
order, to the peaſants' houſes, where they were 
received with the kindeſt attention. 

The generous Czar was obliged to change his 
clothes; and, notwithſtanding the ſuddenneſs of 
the change from warm to cold, and from dry to 
wer, he did not appear to have injured his health. 
His mind was entirely occupied with the pleaſure 
of having ſaved a conſiderable number of men 
from periſhing, without being deterred an in- 
ſtant by the fear of a return of his diſeaſe, from 
which there was no hope of his recovering a ſe- 
cond time. 

He paſſed the night at Lachta, intending to 
go to Siſterboch the following day; but could 
not ſleep on account of a fever with which he 

: was 
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was ſeized, and a painful inflammation in the ab» 
domen. Orders, on this accoun*, were given to 
prepare every thing for his retyrn to Peterſburgh. 
Oa his arrival he found himfelt dangerouſly ill, 
was obliged to go to bed, and, from day to day, 
felt his old diſeaſe making a haſty prozrels.. 
Towards the month of December his ſituation 
was ſo alarming, and the ſymptoms of an inflam- 
mation in the inteſtines and bladder were io 
evident, that a gangrene was apprehended. 
Acute and continual pain indicated the Czar's 
approaching death, to which he reſigned him- 
ſelf with heroic firmneſs, and he expired on the 
28th of January, 1725, old ſtyle. 
Og opening the body, it appeared that a gan- 
grene had already taken place in the parts about 
the bladder, of which the ſphinQer was ſwell 
ed, and ſo hard as to be cut with difficulty with 
a biſtoury. | 
Counſellor Paulſon, ſurgeon to the court, who 
died in 1780, aged upwards of eighty years. 


CXI. 


Opinion of the celebrated Boerhaave, 725 of 
Phyle at Leyden, concerning the death of Peter 
the Great. | 


THE diſeaſe of the Czar growing every day 
more dangerous, Dr. Bloumentroſt, his phyhcian, 
and Dr. Bidloo, of Moſcow, were much alarm- 
ed at his ſituation, and not wiſhing ſo great a 
charge to reſt on them alone, prevgiled on the 
Empreſs 


PETER THE GREAT. 235 


Emprefs not only to call in the ſkilful part of the 
faculty at Peterſburgh, but alſo to conſult two 
of the moſt celebrated phyſicians in Europe, Dr. 
Stahl, of Berlin, and Dr. Boerhaave. 

Two couricrs were immediately diſpatched 
with a deſcription of the Emperor's diſeaſe, given 
by Dr. Bloumentroſt, one to the Ruſſian ambaſ- 
ſador at Berlin, to be communicated by him to 
Dr. Stahl, and the other to Count Golof kin, 
Ruſſian envoy at the Hague. The Count ſent 
his diſpatches without delay to Dr. Boerhaave at 
Leyden, who promiſed to give his opinion on the 
following day; but another courier ſoon announc- 
ed the Czar's death. 

Count Golofkin immediately informed Boer- 
haave of this event. That learned phyſician, on 
* the news, exclaimed with ſurpriſe, My: 
God, is it poſſible? What pity that ſo great 
* a man ſhould have died when a remedy of the 
_— of a few pence might have faved his 
life!“ | 

Converſing ſome days after with his nephew, 
Dr. Kauw, who afterwards took the name of 
Kauw Poerbaave, and became phyſician to. the 
Empreſs Elizabeth, concerning the ridiculous 


cuſtom of holding con ſultations “ 'Fhey are al- 


Ways uſeleſs, ſaid he, © becauſe they are not 
held in time, and feldom till the phyſician does 
not know what he is about.“ 
le afterwards adverted to the circumſtances 
of the Czar's diſeaſe, and aſſured him that it had 
been neglected at firſt, treated as ſlight after- 
wards, and not conſidered as ſerious till it was 
much too late. If I had been ſooner conſulted, 
added he, I could have cured him. His active 
© and laborious manner of hving would certaiuly - 
© have 
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-ave prolonged his days for forty years longer, 
if he had taken care of his health on this occa- 
« fion.” 


Dr. Kauw Boerhaave, phy ſician to the Empreſs 
Elizabeth. 


CXII. 
Monuments of Peter the Great. 


THE reader will not be diſpleaſed to hear 
what monuments remain of Peter the Great. 
This information cannot but be intereſting, and 
is a proper ſequel to the preceding anecdotes. 
Theſe monumeats are preſerved in the academy 
of Peterſburgh. They were depoſited there af- 
ter his death, and are readily ſhown to the lo- 
vers of curioſities, 

There is, in the firſt place, among the apart- 
ments allotted to the academy, a cabinet in which 
are the portraits of the Czars and Czarinas, and 
of the princes and princeſſes of the Imperial 
blood, all painted in oil, and copied from the 
originals, from Iwan Waſſiliowitſch down to 
the Empreſs Elizabeth Petrowna. | 

The ceiling is ornamented with a painting in 
Freſco, in which Peter the Great is repreſeated 
crowned by Immortality with a garland of ſtars. 
Oppoſite the door is a figure in wax of the Czar, 
as large as life, fitting on a throne, and placed 
under a canopy. He is dreſſed in a blue filk coat, 
embroidered with filver : his ſtockings are of a 
dark red colour, with ſilver clocks : his ſhoes are 


old, 


PETER THE GREAT. 237 


old, and newly foled, ſuch as he uſed to wear. 
The face is modelled after the caſt in plaſter 
taken at his death. The little wig he wears is 
made of his own hair, Having cut it off on ac- 
count of the exceſſive heat, during the war in 
Perſia in 1722, he ordered it to be made into 
this very wig, which he kept in his pocket in the 
day-time, and wore at night to guard againſt the 
coldneſs of the nocturnal air. 
Oruer his coat is the blue ribbon of the order 
of St. Andrew, with the ſtar embroidered in 
ſilver on his left breaſt, and over his waiſtcoat a 
{word belt, likewiſe embroidered in filver, in 
which is a hanger, with a hilt of jaſper, a pre- 
ſeat from King Auguſtus. 
This was the dreſs worn by Peter at Moſcow 
in 1724, when he declared his wife Catherine 
Empreſs, and placed the crown upon her head 
with his own hands. This was the firſt and laſt 
time of his life that he dreſſed himſelf with ſo 
much magnificence. 

The embroidery of both coat and belt was the 
work of the Empreſs and her women. 

The face in which are glaſs eyes, tolerably 
well executed, has little or no reſemblance of the 
Czar. His cheeks are plump ; but here they are 
hollow, or flat at leaſt. This, no doubt, pro- 
ceeded from the preſſure of the plaſter on the 
flaccid muſcles of the corpſe, an inconvenience 
that the artiſt ſhould have rectified while the wax 
was warm. 

On each fide of the throne is a cabinet, con- 
taining the clothes worn by the Czar. In one is 
his uniform of colonel of the Preobraſchenſki 
regiment of guards. The coat is green, of a 
very tine Dutch cloth, and lined with filk, which 

appears 
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appears to have been formerly green, but to have 
changed into a kind of blue. The buttons are 
large, and of copper, gilt. 

His hat“, Which is quite plain, is alſo to be 
ſeen here, as is his gorget of ſilver, gilt, and 
uniform ſword, with a black gripe, and copper 
Mel. There are alſo two ſpontoons ; one he 
made uſe of in his youth, when he raiſed a re- 
gular company of foot; the other, which is 

nper by a third, when he was made colone]) 
of the Preobraſchenſki regiment of guards. 

In the other cabinet is preferved a waiſtcoat of 
elk Min, the ſame that he wore in all his battles, 
a pair of jack boots, his nightcap of coarſe linen, 
with a green ribbon ; a pair of coloured worſted 
ſtockings, mended in ſeveral places, and a pair 
of ſhoes, which had been ſeveral times ſoled, 
and which were the laſt pair he wore. | 

A nail placed in the frame of a cabinet door, 
marks the height of Peter the Firſt, whoſe 
ſtature was three ar/chin, wanting two wer/ſchock, 
Ruſſian meaſure, or about ſix feet feven inches 
Engliſh. 

In a corner of the fame cabinet is the Em- 
peror's famous dubina +, This is the name 

given 


1 * — 


In the cock of the hat is a hole made by a muſket 
ball in an action with.the Swedes, When the Land- 
gravine of Heſſe Caſſel came to Peterſburgh in 1775, 
ſhe paid a viſit to the cabinet of curiofities and natural 
hiſtory at the academy. When ſhe ſaw the figure of 
Peter the Great; fhe looked at it for fome time with an 
air of aſtoniſhment, At the ſight of the hat ſhe ſhowed 
a ſtrong emotion, took it, kiſſed it, and cried out with 
tranſport, © What a great man !* 


+ The word bing properly ſignifies, in the Ruſſian 
tongue, a large ſcick. 
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given to the Emperor's cane, which is a ſtout 
joint, with an ivory head. He often made It, 
as has been ſaid above, the inſtrument of juſtice 
when he puniſhed inattention and forgetfulneſs 
of his orders. | 

There is an inſtance of this which I cannot 
help relating. I once attended one of the prin- 
cipal officers of the court of the Empreſs ER- 
zabeth, who, in his youth, had been about the 

rſon of Peter the Firſt, to the library and ca- 
- binets of the academy. When I told him that 
the Czar ufually carried this cane, he interru 
me by ſaying, © Spare yourſelf the trouble of 
© ſaying auy more: I have been longer and bet- 
© ter acquainted with it than you. In my youth 
I have often felt the weight of it on my ſhoul- 
ders.“ | ; 

la the anti-Chamber of this cloſet is a turning 
lathe at which the Czar worked. A great quan- 
tity of his productions, in this way, are preſerved. 
Connoiſſeurs admire, above all, a large ivory 
chandelier for twenty-four candles, in the middle 
of which he had turned a ſtar of ſeveral rays. ' 
"This valuable work, worthy of the moſt able 
artiſt, was intended for the cathedral of Peterſ- 
burgh, He worked at it for ſeveral years with 
indefatigable application, meaning to render it 
his maſterpiece. This was the occupation to 
which he devoted the moments of leiſure left him 
by the important concerns of the ſtate. 

A repreſentation of the memorable events in 
the war between Sweden and Ruſſia, in the reign 
of the Czar, is alſo ſhown on bas reliefs of cop- 
per. It was from theſe models that he intended 
to turn a column, in the manner of Trajan's, 
and to call it Peter's column, Colonna Petrina. 


He 
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He purpoſed placing his ſtatue on the top, and 
four inſcriptions on the baſe. 

The horſe he rode at the battle of Pultowa is 
ſtuffed, and depoſited in the cabinet of natural 
hiſtory, It is an animal of moderate fize, and 
of the Perſian breed: it is bridled, has a 
velvet ſaddle, and a houſing embroidered with 
gold, the ſame it wore in the battle. The length 
of the ſticrups, which are ſcarcely a foot from 
the ground, prove the tall ſtature of the Czar. 

Befide the horſe is a very large Daniſh dog, 
Which almoſt always followed the Emperor, even 
when he was with the army; and near it is the 
faithful Liſette. The important ſervice ſhe did 
an unfortunate man has been mentioned above. 
She died while Peter was living, who, out of 
fondneſs, had her ſtuffed, and placed under a 
glaſs, as ſhe is now to be ſeen. | 

There is alſo in the ſame place a bar of iron, 
weighing an hundred and twenty pounds, on 
Which is an inſcription, ſignifying that it was 
forged by Peter the Great at the forges at Olo- 
nez, ſituated on the other ſide of the lake of 
Ladoga, the 12th of October, ſome months be- 
fore his death. 3 

There is a circular room, erected on the ſpot 
of a former one, which was burnt in 1748, and 
in which the great globe of Gottorp was depo- 
ſited. This apartment now contains what formerly 
compoſed the cabinet of Peter the Great. He 
was very fond of this place, where he did not 
find it difficult to fancy himſelf in converſation 
with all the mules. 

There are to be ſeen in it a number of models 
of ſhips of war, gallies, half gallies, and mer- 


chant veſſels of every kind. It is well known that 
the 
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the Czar, having ſeen in England and Holland 
many models of ſhips, ſtudied them aſſiduouſly, 
compared them, and liſtened with attention to 
all arguments concerning the advantages and diſ- 
advantages of each. That he might not be de- 
ceived in ſo important a matter, he would nor 
adopt either of them entirely. From all he bore 
rowed what he thought moſt worthy of imita- 
tion, but without believing that the point of per- 
fection was attained. 

Among theſe models is an admirable one of an 
Engliſh ſhip of war of an hundred and twenty 
guns, with all its parts. The guns are braſs, 
and placed on carriages proportioned to their 
ſize. This maſterpiece was given to Peter the 
Great by King William the Third, and the moſt 
acceptable preient he could make him. 

It was from this model, with ſome alterations, 
that the admiralty of Peterſburgh afterwards 
built a large ſhip of an hundred and thirty-one 
guns, in honour of the Czar, whoſe name it 
bore. It was long preſerved in good repair, even 
in the reign of the Empreſs Anne Iwanowna, 
being one of the fleet that blocked up the port 
of Dantzick during the ſiege in 1733. 

In the ſame apartment are a great number of 
aſtronomical inſtruments ; celeſtial and terreſtrial 
globes of different ſizes; an orrery, made at 
London in 1714 by the celebrated Rowley, and 
preſentcd to Peter the Firſt by Mr. Factory. This 
machine repreſents the courle of the planets, and 
of the ſun, with their true diſtances and mo- 
tions, according to the Copernican ſyſtem. There 
are alſo ſeveral ſeaman's compaſſes, and a load- 
ſtone ſet in copper, of uncommon ſize, which 
attracts a mals of iron of more than thirty pounds 

N weight. 
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weight. In the middle of the apartment ſtands 


a terreſtrial globe, fix feet in diameter, in a braſs 


frame, preſented by the States General to Czar 
Alexis Michailowitſch, father of Peter the Firſt. 

The famous globe of Gottorp, eleven feet and 
a half in diameter, ſtood in the ſame place. After 


it was burnt in 1748, Scot, the celebrated Eng- 


liſh mechanic, employed the ſkeleton in making 
another, which coſt him ſeven years labour. It 
was placed in an apartment built on purpoſe be- 
hind the academy, where it is ſtill to be ſeen. 

It is the largeſt globe in the univerſe, its dia- 
meter being ſeveral fect greater than that at the 
obſervatory at Paris*. Adam Bouſch made it 
at Gottorp in 1664, under the direction of the 
celebrated Olearius, for Frederick the Third, 
Duke of Holſtein. 

When Peter, after the conqueſt of Tunnin- 
gen in 1713, ſaw himſelf and his allies maſters 
of the dominions of the Duke d Holſtein 
Schleſwig, he viſited Schleſwig, and remarking 
this globe among a number of curioſities, ſeemed 
very deſirous of poſſeſſing it. As ſoon as the 
guardian of the young Duke Charles Frederick 
heard this, he offered it, ia quality of adminiſ- 
trator, to the Czar, in the name of the ſtate. 
His Majeſty accepted it with joy, and told him 

that 


— — — — 


_ * Although it is aſſetted that the two globes, made 
in 1704 for Cardinal d' Etrees, by Coronelli, a Ve- 
netian, and depoſited in one of the lower rooms of the 
King's library at Paris, arc as large as that of Gattorp, 
they are nevertheleſs much inferior to it in one retpect. 
The former, together, repreſent the celeſtial and ter- 
Teſtrial globes; whereas in that of Ruſſia the two 
globes are united. Its convex ſurface repreſents the 
carth, and its Concat ity the heavenly conſtellations. 
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that the people of Schleſwig could not make him 
a more acceptable preſent. 

This enormous machine was put up with all 
poſſible care, according to the Czar's orders, 
and put on board a ſhip commanded by an officer 
of the Ruſſian navy, who landed it at Revel. 
The following winter it was tranſported to Pe- 
terſburgh on a ſledge made on purpoſe. To fa- 
cilitate its carriage, a number of peaſants were 
employed to mend and widen the roads through 
Eſthonia and Finland. In many places, where 
the road paſſed through woods, they were obliged 
to fell the trees on each ſide, often to the extent 
of two leagues, to render the road practicable, 

This illuſtrious lover of the arts and ſciences 
was ſo pleaſed with the poſſeſſion of this globe, 
that immediately on his return to Peterſburgh 
he went to ſee it; and that he might have it as 
near him as poſſible, he ordered a magnificent 
apartment to be preparcd for its reception at Pe- 
terhoff. He went thither every day, and examin- 
ed it ſometimes for whole hours with the greateſt 
attention and ſatisfaction. 

As its external ſurface repreſents the figure 
and di viſions of the earth, fo docs irs inſide offer 
to the eye a very exact repreſentation of the ſtars 
of the two hemiſpheres according to their ſize, 
figure, and reciprocal ſituation. The different 
planets are emboſſed in gold. Whoever wiſhes 
to ſee them, gets into the globe by aſcending ſe- 
veral ſteps. In the cavity is a round table for a 
light, with benches round it for ten or twelve 
perſons, and a winch, by means of which and an 
Archimedes' ſcrew, the globe tuxas on its axis, 
and the ſpectator enjoys the curious fight of the 
rotatory motion of the ſtars without feeling any 


himſelt. 
M 3 This 
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This admirable machine is now more perfect 
than it was formerly. By the maker many parts of 
our globe were ſtill unknown, and ſeveral coun- 
tries and ſeveral ſeas. then known were badly de- 
lineated. To remedy theſe defects, when it was 
repaired after the fire, the academy ordered 
ſpaces to be left for any new diſcoveries that might 
be made. Mr. Trouſkot, aſſiſtant academician, 
has been employed to add the moſt modern diſ- 
coveries in the northern and ſouthern oceans. It 
advances, however, ſlowly. A third part of it 
was finiſhed in 1766; but from that time till 
1775, that is during the whole time Count Wo- 
lodimir Orloff was preſident of the academy, 
nothing was done. It is only within theſe two 
years that this intereſting work is again going 
forward. 

In the cabinet of jewels are preſerved not only 
"the antique Greck and Roman coins and medals 
in gold, ſilver, and copper, but all the modern 
ones of the different ſtates of Europe. There is 
alſo in the ſame place another valuable collection 
made by the Czar, of Ruſſian coins and me- 
dals; Japaneſe, Chineſe, and Indian poignards, 
with gold hilts; vaſes, bracelets, jewels, horſe 
furniture, &c. found in the tombs of Tartar 
princes, probably cotemporaries of Gengis-Kan, 
which monuments Peter the Great ordered ro be 
opened : there is allo a gold box with a ſecret 
ſpring, and ornamented with two portraits of the 
Counteſs of Coſel, then miſtreſs of Auguſtus III. 
of Poland, by whom it was given to the Czar. 
In the firſt this lady is repreſented in a rich dreſs, 
and in the ſecond, which is in the inſide of the 
lid, ſhe appears in the voluptuous diforder of a 
woman who yields to the deſires of her lover. 

| , In 
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In the ſame place is an oval ſtone, of a yel- 
lowiſh colour, ſtreaked with brown, four or five 
inches long, and two thick, in good preſervation, 
on which are the following words in letters raiſed 
above the ſurface :—* Aquila Borealis extendet 
© alas ſuas ſupra Baſphorum, & mare Balthi- 
cum: i.e, The Eagle of the North ſhall 
© ſtretch his wings over the Black and Baltic ſeas.“ 

This ſtone was preſented to the Czar in 
1699, when he made the conqueſt of Azoph, 
and he was aſſured that it had been found by a 
farmer in his field. The Prince, though then 
young, was not impoſed upon by this flattering 
deception.—* The ſtone,” ſaid he, elevating his 
ſhoulders and ſhaking his head, is a natural 
production, the wiſh excellent, and the writing 
© a fraud. It was indeed evident that the ſur- 
face of the ſtone had been hollowed by ſome 
corroſive matter, except the letters, which had 
been covered with wax or gum, to give them the 
appearance of a bas relief. 

A cup is alſo to be ſeen, which Peter received 
as a preſent from the admiralty when the ſhip 
that was built under his direction was launched. 
It was preſented to him with as many roubles as 
the ſhip was built to carry guns, according ta 
'the Ruſſian cuſtom. 

There is alſo another, which he received from 


the hands of the Empreſs, and which contained, 


inſtead of roubles ſixty-five medals of Dacier, 
repreſenting a ſucceſſion of French kings. She 
preſented it to him on the launching of another 
ſhip of ſixty-five guns, built likewiſe under his 

direction. | 
A gold vaſe, nearly of the ſhape of a porrin- 
ger, the outſide and lid enamelled, and ornamented 
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with precious ſtones, repreſenting groupes of 
figures, in cameo, both antique and modern, 
The king of Denmark, after having made ule 
of it to drink the health of Peter the Great, 
7 it as a preſent to the Empreſs Catherine the 

irſt. 5 

In the ſame cabinet is a bureau of walnut- tree, 
with a common deſk. This piece of furniture 
was always uſed by Czar Peter, and by its 
heighth, which is about five feet ſix inches Eng- 
liſh, proves his extraordinary ſtature. I have 


| Teen few men able to lean with their arms upon 


the deſk, and many who could only reach it with 
their hands. 

In the ſame place a filver cup is alſo worthy of 
notice. It was preſented to the Czar with the 
keys of the city of Derbent, wrapped up in a 
very rich ſtuff, when this fortified place, which 
was the bulwark of the Perſian fronticrs, was 
obliged to capitulate in 1722, after a long ſiege. 

Oppoſite the cloſet where theſe keys are pre- 
ſerved is a little table, with two thick port folios 
on it: they contain upwards of two hundred 
leaves of vellum, on which are repreſentations 
of fruits, flowers, ſhells, butterflies, and inſects, 
admirably painted by the famous Mrs. Merian. 
Peter bought theſe beautiful paintings at a very 
high price at Amſterdam of her heirs, kept them 
always in the drawers of his bureau, and took 
great pleaſure in looking at them from time to 
time. 

In his laſt journey to Holland in 1717 he took 
into his ſervice the daughter of Mrs. Merian, 
who, inheriting her mother's taſte, was alſo a 
painter of natural hiſtory, and with her Mr. 


Xe], her huſband, a good Swiſs painter. — 
ent 


the Emperor. 
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ſent them to Peterſburgh in a Ruſſian veſſel, 
where they were.made members of the academy 
that had juſt been founded, They both died at 
a very advanced age in the reign of the Empreſs 


In the apartment allotted to geography is a 
very neat plan, drawn by the Czar's own hand, 
after which the port of Cronſtadt was built, and 
the place fortified, as they remain to this day. 
In the ſame place is a map of the country about 
Peterſburgh, ſuch as it was when the Czar made 
himſelf maſter of it, and before the foundation 
of the city. It was then a wild boggy place, 
overgrown with wood, where nubody but Peter 
would have thought of ſo arduous a taſk as build- 
ing a city. Notwithſtanding the obſtacles op- 
poſed by nature on every ſide, this great man 
found means not only to render his deſign poſ- 
ſible, but alſo to execute it entirely in the ſpace 
of a few years. 

All that appears cultivated in this canton is 
confined to ſome few ſpots of ground in the vi- 
cinityz a hamlet, and a gentleman's country 
houſe on the left fide of the Neva, which dif- 
appeared at the beginning of the Swediſh war. 
This place is now in the center of the city, and 
is the reſidence of the firſt apothecary to the 
court. On the oppoſite fide of the river is ſeen 
a wretched hot that belonged to a fiſherman, 
near. the place where the Czar remained ſeveral 
days in a little building haſtily erected, and con- 
fiſting of a hall, two rooms, and a kitchen, all 
together about fifty-four feet long, and eightecn 
broad. This building, as we have ſaid before, 
ſtill exiſts in the ſame ſtate as when inhabited by 
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Towards Vibourg, near the little river Ochta, 
where the Imperial village of the ſame name is 
ſituated, we perceive a. very handſome villa, 
which was the reſidence of the Swediſh gover- 
nors of Carelia. 

A- conſiderable number of manuſcripts in the 
hand-writing of Peter are alſo. preſerved. On 
peruſing them, we ſee that this aſtoniſhing ge- 
nius was as laconic and expreſſive in his ſtile as 
full of order and force in his reaſoning. 

There- is a particular cabinet at. the court, 
called Peter the Great's Cabinet, where, among 
a number of his manuſcripts, is the journal he 
kept during the Swediſh war. 

The Empreſs Catherine the Second, protec- 
treſs of the ſciences, and the Imperial chamber- 
lain, Prince Schtſcherbatow, chief herald. at 
arms, ordered theſe valuable memoirs to be print- 
ed in 1732, in two volumes in quarto. Almoſt 
immediately after three tranſlations appeared; 
two in French at Berlin and Riga, and the third 
in German at Leipſick. | 

Prince Schtſcherbatow, ſo well known by his 
hiſtorical abilities, has already given to the pub- 
lic ſeveral volumes of the Czar's original letters, 
of which he ſuperintended the printing himſelf. 

Many letters written in Peter the Great's own 
hand are preſerved by ſome of the moſt noble 
Ruſſian families, ſuch as the Scheremetoff, the 
Tcherniſcheff, the Apraxin, &c. at whoſe houſes 
I remember to have ſeen a very large collection. 

Count Scheremetoff, high chamberlain of 
Ruſſia, printed in 1774 an elegant edition of 
three hundred and eighteen letters, with this 
title—LzTTERS FROM PETER THE GREAT 
To FIELD MarsHAL CounT Boris PETRO- 


WITSCH 
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WITSCH SSHEREME TOFTr, KNIGHT OF MAL» 
TA, OF sr. ANDREW, OF THE WHITE EA- 
GLE AND ROYAL On DER Or PRUSSIA, AND 
SINCE OF THE PRivy COUNCIL. 

Among thoſe poſſeſſed by the family of Aprax- 
in, I found one very remarkable, the reading of 
which gave me great pleaſure. It is written from 
the field of battle at Pultowa, the 11th of July, 
1709, at nine o'clock in the evening, to his fa- 
vourite miniſter and high admiral, Feodor Math- 
weiſtch Apraxin, The Czar, after having re- 
lated in few words the complete victory he had 
juſt obtained over Charles the Twelfth, and the 
entire ruin of the Swediſh army, concludes in 
theſe remarkable words“ I think we ſhall now 
© remain maſters of Peter ſburgh and its. depen» 
© dencies.” | 

I have thought proper to give a minute detail 
of all the monuments of Peter the Great, be- 
cauſe no mention 1s made of them in the different 
lives of this prince that have been publiſhed, nor 
in any other book that has come to my knowledge. 

It remains for me to ſpeak of things of far 
greater importance; of the uſeful, valuable, and 
aſtoniſhing monuments which the creator of 
Ruſſia left to his country and his heirs. What 
I ſhall ſay on this ſubject, I do not pretend to 
give to my readers as anecdotes z for what can I 
ſay that fame has not already made known to the 
univerſe ? I thall theretore be content to give a 
brief account of all which this wonderful genius 
did for the glory and aggrandiſement of his empire, 
by the indefatigable activity, prudence, courage, and 
reſolution, with which he ſubdued every obſtacle. 

He made the Perſians, Turks, Tartars, and 
other neighbouring nations, reſpe& his name; 
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obtained the higheſt conſideration in the qourts 
of Europe, and with ſeveral of them made trea- 
ties of alliance. He raiſed a well-diſciplined 
army of more than two hundred thouſand men; 
a complete corps of engineers and artillery ; three 
regiments of guards, | xr together a body 
of ten or twelve thouſand men; fitted out a pow- 
erful fleet; and eſtabliſhed a dock yard abun- 
dantly ſtocked with all neceſſaries. He built 
ports on the Caſpian, Baltic, and Black Seas; 
made the conqueſt of Livonia, Eſthonia, Ingria, 
Carelia, &c. He fortified towns and important 
harbours, and eſtabliſhed commercial intercourſe 
with all the nations of Europe and a great part 
of Aſia; with the noble canals of Ladoga and 
Wiſchniewolotſchok ; an eaſy communication be- 
tween the Caſpian Sea and the Baltic by the Vol- 
"il by means of an infinite number of ſmall 

ams added to that river; the opening of the 
canal of Zarizin, which, by joining the Don and 
the Volga, forms a communication between the 
Black Sea, the Caſpian, and the Baltic; the city 
of Peterſburgh and port of Cronſtadt, built in 
the midſt of foreſts and moraſſes, The villas 
and beautiful gardens of Peterhoff, Strelna, and 
Oranienbaum; the magnificent convent, ere&ted 
near Peterſburgh, in honour of St. Alexander 
Newfky, as much venerated in Ruſſia for his vir- 
tues as for his heroic qualities; founderies of can- 
non, and forges for arms and anchors; manufac- 
tories of canvas, woollen, and ſilken ſtuffs, &c. A 
new arfenalat Moſcow ; building docks at Peterſ- 
burgh, Archangel, Voroneſch, &c. 'Two hofpitals 
founded at Peterſburgh ; one for the land, the 


other for the ſea forces; a noble hoſpital at Moſ- 


cow; an aſylum for orphans ; ſeveral 9 
or 
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or poor and aged perſons; a mint at Peterſburgh, 
and another at Moſcow; mines opened and forges 
erected in Siberia and other provinces of the em- 
pire; churches, in a new ſtyle of building; a 
naval academy at Peterſburgh; a mathematical 
ſchool at Moſcow; a public library; a cabinet 
of arts and natural hiſtory; a ſynod, or ſupreme 
eccleſiaſtical tribunal; a ſenate for the firſt court 
of juſtice of all Ruſſia; ſeveral colleges or boards 
to ſuperintend and direct the different depart- 
ments; regulations relative to the affairs of the 
church, and various functions of ſpiritual em- 
ployments; articles of war for the ſea and land 
ſervice, in the preambles to which the duties of 
the perſons belonging to the different boards and 
offices are defined; an exchange, and very com 
modious warehoulcs ; tranquillity inſured from 
abroad by a well-guarded frontier and the reſpec- 
tability of his government; and, notwithſtand= 
ing ſo many long and expenſive wars, inſtead of 
debt, ſeveral millions of ſavings in the public trea- 
ſury. Theſe are ſpeaking monuments, which 
will loudly proclaim to every age that this nor- 
thern hero was equally good and great. Such 
were the fruits of the government of this extra- 
ordinary perſonage, ſuch the ever-memorable ex- 
ample he left to poſterity, in the adminiſtration 
of the greateſt emp.re in the univerſe ! 

We owe the laſt monument of this great man 
to Theophanes, archbiſhop of Novogorod, his 
aſſiſtant and co-operator in the means he employ- 
ed to baniſh ſuperſtition and ignorance from his 
ſtates. This illuſtrious prelate cauſed a medal 
to be ſtruck after his death, repreſenting the 
apotheoſis of the Czar, who appears to ſhed 
tears, and looking down upon Ruſſia to pro- 

nounce 
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nounce theſe words, which ſerve as an in» 
ſcription—* Behold in what ſituation I leave 
© you!” 


CXIII. 


Letter of Peter the Great, written at Pultowa 
the 27th of June, 11709, at nine o'clock in 
the evening, to Admiral Feodor Mataweitſch 
Apraxin. 


THIS is to inform you, that, by God's 
bleſſing and the bravery of my troops, I have 
Juſt obtained a complete and unexpected victory 
without much effuſion of blood. Theſe are the 
particulars of the action. 

This morning the enemy's cavalry and infantry 
attacked my cavalry, which gave way with con- 
ſiderable loſs, after a brave reſiſtance. 

The enemy then formed themſelves in line of 
battle exactly oppoſite our camp. I drew imme- 
diately our infantry out of the entrenchments to 
oppoſe the Swedes, and placed our cavalry on 
the two wings. * 

The enemy on ſeeing this, nade a movement 
to attack us. Our troops advanced to meet 
them, and received them in ſuch a manner, that 
the enemy deſerted the field of battle after little 
or no reſiſtance, leaving us in poſſeſſion of a num- 
ber of cannon, colours, and ſtandards. Field- 
marſhal General Reinſchild, Generals Schlippen- 
bach, Stackelberg, Hamilton, and Roſen, are 
among the priſoners; as are alſo Count Piper, 

prime 
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prime miniſter, Secretaries Imerlin and Ceder- 


heilm, and ſeveral thouſand officers and ſoldiers. 
I will ſend you in a little time a more circumſtan- 
tial account; at preſent 1 am too buly to ſatisfy 
your curioſity entirely. In few words, the ene- 
my's army has met with the fate of Phaeton. 
I can give you no account of the king, not know- 
ing whether he be in the number of the living, 
or gone to ſleep with his fathers. I have ſent 
Prince Galitzin and Bawer with part of the ca- 
valry in purſuit of the runaways. I congratulate 
you on this good news, and beg all the magiſ- 
trates and officers of my empire to conſider it as 
a happy omen. 

P. S. Thank God the foundations of Peterſ- 
burgh are firmly laid. 


Tranſlated from the original in the Ruſſian 
tongue by Jacob Stzzhlin, 


CXIV. 
Of the birth of Peter the Great. 


IN the fortunate reign of the Emperor Alexis 
Michailowitſch there were at Moſcow two prieſts 
of great underſtanding and uncommon know- 
ledge, particularly ſkilled in aftrology. One of 
them, Simeon Polotlky, author of a well-known 
work, entitled Vocation to the Ecelgſiaſtical State 
of Life, had been tutor to young Prince Feodor 
Alexiewitſch; the other, Dmitri deat,” . 

ever 
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ſeveral works, the beſt known of which is, The 
Lives of the Holy Fathers. 

Theſe two learned men obſerved every night 
the courſe of the ſtars, and publiſhed ſeveral pro- 
phecies concerning Ruſſia and other countries. 

Czar Alexis Michailowitſch married the 28th 
of- Auguſt, 1671, the Empreſs Natalia Kirilowna 
Narichkina, by whom he had Peter the Firſt, 
afterwards ſurnamed the Great. The very night 
of the marriage a brilliant ſtar was perceived 
quite cloſe to the planet Mars, and was thought 
by the two aſtrologers to be a good omen. They 
declared the happy influence it would have, as 
well as the other ſtars, on the child juſt con- 
_ and determined that he ought to be named - 

eter. 

The day after Polotſky waited on the Czar, 
wiſhed him much happineſs, as well as to the 
child the Empreſs had conceived, which, he ſaid, 
would be born on the 3oth of May follow- 
ing. 

5 This prince,“ continued he, © will ſucceed 
© you, and acquire great glory: his fame will 
ever increaſe. He will obtain ſurpriſing victo- 
ries over his enemies: a great number of them 
will fall beneath the edge of his ſword. He 
will triumph over his neighbours, and his great 
deeds will ſurpaſs all thoſe of his predeceſſors. 
He will travel in the countries adjacent to his 
own, and among far diſtant nations; but he 
will meet with many obſtacles among his own 
people. He will be obliged to ſtruggle with 
many diſorders and rebellions, and in the courſe 
of his reign great works will be carried on by. 
{ca and land. 

He 
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© He will be ſeen among the wicked, encou- 
© raging induſtrious men, preſerving religion in 
its purity, and doing many glorious things, 
as the ſtars certainly proclaim, I have ſeen 
all I have told Your Majeſty, as in a looking- 
glaſs, and have the honour of preſenting it 
© to you in writing. — By way of inſpiring more 
confidence in his predictions, Polotiky ſigned the 
paper that contained them, and preſented it to 
the Emperor. 

The Czar took the writing, read it, and af- 
terwards ordered one of his attendants to read it 
aloud. He then ſent for his wife, roſe with 
great gaiety from his ſeat as ſoon as ſhe made her 
appearance, and, giving her a kiſs, introduced 
Polotſky to her, and told her all the good for- 
tune promiſed her by this Jearned man's predic- 


tions. Polotſky repeated them to the Empreſs, 


and added, You will ſuffer violent pains of 
© parturiency for three days before you lie in; 
© but your Majeſty and the new-born prince will 
© be both preſerved by the protection of Al- 
mighty God.” 

On ſaying this, Polotſky left the palace. Per- 
ceiving on his return home, that he was followed 
by four non- commiſſioned officers, he aſked them 
the reafon ? 'They told him they were ordered to 
attend upon him, and obey his orders. Theſe 
four men remained with him till the 1ſt of No- 
vember. On that day the Emperor ſent for him, 
and they had a long converſation on theology. 

Polotſky aſſured the prince, that, by the per- 
miſſion of God, the courſe of the ſtars plainly 
diſcovered the preſent and the future. His Ma- 
jeſty made him ſtay to dinner, granted him mw 

acccis 
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acceſs to the court, and acquainted the Empreſs 
with the ſubject of their converſation. 

When Polotſky withdrew, he no longer per- 
ceived the non- commiſſioned officers who had be- 
fore attended him. | 

The 28th of May, 1672, when Polotſky was 
at the palace, the Empreſs felt the pains of child- 
birth. He went into the apartment, whither 
the Czar uſed to retire, and found him very ſor- 
rowful. Polotſky deſired every body to with- 
draw, exhorted him to place his confidence in 
God, and to pray without ceaſing, and repeated 
that the Empreſs's pains would continue during 
three or four days. 

This venerable eccleſiaſtic remained by the ſide 
of the Czar continually in prayer. In the mean 
time the Czarina's fituation became ſo alarming, 
that the ſacrament was adminiſtered to her. Po- 
lotiky did every thing in his power to tranquil- 
lize the Czar and the whole court, all of whom 
were fluctuating between hope and fear.—* Cer- 
© tainly* ſaid he, Her Majeſty will not die, 
© and in five hours ſhe will bring a ſon into the 
© world.'—Four hours were already expired, 
and the fifth was begun, when Polotſky fell on 
his knees, and prayed to God that ſhe might 
not be delivered in leſs than an hour.— What 
© wiſh is that?” ſaid the Czar, angrily: * my 
wife is inſenſible, and dying.'—* Great mo- 
narch,* cried Polotſky, © if the prince be born 
in the firſt half hour, he will die at about his 
fiftieth year; but if he do not come into the 
world till the laſt, he will live to the age of ſe- 
venty. During this converſation the Empreſs 
was brought to bed of Peter Alexiewitſch. The 


Czar was called to her bedſide; and when he 
returned, 
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returned, he told the aſtrologer that ſhe had 
borne him a ſon, and thanked him for the prayer 
he had addreſſed to heaven. | © 

This event took place on the zoth of May, 
1672. The child was baptiſed by Polotſky, who 
named him Peter, and his holiday is kept on the 
29th of June, the day ſacred to the Prince of 
the Apoſtles. 


Letter from Profeſſor Grævius, of Utrecht, to 
Mr. Nicholas Heinſius at Moſcow ; with the 
Engliſh Tranſlation. 


AUE, tempore quo princeps juventutis ru- 
thenice Petrus Moſcovie in lucem editus, acci- 
diſſe & ex curſu ſtellarum obſervata fuiſſe, ſcribis, 
aſtrologi neftri, & quetquot vaticiniis inhiant, ac 
futurorum prediftis fludent, tanquam omnia me- 
moratu digna notaverunt, hoc addito, eadem na- 
tivitatis die Regem Galliarum Rhenum, Turcarum 
vero Imperatoren: Tyram cum exercitu trajeciſſe ; 
ilum inde IV. provincias federati Belgii, hunc 
vero Podoliam & Caminiecum debellaſſe. Eoque 
magis ominatores naſtri, qui, ex certo ſideram po- 
fitu, & rebus alibi eadem tempore geſtis, fata ho- 
minibus pandere & predicare preſumint, Hari- 
flantur, neonatum puerum olim bellicoſum, inclytum 
ac heſtibus infeſtum evaſurum. Verum hæc omnia 
fortuita gf arbitror, e ſque parum, pro ut tu ipſe 
facere videris, tribuere ſoleo. Sit modo ſus tempore 
Petrus banis paſtor non! near, ut tandem Scythicam 
barbariem qua ſeptentrionales maxime & pellite 
gentes tnfuſcantur legibus ſalutaribus latis devin= 
cere fit. Vale! 


THE 
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THE events, when, as it appears by your 
letter, took place dt the birth of Peter, Prince 
of Ruſſia, as well as all that was obſerved of 
the courſe of the ſtars, have been duly conſidered 
by our aſtrologers, and all thoſe who undertake 
to foretel future events. 'They think them all 
worthy of notice, and add, that on the day of 
his nativity the King of France paſſed the Rhine, 
and the Emperor of the Turks the Neiſter; that 
the former conquered four provinces of the Unit- 
ed States, and the latter Podolia and Caminieck : 
hence all our ſoothſayers, who pretend to pre- 
dict future events from the poſition of the planets, 
and concurrent circumſtances, propheſy, that the 
new-born child will be warlike, illuſtrious, and 
a ſcourge to his enemies. Howerer I believe all 
theſe things to be fortuitous, and think, like you 
that little credit is to be given to ſuch prediftions. 
I only pray that Peter may become a good ſhep- 
herd, Town azar, and that his ſalutary laws may 
at length baniſh the Scythian barbariſm which. 
mvolves in its ſhades the nations of the North. 
Farewel |! 


——ñ ᷑ . W. 


CXV. 
Anecdote relative to this collection. 


IN virtue of the orders of the Empreſs Eli- 
zabeth, the worthy daughter of Peter the Great, 
and through the patriotic zeal of the Chamber- 


lain Iwan Iwanowitſch Schouwalow, the m_ 
o 
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of Ruſſia began to be drawn from its ſource. 


Search was made even among the manuſcripts of 


the Czar, in the library of the academy, where 
a great number were depoſited, and abundant 
materials were found to compoſe his hiſtory. 
The Chamberlain Schouwalow deſired to add to 
them a dozen of my anecdotes, which were all 
that were as yet tranſlated into Freach, or that 
I choſe to communicate. This valuable collec- 
tion was ſent to Monſ. de Voltaire, author of the 
Hiſtory of Charles XII. that he might write that 
of Peter the Great. 1 
O0 


* Nete written in French by His E xcellenty the Chambers 
lain Sch:umalow to Mr. Steblin, 


8 IR, 


I T is already ſome time ſince you promiſed to pro- 
cure a tranſlation of the anecdotes of Peter the Great, 
which are in your poſſeſſion, from the German into the 
French; -I therefore flatter myſelf they will ſoon come 
to hand. However, as I with to ſend all the neceſſary 
materials to Monſ. de Voltaire as ſoon as may be, I 
have the honour to repeat my requeſt ; and if they are 
not yet tranſlated, I beg you to ſend me the ſheets as 
fait as they are ready, I truſt that your friendſhip will 
induce you to do me this favour, and that you' will 
reit aſſured that I am, with the greateſt conſideration, 


S'IR, 
. Your moſt obedient, and 


Moſt humble Servant, 


_ 


PeTERNOFF, 


| 19th May, 1759 J. SCHOUWALOW. 
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No expence was ſpared to engage this cele- 
brated writer to undertake the work, Her Ma- 
jeſty ſent him magnificent preſents, ſuch as 2 
ſucceſſion of Ruſſian medals in gold, a conſide- 
fable number of valuable furs, compoſed of ſa- 
bles, black and grey foxes, &c. to a very large 
amount. 

But how great was the furpriſe of the court, 
when, inſtead of ſuch a hiſtory as might have 
been expected from a man of his eminent abili- 
ties, a ſhapeleſs abortion made its appearance, 
entitled Hiftory of Peter the Great, Emperor 0 
Rufſia, by 2 Eevery body was much dil- 
ſatisfied, and with great reaſon, 

The deſire of gain prevented Voltaire from 
making uſe of half the manuſcripts he received. 
He even ſubſtituted, in ſeveral places, his own 
thoughts to thoſe of his hero, with circumſtan- 
ces the very reverſe of thoſe detailed in the ma- 
nuſcripts. Voltaire's object in compoſing fo im- 
perfect a book, and in employing only a ſmall 
part of the materials ſent him, of which he af- 
terwards made uſe in ſome other productions, 
was to give new editions one after another, by 
making ſucceſſive publications, and by theſe 
means to fill his purſe. 

Mr. Schouwalow acknowledged the receipt of 
his book in a very polite letter, in which, how- 
ever, he pointed out what he thought defeCtive, 
and aſked him the following queſtions : 

1. How it happened, that, having ſo rich a 
collection of materials, he had only made uſe of 
fo ſmall a portion ? 

2. Why he had altered and mutilated the facts 
related in the manuſcripts, and even aſſerted the 


contrary. of what they contained? Why he had 


S 


„„ 


F ETER THE GREAT. 261 


made no uſe of the anecdotes in his poſſeſ- 
ſion? 

3. Why he had omitted, without neceſſity, 
the names of the ſeveral great perſons and of ſe- 
veral places, and ſo disfigured thoſe he had been 
pleaſed to name, that they were ſcarcely to be 
known for the ſame; as Scheremetu for: Sche- 
remetoff, 'Tcherniſchu for Tchernichoff, &c. ? 
This laſt queſtion was propoſed by Mr. 'Tau- 
bert, counſellor and aſſiſtant librarian, who had 
made many extracts from books and Ruſſian ma- 
nuſcripts to aſſiſt the French writer in the com- 
poſition of his work. 

Voltaire anſwered, to the firſt queſtion, that it 
was not his cuſtom to copy implicitly the manu- 
ſcripts ſent to him; but to give his thoughts ac- 
cording to the beſt information he could procure. 
To the ſecond, that he was ſenſible of the me- 
rit of the anecdotes communicated to him ; but 
that the particular circumſtances of the private 
life of Peter the Great, and conſequently theſe 
anecdotes, did not come within the limits of his 
plan. As to the third reproach, he anſwered in 
his way: 

As far as relates to the disfguring of the 
proper names, I ſuppoſe it is a German who 
* reproaches me with it. I wiſh him more wit, 
© and fewer conſonants.? 
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ALPHABETICAL ACCOUNT 
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ON WHOSE AUTHORITY THE ANECDOTES ARE 
GIVEN, AND OP THE EYE-WITNESSES BY 
WHOM THEY WERE RELATED. 


ADVERTISEMENC T,. 
AS the perſons en whoſe authority theſe anece 


dotes are given are unknown to the reader, who, 
for that reaſen, ſee their names quoted with an eye 
of indifference, I think it incumbent on me ta ſay 
in few words, on what occaſion, and in what 
circumſtances, theſe whom I quote have had con- 
verſations with Peter the Great, and what oppor- 
gunities they have had of knowing him and ob- 
ſerving his actions. | 

The greater part, without doubt, are preper 
ſubjecbs for hiſtory; but I will ſay no more of 
them than relates to the anecdotes, that I may 
not ſwell this volume too much, or exceed the 


bounds of my title. 


Asch 
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Ascn { Frederick}, born in Sileſia, was ſe- 
cretary to General Waid, in Peter the Firſt's 
war with the Swedes, when that General was 
conſtantly about the perſon of the Czar. He 
was aftcrwards made director of the poſt at Pe- 
tcriburgh. During the war between the Empreſs 
Elizabeth and the King of Pruſſia, he was made 
counſellor of ſtate, and created Baron of the 
Holy Roman Empire by the court of Vienna. 
Some years before his death he reſigned his em- 
ployment of director of the poſt, that he might 
enjoy a little repoſe. He died in 1771, aged 
eighty years. | 

BESTUCHEFF ( Count Alexis Petrowitſch ), 
a Ruſſian gentleman, was ſent in his youth to 
the academy at Berlin, where he ſtudied ſeveral 
years with his brother, Michael Petrowitſch. 
He learned there both French and German. 
When his travels were over, he went to Hano- 
ver, where the Elector, afterwards George the 
Firſt of England, made him one of his pages, 
and afterwards appointed him his envoy to the 
court of Peter the Great. 'The Czar, highly 
pleaſed to ſee, for the firſt time, one of his ſub- 
jets in the ſervice of ſo reſpectable a foreign 
prince, gave him a moſt gracious reception, and, 
when Mr. Beſtucheff had fulfilled the purpoſes 
of his miſſion, recalled him to his ſervice. 

His Majeſty appointed him envoy to the court 
of Denmark. While he held this employment he 
was ſeveral times ſent for to Peterſburg, and back 
again to Copenhagen. It was in one of theſe 
journies that Peter the Great. made him a preſent 
of his portrait in miniature, a favour, of which 
he was ſo teniible, that he wore it at his button- 
hole while he lived. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Beſtucheff remained in Denmark till the 
peace with the Swedes in 1721. He was after- 
wards ſent to Hamburgh as envoy to the circle 
of Lower Saxony. 'The Empreſs Anne recalled 
him to ſend him again to Copenhagen; and two 
years before her death ſhe recalled him again to 
make him her cabinet miniſter. He was ap- 
pointed vice-chancellor in the reign of the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth, and high chancellor in 1744. 
In 1748 he was exiled to his eſtate, and recalled 
to court by the preſent Empreſs Catherine II. 
who, without requiring him to do any duty, 
granted him a penſion of twenty thouſand rou- 
bles. He died in 1768, aged ſeventy-eight 
years. 

BesTUCHEFF Count Michael Petrowitſch ), 
his elder brother. He received the ſame educa- 
tion, and was employed in the ſame way by Pe- 
ter the Firſt, and the Empreſſes who ſucceeded 
him, ſometimes in Ruſſia, ſometimes in foreign 
courts, He died in 1769 at Paris, whither he 
was ſent as Ruſſian envoy to the court of France. 

Box RHAAvVE Herman Kauw), fon of a 
doctor of phyſic at the Hague, and nephew of the 
celebrated Boerhaave, whoſe name he afterwards 
took, He was appointed phyſician to the Em- 
preſs Elizabeth, and died at Moſcow in 1753. 

BrUMER Count ), was of Livonian ex- 
traction, of a noble family, that ſtill poſſeſſes 
property in Livonia. He paſſed his youth in the 
ſervice of Sweden, and did the duty of adjutant 
to Charles the Twelfth, when that monarch was 
beſieged in Stralſund in 1718. He had afterwards 
an employment at the court of Duke Charles 
Frederick of Holſtein--Schleſwig, whom he ac- 

companied 
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companied as chamberlain to Moſcow and Peterſ- 
burgh, on his viſit to Peter the Great. 

After the marriage of the Princeſs Anne Pe- 
trowna he returned with the noble couple to Hol- 
ſtein. He remained at Kiel till the death of the 
Duke, who, ſome time before liis deceaſe, made 
him maſter of his houſehold, and entruſted him 
with the education of his only fon, Charles Peter 
Ulric, who was afterwards the Great Duke 
Peter Feodorowitſch. 

When the Princeſs Elizabeth aſcended the 
throne, ſhe ſent for the young prince to Peterſ- 
burgh. Mr. Brumer, and Mr: Bergholz, high 
chamberlain to the Duke of Holſtein, accompa- 
nied him thither in 1741. The year after the 
court of Vienna gave him a diploma of Count. 
Mr. Brumer performed the functions of gover- 
nor to His Imperial Highneſs till his majority, 
which happened in 1745. His exceſſive ſeverity 
had not conciliated the friendſhip of his pupil, ſo 
that, hoping for nothing to his advantage in a 
country which was ſoon to be ſubject to the young 
prince, he retired to Wiſmar with a penſion 
granted him by the Empreis Elizabeth, and there 
died, after a long illneſs, in 1759. 

Baurxs, by birth a Dutchman, ſerved his 
country in quality of lieutenant of the navy. 
When Peter the Great, in 1711, aſked the States 
General for able ſea officers to conduct his fleets, 
and inſtru his ſubjects, Bruyns was one of thoſe 
choſen to ſatisfy the Czar's demand. He attained 
the rank of captain commandant, and was ſo fully 
in poſſeſſion of his maſter's confidence, that 
he had long converſations with him almoſt every 
day. The Empreſs Anne made him maſter 
attendant of the admiralty, in which employ- 
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ment he died, in the reign of the Empreſs Eli- 


zabeth, in 1744. | 

BuTuRLIiN Boris Alexandrownt/ch was 
denchtchick to Peter the Great during the twelve 
laſt years of the Czar's life, and conſequently 


ſaw him every day. He paſſed through all the 


ranks of the land ſervice, and was promoted to 
that of field marſhal in the reign of the Empreſs 
Elizabeth, when ſhe ſent him to relieve Field- 
marſhal Soltikoff after the invaſion of Pruſſia, 
The court of Vienna afterwards made him a 
count of the empire. 

The Emperor Peter the Third recalled him 
from the army, and he died at Peterſburgh in 
1765. 

ro" { The Baron, } privy counſellor of the 
Duke of Brunſwick-Wolfenbuttle, by whom he 


Was ſent envoy to the court of Peterſburgh in 


1715, on occaſion of the marriage of Prince 
Alexis Petrowitich, fon of the Czar, with the 
Princeſs of Brunſwick-Wolfenbuttle. He re- 
turned thither a ſecond time, when Prince An- 
tony Ulric of Brunſwick married Princeſs Anne 
of Mecklenburgh, niece of the Empreſs Anne. 
The Czarina gave him his firſt audience, as well 
as his audience of leave, fitting on her throne in 
great ſtate, 

Baron Cram was an amiable” man, and very 
ood company. His houſe was upon the fame 
Poting as thoſe of the. other foreign miniſters. 
He remained ſome months at Peterſburgh, and 
left it, very well ſatisfied with the court, in 


1739. 


CRAMER Anne Tandsunga ), daughter of a 
merchant of Narva, was carried into the inte- 
rior part of Ruſſia, with the reſt of her fellow- 

| Citizens, 
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citizens, after the conqueſt of her country. She 


came with her parents to Wologda, on the 


Dwina, and ſome years after to Caſan, to the 
houſe of General Apraxin. She was ſent from 
thence to General Balk, at Peterſburgh, who 
preſented her ſome time after to Miſs Hamilton, 
maid of honour at the court. After the tragi- 
cal end of her miſtreſs*, the Empreſs Catherine 
took her into her ſervice, in quality of firſt 
chamber-maid. In this office ſhe gained the eſteem 
and confidence both of her miſtreſs and the Czar. 

When Peter the Great went to Denmark and 
Holland, with the Empreſs, in 1716, Miſs ra- 
mer accompanied them, and remained, in Hol- 


land with Catherine during the Czar 's journey to 


Paris. 

A year after Their Majeſties“ return to Pe- 
terſburgh, the unfortunate Alexis Petrowitſch, 
who had incurred his father's diſpleaſure, dying 
in the fort where he was confined, Peter the 
Great choſe her and General Weidi to aſliſt him 
in dreſſing the corple, which was to. be expoſed 
to the public for ſeveral days on a bed of ſtate. 
She afterwards became maid of honour and go- 
verneſs of Princeſs Natalia, and received an 


eſtate in the vicinity of Riga, as a preſent from 


the Empreſs. After the death of the princeſs 
ſhe retired to Narva, and lived there in eaſe and 
tranquillity till 1770, when ſhe died, aged ſe- 
venty-ſix years. | 
CRAMER ( Frederick ), brother of the above 
Miſs Cramer, was a rich timber merchant of 
Narva. He was taken priſoner of war with his 
countrymen, and carried into the interior part 
of Ruſlia, He was brought back to Peterſ- 
N 2 burgh 


ilk... 


_” — — — 


# See Anecdoze LXXXVI. 


hs... 


* 
* 
Ll - _ „ 
@ —— ®# = 


* 
. _ -* — 


268 ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OP 


burgh about a year before the concluſion of the 
peace of Nyſtadt. He was clerk in the compt- 
ing houſe of a Dutch merchant, whither Peter 
the Great went frequently to converſe with him. 
After the peace between Sweden and Ruſſia he 
returned to ſettle in his country, and carried on 
a conſiderable trade in timber with Holland. He 
married his only daughter to Mr. Diicker, cham- 
berlain and marſhal in the ſervice of the Duke 
of Holſtein, and afterwards at the court of Ruſ- 
ſia. Mr. Cramer died at Narva in 1766. 

CorRMiDon was a foreigner. Peter the 
Great, when he took poſſeſſion of Ingria, find- 
ing him an excellent workman in copper and iron, 
took him into his ſervice. He employed him 
with advantage on ſeveral occaſions, particularly 
at his ſummer palace at Peterſburgh. He was 
alſo employed in the reign of the Empreſs Anne, 
in quality of intendant of the court, on the con- 
ſtruction of the Imperial chancery. He died in 
1740. 

Cruys ( Jahn), by birth a Dutchman, mer- 
chant at Peterſburgh. He had the rank of cap- 
tain in the ſervice of Holland, and was ſon of 
the celebrated Vice-admiral Cornelius Cruys. 
Peter the Great, judging him worthy of his con- 
fidence, viſited him frequently, and employed 
him, always with advantage, in the works car- 
ried on in the dock-yard, and in his military expe- 
ditions by ſea. This valuable officer died in 1751. 

DeviaRes (Antony Emanuelitſch }), at firſt 
chamberlain to the Duke of Holſtein, and after- 
wards to the Empreſs, was ſon of a man well 
known in Ruſſia by the capriciouſneſs of his for- 


tune. Peter took him from the hoſpital for or- 


phans at Paris. He made him at firſt one of his 
pages, 
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pages, and then an officer of his guards. He 


role to the rank of general, and was afterwards 


entruſted with the conduct of the police. He 
accompanied the Czar wherever he went. In 
the reign of the Empreſs Catherine he was obliged 
to marry the ſiſter of Menchicoff, was involved 
in his. diſgrace, and ſent, like him, to Siberia, 
The Empreſs Elizabeth recalled him in 1742, 
and reſtored him to his office and digaities. He 
died at Peterſburgh in 1746, at a very advanced 
age. 

was Kk, ſon of a Poliſh gentleman, 
Peter took him and his brother into his ſervice, 
as poor orphans, after the firſt Poliſh war. He 
ſerved the Czar firſt as page, afterwards as 
denchtchick, and ſeldom left him while he lived. 
He continued to belong to the court tilt his death. 
The Empreſs Elizabeth, to whom the ſervants 
of her illuſtrious father were ſo dear, made him 
chamberJain, and gave him an eſtate in Livonia, 
where he died in 1753. 

FOERSTER was a German architect, whom 
Peter the Firſt took into his ſervice at Hamburgh. 
He was employed in the conſtruction of Cron- 
lot, Cronſtadt, the Imperial palace, and many 
other edifices. It was he who, by order of the 
Empreſs Catherine, built the palace of Sarſkoe- 
Muiſa, now called Sarſkoe-Sielo. He continued 
his ſervices till the reign of Elizabeth, and was 
appointed by her to ſuperintend the conſtruction 
of ſeveral edifices at Cronſtadt, He died at a 
very advanced age in 1747. | 

GrooT was born at Moſcow, of parents of 
German extraction. His grandfather, by birth 
a Dutchman, entered into the ſervice of Czar 
Alexis Michaelowitſch. His father was made 

N 3 | an 
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an officer when Peter the Great determined. to 
have an army of regular troops. Groot himſelf 
paſſed through every rank to that of colonel. 
The Empreſs Elizabeth gave him a commiſſion 
of 'brigadier general, and allowed him to retire 
with a penſion, He died in 1740. 

GAL1TZIN (Prince Michael Michailowitſch), 
was brought up to the ſea from his earlieſt youth. 
He was always one of the choſen companions of 
Peter, and was made admiral in the reign of the 
Empreſs Anne. He was appointed ambaſſador 
in Perſia, and made admiral general and preſi- 
dent of the board of admiralty. He died in 
poſſeſſion of that dignity in 1760, aged eighty years. 

Gorbach (Chriſtian), was born at Kme- 
nigſberg in Pruſſia. After having travelled in 
Germany, France, and Italy, and acquired a 
great knowledge of juriſprudence, hiſtory, and 
the mathematics, he went to Peterſburgh on the 
invitation of his friend Leibnitz. Count Her- 
mann, then vice- chancellor, ſenſible of his merit, 
made him ſecretary of the academy. He after- 
wards became counſelor at law, and tutor to 
Peter the Second. After the death of the young 
prince, he retained his place at the academy till 
1741; when his facility in writing French and 
Latin procured him the appointment of coun» 
ſellor of ſtate in the foreign department. The 
following year he was made privy counſellor, and 
died in 1764. 

HIN NIN (Lieutenant - general), born at Utrecht 
in Holland. Having loſt his father and mother 
when very young, Profeſſor Hennin, his uncle, 
recommended him to Mr. Van Witzen, burgo- 
maſter of Amſterdam, that he might introduce 
him to Peter the Great, whom he ſaw every 
day, and whoſe entire confidence he poſſeſſed. 

Peter, 
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Peter, finding that he was a young man of great 
capacity, that he had a conſiderabie knowledge of 
chemiſtry and metailurgy, and that he was an 
adept in the art of founding, took him into. his 
ſervice, By his diligence and addreſs he acquired 
the good graces of the Czar, to whom he gave, 
from time to time, an account of the operations 
at the foundery. 

He was made officer of artillery, in which ſer- 
vice he roſe to the rank of colonel. In the fol- 
lowing reign he obtained that of lieutenant ge- 
neral, and the ribbon of the order of St. Alex- 
ander Newſky. He died at Peterſburgh in 1748. 

Horw en), was one of the firſt ſurgeons 
whom Peter the Great, during his ſtay at Am- 
ſterdam, engaged to go with him to Ruſſia; he. 
made him ſurgeon of the court, and honoured him 
with a particular ſhare of his eſteem. 

When the war with Sweden was over, the, 
Czar ſent bim with news of the peace to Arche 
angel, Peals of cannons announced his entry into 
the city; the governor and magiſtrates received 
him with much pomp and ceremony: his ex- 
pences, during his ſtay, were defrayed, and a 
guard of honour, conſiſting of a company, with 
the colours, mounted before his door. As often 
as he appeared he was ſaluted with reſted arms 
military muſic played during his meals, and guns 
were fired at every health that was drank at his 
table. 

After paſſing a month in feaſting and entertain- 
ments, he returned loaded with preſents, conſiſt- 
ing of valuable effects and ready money, which 
he had received from the government, the city, 
and a great number of foreign merchants. On. 
his arrival at Peterſburgh, he gaye. the Czar 
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an account of his miſſion in perſon, and 
expreſſed his gratitude. He afterwards accom- 
panied Peter the Great in his campaign againſt 
the Perſians; and after the Czar's death continu- 
ed ſurgeon to the admiralty. He retired, in the 
reign of the Empreſs Anne, with a conſiderable 
penſion. Mr, Hoffy preſerved a ſurpriſing ſhare 
of vivacity to a very advanced age : it prevailed 
in all his converſation, but particularly when he 
related an anecdote of Peter the Great. He died 
at Peterſburgh in 1743, aged eighty years. His 
ſon is a celebrated banker at Amſterdam, and 
has alſo a houſe of conſiderable credit at Peterſ- 
burgh. ” 

Ia GOUSCBINSKY ( Count Paul Ivanowitſch ), 
deſcended from a Poliſh or Lithuanian family, was 
born at Moſcow. He was ſcarcely eighteen years 
old when Peter, I do not know on what occa- 
ſion, perceived in him a remarkable ſhare of 
gaiety and capacity, and gave him a place in the 
chancery. After having remained there a year, 
he went into the guards, was made an officer, 
and received marks of the Emperor's eſteem 
on every occaſion. His Majeſty afterwards ap- 
pointed him one of his denchtchicks, employed 
him in ſeveral important affairs, and at laſt made 
him his attorney general in the Imperial ſenate, 
which was newly eſtabliſhed. He preſerved, ne- 
vertheleſs, his commiſſion in the guards, and roſe 
to the rank of lieutenant general. 

After the death of Peter, Count Iagouſchinſ{ky 
found himſelf in ſeveral difficult ſituations, but 
extricated himſelf from them very happily. The 
Empreſs Anne ſent him ambaſſador to the King 
of Pruſha. Some years after he was recalled, 
and made miniſter of ſtate, He died in this 

eminent 
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eminent poſt in 1737, and was interred with the 
military honours due to his rank near the mona- 
ſtery of Newſky. 

JELATSCHIN { Ignaty Feodorowitſch ), born 
in the province of Novogorod, was one of the 
young men whom Peter the Great, on his re- 
turn from his ſecond journey, put apprentice in 
the dock yard, for building gallies, at the admi- 
ralty. He ſhowed ſo much deſire to improve 
himſelf, and made ſuch progreſs, that the Czar, 
who viſited the dock yard every day, raiſed him 
by degrees to the rank of brigadier. Peter paſſed 
whole hours in working with him, or in ſeeing 
him work; and he was one of the builders 
whom he admitted the molt frequently to his 
table, 

Mr. Nr in the reign of the Empreis 
Elizabeth, had the direction of the ſame works. 
He built a very handſome galley for a large piece 
of water, ſituated near a villa of the Great Duke 
Peter Feodorowitſch. This prince frequently 
invited him to his table, and took pleaſure in 
hearing him relate, in his ſimple and artleſs lan- 
guage, a variety of ſtories, eſpecially thoſe that 
related to Peter the Firſt. When His Imperial 
| Highneſs ſometimes expreſſed, in jeſt, his doubts 
of the trath of his recital, he was offended, and 
ſaid, without reſerve, * Peter Feodorowitſch, do 
© not loſe time in vain diſcourſe; but believe all 
I tell you of your grandfather, and follow his 
© example,'—He died at Peterſburgh in 1760, 
at a very advanced age. 

KaRoTKiN was director of a paper manufac- 
tory, in the Dutch way, at ſome werſts diſtance 
from Moſcow. Peter ſent him in his youth to 
Holland, to learn the art of making fine paper 
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of all ſizes. Common paper was the only kind 
made in Ruſſia at that time. Karotkin was earneſt 
to fulfil his maſter's wiſhes, and brought home 
drawings; after which the Czar ordered a paper 
mill to be erected. appointed him to ſuperintend 
it, gave him ſeveral young men as apprentices, 
and came often to viſit his eſtabliſhment. 

KLE1HIL was a celebrated merchant, and the 
eldeſt of the burgomaſters of Revel, where he 
reſided when Peter the Great took it, and ſtaid 
there for ſeveral weeks. It was then he had an 
opportunity of knowing the Czar, who converſ- 
ed familiarly with the magiſtrates, merchants, 
and citizens, and even made himſelf a member 
of one of their aſſociations. Kleihil died; far 
advanced in years, in 1757. 

KoExiG was born in Holſtein, came to Pe- 
terſburgh in the reign of Peter the Great, and 
ſerved in quality of German ſecretary to the Vice- 
chancellor Baron of Schaffiroff. When the 
Duke of Holſtein, whe had come to Peterſburgh 
with his wife, Anne Petrowna, in the reign of 
the Empreſs Catherine the Firſt, returned to his 
dominions, Mr. Koenig followed them, and en- 
tered into their ſervice in quality of counſellor of 
commerce. 

When the Empreſs Elizabeth aſcended the 
throne, and ſent for the young hereditary prince, 
her nephew, from Holſtein, Koenig returned to 
the ſervice of Ruſſia; but having waited a year 
without obtaining ſuch an employment as he de- 
fired,, he accepted that of. Maiſode (Judge) at Ja- 
kuſh, in the center of Siberia, He. performed 
the duties of his charge with great integrity, and 
died in 1751. | | 

LesTocqQ ( John Hermann ), well known in 
Ruſſia, by the frequent difgraces he met with, _ 

on 
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ſon of a French refugee, ſurgeon at the Electo- 
ral court of Hanover. He came to Peterſburgh 
in 1714, and had the good fortune to obtain an 
appointment of ſurgeon at the court. He ac- 
companied the Empreſs Catherine to Holland in 
that quality, when ſhe went thither in 1716. 
Peter baniſhed him to Caſan in 1720, to puniſh, 
him for his miſbehaviour. After the Czar's death 
Catherine the Firſt recalled him, and appointed. 
him her ſurgeon. He held this office till her de- 
ceaſe, and had afterwards the ſame appointment. 
conferred on him in 1741, hy the Empreſs Eli- 
zabeth, who raiſed him to the rank of privy 
counſellor, and preſident of the college of phy- 


ſicians. He was alſo made count of the empire 


by the court of Vienna. However, his turbu- 
lent and inconſtant diſpoſition ſcarcely ſuffered; 
him to enjoy a few years of good fortune, Not- 
withſtanding the admonitions and politive orders 
of. the Empreſs, he would interfere. with ſtate 
affairs. He was ſtripped of all his employments ; 
his fortune was confiſcated ; he and his wife 
were confined near a year, and afterwards ſent 
to Ugliz, a city ſituated on the Volga, where he 
lived in poverty. 

Peter the Third recalled: him, with a number 
of other baniſhed men, both from Siberia and 
other parts of the empire; reſtored his property 
and dignities, gave him a penſion, without re- 
quiring any ſervice from him, and allowed him 
to live in quiet wherever he thought proper. 
He lived five years at Peterſburgh in a bad ſtate 
of. health, and died in 1766. 

LuBRas. (the Baron), born in Livonia, but 
deſcended from an ancient and noble Scotch fa. 
mily, was ſon of an officer in the ſervice of Swe- 
den, who went over to the Ruſſian ſervice, 
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Peter the Firſt employed him from his youth as 
an officer of engineers. He had a ſhare in the 
fortifying of Peterſburgh and Cronſlot; in mak- 
ing of the canal of Cronſtadt; and in many 
other important undertakings, which gave_him 
frequent opportunitics of ſpeaking to the Czar. 
He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant ge- 
neral in the corps of engineers, was made privy 
counſellor in the beginning of the reign of Eli- 
zabeth, and was appointed miniſter plenipoten« 
tiary to conclude a peace with Sweden at Abo 
in 1743. He paſſed the laſt years of his life at 


_ Cronſtadt, employed in finiſhing the great canal, 


of which the works were ſo happily terminated 
in 1752. The navigation of it was opened with 
great pomp, in preſence of the Empreſs Eliza- 
beth, who, on that occaſion, conferred on him 
the order of St. Andrew. This great engineer 
died ſome days after. 

He told Her Majeſly, when ſhe expreſſed her 
ſatisfaction at his labours, that the undertaking 
would have been finiſhed long before, but for the 
obſtacles thrown in his way by the jealouſy and 
perſecution of Field-marſhal Munich. 

MEYER { Hermann ), a celebrated merchant, 
and banker at Peterſburgh and Moſcow, was very 
uſeful to Peter the Great by his banking operati- 
ons, and by the contracts he undetook. He was ſo 
highly in favour with the Czar, that, as often 
as he was ſent for to the ſenate, His Majeſty 
made him fit down near himſelf, that he might 
ſpeak to him more commodiouſly. His credit in 
Ruſſia and other countries was ſo great, that he 
was known by no other appellation than that of 
rich Meyer. He knew ſo well how to gain and 
preſerve the eſteem of the Emperor, that His ent 
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jeſty conſulted him on all affairs relative to com- 
merce, and his intereſt was often uſeful in the 
ſpeculations of Ruflian and foreign merchants. 
He died at Peterſburgh in 1749, and left a fon, 
now living, named Rodolphus Meyer, one of the 
moſt able merchants in Ruſſia. 

MILLER (Peter), of German extraction, was 
an inhabitant of Moſcow. His father obtained 
from Czar Alexis Michailowitſch the privilege 
of working an excellent iron mine, and permiſ- 
ſion to eſtabliſh forges at about ninety werſts diſ- 
tance from Moſcow, and to employ Brabantines 
and Ruſſians at the ſame time. This family was 
one of the firſt that ſettled in Ruſha for the pure 
poſe of forming new eſtabliſhments. At the 
ſiege of Azoph, and during the whole Swediſh 
war, an immenſe -quantity of cannon, mortars, 
bombs, and bullets, were furniſhed by their 
founderies. 

Peter the Great frequently converſed with the 
Millers, both at Moſcow and when he viſited 
their forges in his journies, and made himſelf 
thoroughly acquainted with their buſineſs. 

It has been ſeen in theſe anecdotes that the 
Czar went to paſs ſome weeks at theſe forges, to 
drink the chalybeate waters; that he learned how 
a ſow of iron is forged; and that he forged one 
with his own hands. | 

'Theſe circumſtances gave Peter Miller, as well 
as his brother, frequent opportunities of con- 
verſing with the Czar, who was his godfather. 
Mr. Miller died at Moſcow in 1745. 

Municn (Field-marſhal Count). The life 
of this great general and miniſter of ſtate was 
written almoſt immediately after his deceaſe by 
Doctor Biiſching, and inſerted in his age" 

an 
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and geographical magazine in German, That 
excellent writer had. all he relates from the Mar- 
ſhal's own mouth. I ſhall only ſpeak here of the 
circumſtances in which Count Munich had con- 
verſations with Peter the Great, when, being as 
yet no more than major and lieutenant general, 
he was entruſted with the continuation of the 
canal of Ladoga, the completion of which the 
Czar ſo earneſtly deſired. 

In a work publiſhed in French by Count Mu- 
nich, in one of the laſt years of his life, entitled 
Ebauche de la Forme du Gouvernement de PEm- 
pire de Ruſſie, Sketch of the Form of Govern» 
© ment of the Ruſſian Empire, the reader may 
ſee how many opportunities he had of converſing 
with the Czar. . 

We read, page 48, that Peter, coming to viſit 
the works of the canal of Ladoga ſome months 
before his death, of which he already felt the 
painful forerunners, was ſo pleaſed at finding 
them in ſuch an advanced ſtate, that, to give 
Count Munich a mark of his ſatisfaction, he 
wrote him a very gracious letter in his own hand- 
writing. He addreſſed another to the Empreſs, 
in which he particularly told her how much plea» 
ſure he had received from the ſpeedy execution 
of his orders concerning the canal of Ladoga.— }. 
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The labours of my dear Munich,” ſaid: he, 

= * have given me new health. I may now. hope 

== * to go with him by water from Peterſburgh and 

TE © the gardens of Golowin to the river Jauſa and 
—_ © Moſcow.“ 

„ He ſaid on another occaſion in open ſenate, I 

; 48 © have found in Munich a man who will ſoon 

77 5 make the canal of Ladoga navigable. I have as 

45 5 © yet ſeen no foreigner in my dominions.. ſo 
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bringing them to perfection with ſo much ex- 
pedition and intelligence. I will grant him 
whatever he can deſire.“ 

He died at Peterſburgh in 1767, in the reign 
of Catherine the Second, aged eighty-three 
years. 

NaPriscCHKIN (Alexander Lwowitſch), of a 
very ancient family of Boyars of that name, was 
nephew of Natalia Kirillowna, wife of Czar Alexis 
Michailowitſch, and mother of Peter the Great. 
He paſſed ſeveral years in his youth in travelling 
through Germany, France, and Italy, where he 
learned the art of navigation. 

On his return he was employed at the admi- 
ralty, at court, and even about the perſon of the 
Czar. The Empreſs Anne made him preſident 
and director general of the board of works. In 
the reign of Elizabeth he was created privy coun- 
ſellor, ſenator, knight of St. Andrew, and of 


= FF © 


St. Alexander Newlky. He died at Peterſburgh. 


in 1746. 

Rrichuourn, after having been maſter of 
the Latin ſchool of the New Church, became 
miniſter of the holy goſpel of the Slobode, or 


German ſuburbs at Moſcow. The Czar viſited 


his ſchool ſeveral times, heard the object of its 
inſtitution, and the method of teaching explained, 
was preſent at the leſſons, and frequently con- 
verſed with Reichmouth about every: thing rela- 
tive to public inſtruction.— Mr. Reichmouth died 
at Moſcow in 1739. 

RoxnDEAU, Fug reſident at the court of 
Ruſſia, was only acquainted with the Czar in the 
laſt years of his life. He remained in Ruſſia in the 


{ame quality 1 in the reigns of Catherine the Firſt, 


Peter 


capable of undertaking great works, and of 
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Peter the Second, Anne and Elizabeth. Peter 
the Firſt had frequent converſations with him 
concerning commerce and navigation. He died 
at Peterſburgh in 1741. 

His wife, a woman of conſiderable wit, on her 
return to England, publiſhed a work. in French 
and Engliſh, entitled, Letters from an Engliſh La- 
dy to her Friends in England. They contain ſe- 
veral intzreſting anecdotes concerning the Empreſs 
Anne and the Duke of Courland. 

\Re18ER was by birth a Pomeranian; after 
finiſhing his ſtudies in the univerſity of Griefs- 
walde, he was appointed ſecretary to the preſi- 
dent of the royal college of mines, and availed 
himſelf of that circumſtance to gain information 
relative to the working of mines. After the death 
of the preſident he quitted Sweden, returned to 
his native country, and went from thence to Pe- 
terſburgh.. Peter the Great, intending to found 
a college of mines, conſidered him as a valuable 
acquiſition, and gave him a gracious reception. 
The Czar allo inquired into the method employed 
by the Swedes in the conduct of ſuch opera- 
tions. | 

His Majeſty ſent him to different parts of Ruſ- 
ſia, where there were mines already open, and 
where it was intended to open others. As he 
gave his accounts to the Czar alone, he had often 
the honour of ſeeing and converſing with him. 

Mr. Reiſer was made counſellor of the mines 
in the reign of the Empreſs Anne, and vice-pre- 
ſident of the college of the ſame department, in 
that of Elizabeth. He died at Moſcow in 1755, 
at a very advanced age. 

SCHEPELOFF (Dmitri Andreitch), a Ruſſian 
gentleman, was in the Car's guards from his 

youth, 
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youth. He acted as marſhal in the Czar's travels 
into Holland and France in 17:6 and 1717. The 
Empreſs Anne gave him the office of marſhal of her 
court, with the ribbon of the order of St. Alexander 
Newſky. He was created great marſhal and 
knight 10 St. Andrew in the reign of Elizabeth, 
and died at Peterſburgh in 1755. 
 SCHLATTER (John) was born in the Ger- 
man ſuburbs of Moſcow. He applied, from an 
carly age, to the ſtudy of mineralogy, and 
entered into the ſervice of the Czar at the time 
when the college of mines was inſtituted. 
He was ſent to inſpect the different mines of the 
empire, which gave him an oportunity of adding 
to the knowledge he already poſſeſſed. He wrote 
ſeveral treatiſes on the working of mines, me- 
tallurgy, and coins, which are printed in the Ruſ- 
ſian tongue, and of which the precepts are fol- 
lowed to this day. Being made director of the 
mint, he ſuggeſted ſeveral better methods of coin- 
ing money. He died counſellor of ſtate in 1763. 

SCHNABEL was formerly ſexton of the church 
of Halle in Eſthonia, between Narva and Revel. 
It was him who took the two bodies, mentioned 
in Anecdote LVII. out of their tomb, and car- 
ried them to Peter's camp before Revel. Schna- 
bel related this to me in a journey I made in 
1752, at the ſame time that he ſhowed me the 

curioſity in queſtion. 

SCHULTZ was a German, He was the firſt 
ſurgeon belonging to a Ruſſian regiment. Prince 
Menchicoff afterwards took him into his 
ſervice, and he attended that nobleman where- 
ever he went, which gave him a thouſand oppor- 
tunities of ſeeing Peter the Great. After bis maſs 


ter's diſgrace he was made ſurgeon of the W 
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loff regiment of guards, and next a field officer 
of the ſame corps. He died, very old, in 
1762. 

SEMZOFF, a Ruſſian architect of great ſkill 
and taſte. He was one of thoſe whom Peter 
ſent at his expence into Holland and Italy to learn 
his att. He made the longeſt ſtay at Rome, that 
he might ſtudy attentively the monuments of an- 
tiquity, and acquire information from the leſſons 
and converſation of the beſt artiſts. On his re- 
turn Peter examined him for more than two hours, 
and was very well ſatisfied with his abilities. He 
immediately took him into his ſervice, and em- 
ployed him in the erection of different edifices at 
Peterſburgh and Moſcow, of which he acquit- 
ted himſelf much to the ſatisfaction of the Empe- 
ror and public. 

Among the public buildings erected by Sem 
zoff, the church of St. Simon, on the left-hand 
ſide of the Fontanka, near the road to Moka- 
wol “, is particularly admired. 

This ſkilful architect died at Peterſburgh in 


1743. 


SCHUMACHER (Daniel), of Colmar in Al- 
ſace, came to Peterſburgh, in quality of maſter 
of philoſophy, in 1710, with a relation of Ge- 
neral le Fort. Mr. Areſkyn, the Czar's phyſi- 
cian, made him his ſecretary and librarian. Pe- 
ter the Great, having bought the cabinets of 
Meſſieurs Ruiſch and Seba , gave the inſpection 
of them to Mr. Areſkyn, who recommended 
Schumacher as a fit perſon for librarian, and to 

take 


— — — — —_— 


* 


— — — — CI 


* The Mokawoi is a public ſquare at Peterſburgh, 
+ Famous Dutch naturaliſts and anatomiſts. 
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take proper care of the collection. An apart- 
ment was allotted to him in the building intended 
for the cabinet of arts and natural hiſtory. He 
afterwards married the daughter of Velten, chief 
cook, which gave him more frequent opportu- 
nities of ſeeing Peter the Great. He died in 
1759, at a very advanced age. 

SERDJUKorFr (Michael Irwaneff), by birth a 
Mongoul Tartar, was brought from Siberia in 
his youth by a Ruſſian merchant, who took him 
into his ſervice after he had embraced the Chriſ- 
tian religion. He gained ſo much of his maſ- 
ter's affection by his economy and fidelity, that 
he advanced him money to trade on his own ac- 
count, He acquired. great riches and great cre- 
dit, and found himſelf able to undertake conſi- 
derable contracts for the ſtate. He was admit- 
ted citizen and merchant of Novogorod. 

Having undertaken to furniſh a great quantity 
of materials of different kinds for the canal of 
Ladoga, and the fluices of Wiſchniewolotſchock, 
and faithfully fulfilling bi engagements, he re- 
marked that Peter was diſſatisfied with the flow 
progreſs the directors made, and, above all, with 
an Italian, who made many fair promiſes, not 
one of which he kept. He therefore aſſociated 
himſelf with ſome of the principal merchants of 
Novogorod, and offered to undertake the execu - 
tion ot the projected canals, ſluices, and aque- 
ducts. He obtained ſundry privileges from the 
Czar, particularly that of building fifteen pub- 
lic houſes on his own account. Peter went of- 
ten to ſee him in the midſt of his occupations, 
_ paſſed whole days at his houſe, frequently ſlept 
there, and gave him a thouſand marks of kind- 
neſs and ſupport, + 

Mr. 
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Mr. Serdjukoff built a handſome houſe at 
Wiſchniewolotſchock, near the principal ſluice, 
and made a preſent of it to his ſon, a very intel- 
ligent young man, to whom he entruſted the di- 
rection of the works he ſuperintended. 

This man, whoſe talents, probity, and induſ- 
try, rendered him fo eſtimable, bending beneath 
the weight of years, died in 1748. 

SWART (Cornelius) was ſecretary to Mr. Wilde, 
envoy from Holland to Ruſſia, during the laſt 
years of the life of Peter the Great. The Czar, 
who loved the Dutch nation more than any other, 
made him frequent viſits, converſed with him for 
whole hours, and treated him with the greateſt 
kindneſs. | 

After the death of Mr. Wilde, Mr. Swart, 
who had married his fiſter, was appointed, by 
the States General, his ſucceſſor at the court of 
the Empreſs Elizabeth. His ill ſtate of health 
obliged him to ſolicit his recall in 1758, and he 
returned to his own country, where he died a 
few years after. He wrote the Ruſſian language 
very well, and tranſlated ſeveral works from that 
tongue into Dutch and French. He was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a valuable collection of Ruſſian ma- 
nuſcripts, and was eye-witneſs to a great num- 
ber of circumſtances of the life of Peter the 
Great. 

TALIFIN (Juan Lukianowitſch), a Ruſſian 
gentleman, was brought up at the naval academy, 
inſtituted by Peter. He went afterwards at his 
expence, to Holland and France, to acquire the 
knowledge neceſſary to make him a good ſeaman. 
After ſeven years abſence he returned to Peterſ- 


burgh, and underwent a rigorous W 
7 
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by the Czar, as well reſpecting the Dutch lan- 
guage as the theory and practice of the ſciences 
he had ſtudied. Finding him well informed, and 
very able, Peter employed him in his fleet, and 
did not loſe fight of him. He roſe from the 
poſt of quarter-maſter to that of admiral. At 
the acceſſion of the Empreſs Catherine, ſhe be- 
ſtowed on him the order of St. Andrew, and, on 
his retiring from the ſervice, let him enjoy his pay 
till his death. 

TSCHERNISCHEFEF (Count Gregory), ſenator, 
and knight of the Ruſlian orders, roſe, in the 
reign of Peter the Great, from the rank of en- 
ſign to the command of the army. He ſerved in 
all the campaigns of the war with Sweden, and 
Was the general who took Vibourg and many 
other places. He was almoſt always near the 
perſon of his n:aſter, and received a number of 
letters from the Czar, written in his own hand, 
which are carefully preſerved by his illuſtrious de- 
ſcendants. Hedied in 1743, at Peterſburgh, far 
advanced in years. | | 

T CHERKASSOFF (Baron Izwan Antonownſch) 
was at firſt no more than a clerk in the cabinet of 
Peter the Great. The Czar often dictated to him, 
and made him draw up his orders. As His Ma- 
jeſty was accuſtomed to him, he was obliged to 
be conſtantly about his perſon, and was choſen 
for one of the Czar's attendants in his travels 
to Holland and France. After the death of Pe- 
ter, he remained ſtill employed in the Imperial 
cabinet under Mr, Makaroff, ſecretary. and privy 
counſellor. The Empreſs Anne ſent him to Ca- 
fan and Aſtracan; but when Elizabeth aſcended 
the throne, ſhe recalled him, as well as the reſt 
of her auguſt father's old ſervants, for all of 

| whom 
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whom ſhe had much affection, and not one of 
whom ſhe forgot. This princeſs made him her 
cabinet ſecretary, privy counſellor, baron and 
knight of the order of St. Alexander Newſ- 
ky. He died, in poſſeſſion of that dignity, in 
1760. 

{NEIL (Prince Ivan Juriewitſch), an 
old general, much eſteemed. He ſerved a long 
time in the Preobraſchenſky regiment of guards 
under Peter the Firſt. The Czar placed fo 
much confidence in him, that, at the time 
of the revolt of the Strelitzes, he appointed him 
to guard the Princeſs his ſiſter, whom he thought 
the author of it, in ths monaſtery to which he 
had exiled her. 

He ſerved in the firſt campaign againſt the 
Swedes in quality of major general. He was 
taken priſoner at the ſiege of Narva, and carried 
into Sweden, where he remained ſeveral years. 
At the peace the Czar made him general, and 
gave him a feat at the board of war. The Em- 
preſs Anne promoted him field marſhal, and 
knight of the order of St. Andrew. He 
lived to the age of cighty-two, and died in 
1751. 

"Travan ( Jebn), of Lower Saxony, came 
to Ruſſia as cook to the Daniſh envoy, Peter, 
: reliſhing his cooking, took him into his ſervice in 
Ty 1704, firſt as one of his cooks, then as chief 
cook, and afterwards mdaitre d' botel. The na- 
ture of his poſt gave him frequent opportunitics 
* of ſeeing his maſter. The Czar even made par- 

* ties to go to his houſe, as has been mentioned 
in the anecdotes, He died at Peterſburgh in 


1737. 
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VirLEzr01s, by birth a Frenchman, came to 
Ruſſia while very young, where he was made 
page to Peter the Great. This employment 
obliged him to follow the Czar wherever he 
went. Peter taught him the art of ſhipbuilding, 
and afterwards appointed him an officer of the 
navy. He roſe, in his reign, to the rank of 
commodore, and was made vice-admiral by the 
Empreſs Anne. He died ia 1758. 

VaeTivs, an ingenious Dutch joiner. Peter 
invited him to go to Ruſſia in his firſt journey to 
Amſterdam, and ſent him to Peterſburgh in a 
Ruſſian ſhip. As the Czar took pleaſure in viſit- 
ing good workmen, he often went to ſee this 
Dutchman, becauſe he preferred his language to 
that of the other nations of Europe. Vaetius's 
workſhop being at the conrt, his opportunities 
of ſeeing the Emperor were the more frequent. 
He died at Peteriburgh in 1745. 

Waar was the eldeſt burgomaſter of Dant- 
zick. When Count Munich conquered his 
country, he was deputed to the court of Ruſſia 
by his fellow citizens, with two other perſons. 
As the city of Dantzick favoured the pretenſions 
of Staniſlaus Leczinſki, to the great diſpleaſure 
of the Empreſs Anne, the deputies were obliged 
to aſk her pardon at the foot of the throne. 

WESELOFFSKY, privy counſellor in the de- 
partment of foreign affairs in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. In that of Peter the Firſt He ated as ſe- 
cretary to the envoys at the court of London, and 
at the Hag e. He was often diſpatched to His 
Majeſty on {ccrct fervice, and ſent back by him 
to his miniſter eth important inſtructions. He 
died at Peterſburgh in 1757. 


Worre 
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WoLFre (Baron Simon), by birth a Livonian, 
ſtudied juriſprudence in the univerſities of Ger- 
many and Sweden, He returned to Narva, his 
native country, at the time Peter thought of 
forming the academy of Peter{burgh. The Czar 
ſent for him in 1714, to conſult concerning the 
inſtitution of a college of juſtice, which he wiſh- 
ed to eſtabliſh on the ſame footing as in Sweden, 
and _ him a place in the new tribunal. 

After peace was concluded -with Sweden in 
1721, the,Czar determined to create a particu- 
lar court of Juſtice at Peterſburgh for the con- 
quered provinces. He appointed Mr. Wolfe vice- 
preſident; and made him a preſent of an eſtate in 
Livonia, where he palled his old age in eaſe and 
tranquillity. He died there in 1748. 

ZENTROVIUS was of Courland, and Peter 
took him into his ſervice at the beginning of the 
Swediſh war. He had afterwards a place at the 
board of war, where it was his office to carry 
the proceedings to be ſigned by the Czar, and to 
communicate His Majeſty's orders to the board. 


He was promoted by degrees to the poſt of coun- 


ſellor of war, and died in that office in 1748. 
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